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Mr DEAR SIK, 

IN submitting the following 
pages to you5 inspection, though perhaps 

t 

little calculated for your entertainment, 
^ind cti lainly niver intended for your per¬ 
usal, I shall offer but little preface, and less 
apology.The subject of them is not so 
intricate or obscure as lo require the on^ 
and you will, I hope, excuse me if I say, 
I do not conceive you have any right to 
demand the other. 

One of three motives is usually assigned, 
VOL. i. B or 
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oi\implied, for committing the lucubra¬ 
tions of an author to the press;*the desire 
of ‘feme—the hope* of profit—or, lastly, 
£111(1 perhaps most frcauently, pteaded^ the 
advice and imj^ortunity of friends, 
cscc'JIou is a precept not less easy in theory 
tluin difficult in execution; bu^ ifil do 
/i'notv if I at, all conscious, of 

the real nature of the incitement which 

t 

urges me to la 5 ^* iiicse sheets before you, 

it does not arise from either of the above- 

* 

mentioned stimulants. 

A thirst after fame car hardly bo sup¬ 
posed to influence one who, cautiously 
concealing his ^patronymic appellation, 
ineans to tell u 6 inoro of himself) than 
that he was fortiinate enough‘to receive 
from his gossips at the font the sponsorial 
and sonorous designation of George Hec¬ 
tor Epaminondasand that, through the 

courtesy 
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courtesy of the. world, he is habituated to 
affix the nia'jical characters E, S, Q, to his 
Dame; a piece of information extorted sole¬ 
ly by the drestd of being confounded with 
the herd of plebeian scribblers, whose (of 
course) miserable productions it would be 
very hiauvuis ton for any lady or gentle- 
injin of sentiment and fashion in these days 
to cast a second glance on, while the fas¬ 
cinating duodecimos of such elegant vota¬ 
ries of Fhoebur, as captain A-—, or my 

lord B-, sir J- C-, or lady 

M-are couiting their regards, and 

contending for their attention. 

% 

Still less is the expectati^/n of profit my 
inducement; an advantage in itself un¬ 
certain, and whi?h, should any accrue, is 
already mentally dedicated to the further¬ 
ance of a purpose from which I shall re¬ 
ceive no personal beneCt. At this asser- 

r 2 tion. 
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tton, methinks, sir, I see shake your 
head and smile. Be it so; It js 'Vieverthe- 
le^is the fact. 

Lea^t of all, am I actuate oy the wishes 
or interferenoe of ifiy friends; not even to 
you, sir, whatever may havfe been the fa¬ 
vours I have rec^ved, or tlie obligations I 
have incurred (an^ they haVe botlii been 
numero\is), not even to|you, sir, have I 
ventured to comnlunitate my intension, or 

confide its result; it is unnecessary, there- 

\ 

fore, to state that any censure or disgrace 
this rash attempt at authorship may draw 
down on my unfortunate head, is not to 

t 

be attributed^\tp the^.indiscreet* zeal and 

blind partiality o 4 my friends.* 

^ • 

Having thu% unpquiyocally told you 
uiliat are jiot my mbtives, y 6 u may think 

it right, perhaps, -that I*should be equally 

* * 1^*1 
explicit in declarsog what,they are. 

' I Shall 
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I shall not be guilty of tliL uncourtly 
vulgarism of tilling you, “ That is no bu¬ 
siness of yours,” as I am anxious to be- 
Speak your interest, and secure your la- 
vour; but I do assure you candidly, that 
I (im scarcely conscious of them* myself 
In tiie me:.n time, the performance, such 
as it is, is before you. I do not presume 
to tread in the footsteps of the “ mighty 
magician of Udolpho,” still less in tliose of 
that no less eminent and exalted character, 
the bare-breeched Dominie of Ganders- 
deugh; but if, dr, I can occasionally in¬ 
terest your feelings, or excite a smile upon 

your countenance, irour purpose in read¬ 
ing, and mine in wriung, will both be 
answered. 

Should this, my first offence, be consi¬ 
dered as calling tor severe reprehension, I 
promise, with ail the sircerity of an erring, 

B 3 hut 
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^ut well-disposed Tyro, to ** be a good 

I ^ 

boy, and do so no more.” «lf^ ck\ the con¬ 
trary, you should be induced to smile oh 
what Jias constituted the^ a*hiusement of 
my leisure hj^urs—* if, through the appro¬ 
bation and patronage of Anybody, tlj^ese 
columns should get into tlui hanfels of 

I / 

Everybody, and Ss^^metody * should in con- 

j 

sequence call for a second edition, Nobody 
would be so Imlck gratified, as, 

sill, 

Your most obedient. 

Most faithful, 

‘ And devoted humble servant, 

g: H. E. 
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CII4PTE11 I. 

—Wlio calls so load ? 


-- . . T hings that love night 

Love not such nights as those; the wrathtul skies 
, (.hillow tijc very \v».,i(lc'rers of the dark^ 

And make them keep the'r cu.’cs; since I was man, 
Snell groans of roaring wind and rain I never 
ilenieuil er to Imve heard; man's nature jniinot cany 
The afllu tio'i nor the force, Shaktsi’kaui'. 

A FINE frosty morning was succeeding 
one of the most tempestuous nights which 
the Englishnian’s “ hanging month” (as it 
is termed by our vclatile neighbours acrosc 
the Channel) eve»* produced, when the in- 

B 4 habitants 
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habitants of*a small tenement in one of 
the maritime counties of‘Great Britain 
were suddenly aroused from thl? embraces 
of -Morpheus (a gentleman, by ,the» way, 
whose name, it is mere than probjable, not 
one of the sai(J inhabitants had ever heard 
of) by a loud and violent knocking, oc¬ 
casioned by the repeated application oftthe 

an’s boot-shoe, prettv 
iron, to the knocker¬ 
less portal of the before-mentioned edifice, 
which its proprietol', a'wealthy brewer in 
a neighbouring town, had most pseudony- 
mously dignified with the name of inn. 

Now it had so happei^ed, that a club, 
composed of many of.Jthe surrounding far¬ 
mers, ‘had met the evening before, to ce¬ 
lebrate thfeir wjfkly orgies,^ in ,the room 
which their tburt/jSy denominated a par¬ 
lour; and^ although the fury of the ele¬ 
ments had* occasionefl a thinper meeting 
than usual; the same caijse ..probably had 
^induced .those hardier wort)lies whom the 


•heel of a ploughl 


state of the weathffxv had failed to daunt, 

, " to 
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to fortifv tlieii stomachs with a few addi- 

V 

^ lional dra'ights; so that no material dimi¬ 
nution had taken place in the consump¬ 
tion of the ali^ustomed quantity of punch. 
Indeed, on this as well as on many pre¬ 
vious occasions, the worthy occupier and 
landlord, JSIr. William Clincher, actuated, 
no doubt, by a strong sense of propriety ^ 
and thinking it his duty to prevent, as 
far as in him lay, any alarming defalcation 
in the .article alludea to, had not only as¬ 
sisted* their endeavours, by sundry sip- 
pings and tastings of that seducing fluid 
in the kitchen, before its introduction to 
tlie company at large, but had also availed 
himself of a very slight intimation to ex 
tend his valuable rervicer to the parlour 
also; and as he was h:. he hiibit of favour¬ 
ing that jovial society which i*^ contained, 
with “ The Squire’s Neck-or-nothiug, and 
that was a Grey, ’ in a sufficiently-exalced, 
if not very harmonious, tone of voice, his 
presence was considered rather a desirable 
acquisition than the contrary, more espe- 

B 5 ciallv,. 
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cially, as in addition to hiS ^othQv qualifi¬ 
cations, ho was an excellent and 


was never known to* exhibit ^tho^ slightest 
sympt6ms of wearhiess of ennui at the 
longest histoyy "^of^ the remarkable hard 
frost which happened when Mr. Proscr 


was a boy, or the more facetio\is, bii«i no 
less anodyne legeh^J, of how Dr. Di»owsy\ 
‘‘ uncle Jackson served the exciseman.” 

It was, however, no part of Mr. Clin¬ 
cher’s system*of pdliti(¥^s, to suffer tlie glass 
to stand idle, or, to use his. own constant 


expression, to let the punch get cold 
and he had, fti consequents on the ever- 
memorable evening in question, so flir ac¬ 
celerated its circulation, as well by precept 
as example, tljSt on tlie b^^eakifig up of 
the party, after li&<^ing-fbr some minutes 
impeded'Mr. Aftergrass, ..the •churchwar¬ 
den, in pfitting on,his surtout, through 
his iealoiife endeavours tg assist him; and 
. having, •with difficulty,. Succeeded in light¬ 
ing him to the dfJer, he loft the task of 
bolting and locking up to the wite of bis 
' bosom. 
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) ^ 
bosom, and letired solus to the nuptial 

\;oucli, w.Hhout obtaining, or indeed soli¬ 
citing, the slightest assistance from his 
gentle helpirfate; well knowing, perhaps, 
that any requisition of the kind would 
have been treated with the most consum- 
mrte disdain, that tender-hearted matron 
ha/ing, not unfrequently, on similar oc¬ 
casions, condescended to inform him, not 
in the most conciliating way imaginable, 
that he was a nasty iiitoxitied wretch, and 
might sleep^with the pigs for any thing 
she cared. 

This was the interesting pair whose rosy 
slumbers were prematurely disturbed l)y 
the united vocal, manual, and pedestrioiis 
efforts ‘ of Stephen Whitehead, who had, 
for the last three ycctis, oflieiated as occa- 
casional ploughman and groom in ordi¬ 
nary to the worshipful churchwarden al¬ 
ready recorded. 

Some miniites elapsed ere the perseve¬ 
rance of the impatient rustic was crowned 
'with Its merited success; the applications 

B 6 of 
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of the right elbow of the* radre vigilant 
Mrs. Clincher to the opposite i^bs of het- 
iioipinal lord and mastc^r liaving ^for^once 
failed of their usual success, ^though cer- 

r 

tainly not e?tercised with less energy, froni 
the circumstance of its being,considerably 
earlier than the accustomed period of its 
•^.natutinal labours-/vin the contrary, a j^tqpng 
sympathetic effect ^appeared' to be pro- 
duced by the mode adopted to procure ad¬ 
mission, the aim aad* lieel of, the lady'fall¬ 
ing at length in exact time with the mea¬ 
sure elicited by Ihe more muscular limbs 
of the sturdy ploughman without.— 
Why, Clincher Cliifi-ner, I say! get 
out. Bill Clincher, and see what is the 

4 

matter, you drunken «bea$t' The house 

'' rt'« ' * 

may be on fine* for^iwhat^ you care, and we 
may all be*burnt in our beds!”, 

His senses tlitis doubly assailed. Ml. 
Clilicher at length, with iiifinite reliic- 
tance, extended to- their utmost stretch 

" I ,, 

a pair of large umx^eaning,,eyes, bearing, 
both in size and hue^ *no slight . resem- 
, blance 
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blance to a couple of boiled gooseberj^ies, 
•and proceeded, his teeth chattering with 
cdd, to dislodge the only window-fasten¬ 
ing, a broken fork, long since appropria¬ 
ted to that service, frouj its situation, and 
opening the casement, protruded -a long 
^sc^aggy neck, and a face, the colour of 
wliifh it would have been difficult, at that 
early period of the dawn*, to distinguish 
from the scarlet worsted nightcap which 
suiinounted it, sc as ^o discern the precise 
boundary line which, without any land 
debateable, * separated the one from the 
other. 

^ “ For Heavwifs sake,. Master Clincher,” 

cried the voice of the applicant fiom be¬ 
low,' ‘‘ make haste down, and Kght a fire, 
and get something warm end comfortable 
like; here be Jack Simmons and I ha 
found a poor wretch in Hawkins' Wood, 
almost covered with the snow, and mortal 
stiff to be sure; Jack be run across to the 
cottage at ttie wood-side, to get somebody 
• to help bring im here, and I ha started off 

afore. 
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afore, to give ye notice, and get tlnn,gs ready 
like; so jump about, wool ye that’s a 
good soul, and bring, down the^ brpndy 
bottle; it is tedious cold, and I should like 
a sup o’ brandy idyscL” 

ilaJiterly and'elaborate as this jiaranguc 
undoubtedly was, like many other claio- 
rate harangues, it "contained in itseV' 
seeds of its own discomfiture: by a singu¬ 
lar infelicity, the two wor^s which opera¬ 
ted most forciUly on* the sensoriiim of^thc 
auditor^ were precisely those least atlcula- 
ted to produce an impression favoiimble 
to the petition of the oratoi*. The term, 
“ poor wretch,” w*^s, perhaps, of all others 
in the" language, the one to which Mr. 
Clinclier hdd the most -decided anti insii- 
perable aversfoh; it,is probable that 
the angry ejaculation, fast rising to his lips, 
would have -been succeeded by the imme- 
diatfe replacing of the fork, and utter oc¬ 
clusion both of the advocate and his jn’o- 
tdge. Fortunately,* hdwever„.for the cause 
of humanity, before the embryo maledic¬ 
tion 
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tion could burst in thunder on the head 
of its dejjtiiied and defenceless victim, the 
arrwal of a second courier from Hawkins’ 
Wood, with* the intelligence, that some 
peasants were at hand, with “ old Mr. 
, Baldwin, \/ho had been lost in the snow,” 


‘Caused a sort of antiperistaltic motion in 
tlie‘sentiments of the now-sympatliizing 
publican, completely reversing the former 


course of his ideas, and rendering him as 
eager now for the reception of the unfor- 


tunjite sufferer, as he had before been 


averse to that necessary measure. 

'I’his suddem revulsion of opinion, it is • 
possible, mignt have been occasioned by 
the consideration that Mr. Baldwin was a 


neighbour, though not a near one, and one 
whom, of course, as -tich, it was his duty, 
as a Chiistian, to succour to tlie extent of 
his ability, since it would be uncharitable 
to attribute any weight to tlie totally-irre- 
Jevant circumstance, that his expected^ 


guest had sumeliow or other acquired the 
■ reputation 

i • 11 ^ f ' ’ * ' ^ * 

/ 
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reputation of being one of •the'w/ialtliicst 

s 

inhabitants of that part of the country. 

Whatever might be.the motive tlmfact 
is unquestionable, tliat, cofhmitting the 
flapping casemf^nf to* its own guidance, re¬ 
gardless of the shrill-toned remonstrances 
vociferated by his better half, who ja’o 
bably now found " the wdnds of heaVen 
visit her face too roughly,” our thorough- 
ly-awakefied host proceeded to accoutre 
his outward man with a’degree of dispatch 
which w^ould have done honour to the U- 
lustrious Agamepnnon, king of men, him¬ 
self; and if he were inferior to that gallant 
commander in the, reguloirity with which 
he arrahged his habiliments, as described 
by the greit fattier of'*poetry witn such 
laudable exactness j!)truth.compelling us to 
confess that«he confined*'the arrayinent of 
his person to the slipping bn that part of 
his dress which 'with the greatest reluc¬ 
tance we venture to allude to, and dare by 
no means attempt describe.), he never¬ 
theless 
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tlieless made up in celerity what was defi¬ 
cient in method; and leaving hi& affec¬ 
tionate hcipmate to adorn herself at her 
leisii/e, was in a few seconds busily em- 
jdoyed in raking together the scarce-ex¬ 
tinguished embers of the kHchen fire, hav- 
yig previously admitted Stephen and his 
companion, in order to the gratification of 
his curiosity as to the extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstance which had disturbed his repose. 
But as Mr. 'Whitehead’s narrative, espe¬ 
cially that part ot it tvhich accounted for 
his being so early abroad, was sufficiently 
obscure, and adorned with various episodes, 
^containing the substance of what he said 
to Jack, and wtiat the no-less-communica¬ 
tive Jack replied to him, we shall, to save 
the reader’s time, relate briefly the matter 
as it really occurred. 

The fact then \*'as, that these two wor- 
thy votaries of Ce^es subjoined to tlieir 
daily and avowed vocations of husband¬ 
men, the more private and nocturnal em¬ 
ployment o^ purveyor of game to an emi¬ 
nent 
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nent poulterer in the town of Appleton, 
which we have already statute Imve been 
at no great distance from the'village of 
Mayfield, which comprises nm present 

scene of action. 

' ( 

In the pursuit of the latter calling, the 
morning being an uncomm6nl3^-fine one 
(fine, reader, is a relative term^ and 
jground being everywhere cQvered with 
snow, this was a remarkably-fine one for 
their purpose), they had isS“ued forth at a 
rather earlier hour than"usual, endeaf our- 

V 

ifig to trace the footsteps of a certain nox¬ 
ious animal, calldd a hare, several of which 
were in the constant habit of barking sun- 
dry trees, and otherwise doing considerable 
damage to the young plantations of their 
master, as well to those of mai;y of his 
neighbours. Altlnlti^h diey certainly had 
no absoluWliinjunctions'to that Effect, yet 
recollecting, probably; that it is the pecu¬ 
liar characteristic of a good servant never 
to need bidding to Ao any thmg, and de¬ 
sirous moreover of jfuttmg a^cffectual stop 
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to the serious evil which the nightly de- 
j 3 redatIons ot these robbers occasioned to 
society in general, they had proceeded, in 
the exces^ of their philanthropy, to the 
skirts of Hawkins’ Wood, a cover of con- 
sidcrable extent, near the entrance of 
.which, and at no great distance from a 
‘^footpatb which ran through it, their pro¬ 
gress was arrested by the sight of a human 
body, nearly enveloped in the snow, which 
seemed to ht*ve fallen long and thickly, 
subsequent to the accident or weakness 
whicli had caused its situation. 

It is but justice to the men to add, that 
all thoughts of poaching were immediately 
suspended: alter endeavouring in vain to 
ascertain if any sparks of life were yet re¬ 
maining. they hau flow’^' with Al the speed 
a desire of preserving the life of a fellow- 
creature could inspire, in the different di¬ 
rections already mentioned; and it was not 
till the returp of Simmons, "with the cot¬ 
tager, to the hody, that it was recognised 
^ that of ?Ir. Baldwin, an elderly gentle- 

* man, 
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man, who had for some years led the life 
of a recluse, in a small and Iqnely house, 
situated on the borders of a roinaintic little 
stream, which wound through^ia secluded 
valley, at the distance of about a mile from 
tlie spot where fithis ill-fated person had to 
all appearance breathed his lasc. 

The sun’s first beams shone brightly Oia 
flie snow-crowned summit of,t.ljie sign ot 
the Royal Oak, and disclosed to the eye 
of the passing traveller an excellent like¬ 
ness of the royal fugitive, who, enveloped 
in a fulkbottomed periwig, c very little 
larger than the tiee which shelters him, is 
seen emerging from its branches, and view¬ 
ing, with the most pfiilcsoplTuc indifference, 
two gentlemen on horseback below, in the 
costume of dragwns, With long swords in 
their hands, ahd ettormous'three-cornered 
hats, represented as in actual pursuit of that 
august personage, who, from some strange 
obliquity of'their visual orbs,*^ so nnracu- 
lously escai>es their observation, when the 
procession, bearing* tiie ujifoi;^iinate man, 

extended 
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extended on a hurdle, drew near, and at 
length deposited the unconscious burthen 
on a largo table, in the inner room, while, 
neaHy at the same moment, Mr. Jordan, 
a member of the faculty, whose skill in the 
three branches of the profession remained 
•unrivalled and unquestioned in the village 
of May^eld and its vicinity, walked ma¬ 
jestically into the assembly. 

The arrival of this learned practitioner 
at ^this precise juncture was extremely op¬ 
portune: he had received a summons, about 
two hours before, to attend the crying-out 
of the wife of a labourer'in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; and hrving succeeded in introduc¬ 
ing a fine boy to the notice of his seven 
expecting little brothers and sisters, was 
urging an old grey poncy to the top of his 
speed (a very model ai,e canter), with the 
hope and intention of yet enjoying a com- 
foilable nap befoie breakfast, when, at¬ 
tracted by the confusion of voices proceed¬ 
ing from the public-house, and the singu¬ 
larity of ite being open at so early an hour, 

he 
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he rode up to the door, immediate.ly alight^ 
ing, when informed of the accident which 
had occurred, to offer his professional ser¬ 
vices. Drawing off his gloves, and order-, 
ing all to quit the room, except the land¬ 
lord and his wifc, witli a few others whose 
assistance might be useful, he prepared to 
examine the patient; and after th^i custo¬ 
mary application to the wristband a’cri¬ 
tical survey of 4he body,^ pronounced, 
with a solemnity of v^sagerwhich an owl 
might have envied, '' the principle of vi¬ 
tality to be either suspended or extinct.” 

In order, therefore, to ascertain whether 
it was or was not in the power of medicine 
to restore animation,* he* caused the body 
to be stripped, and placed between two 
blankets, giving iTwious * other directions 
in the furtherarice v>f thijr benevolent in- 
t^tion; every effort, however, proved in¬ 
effectual; and after theiapse of a consider¬ 
able period of time, Mr. (or, as* he was in^ 
variably styled by the villagers, doctor) 
Jordan was i-eluctahii}' compelled to admit 

that 
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that this was one of those eases which set 
chemical*'^ and galenicals at defiance, the 
jmticnt being neither more nor less than 
absolute!; and in-ecoverably defunct He 
accordingly recommended Mr. Clincher, 
whose countenance had viribly increased 
in longitude when the decision was an¬ 
nounced, to take proper measures for in- 
ibrniing the friends of the deceased, as well 
as the inmates of Ins habitation, of the 
fatal occurrence which liad taken place, 
adding, that, of course, an inquest must be 
held at' the Royal Oak. 

This latter remark tended a little to dis¬ 
sipate the clouds which chagrin had begun 
to scatter over the rosy features of the land¬ 
lord ; but in executing the fii’st part of the 
commission, a difticulty advise, which liad 
not been foreseen either by mine host or 
the doctor. To \^liom were tiic^r to ap¬ 
ply ? Mr. Baldwin had, it was notorious, 
long since inhabited a small hause, which 
he rented at a low rate of a gentleman re* 
siding in tlie of Appleton; althougli 

unquestionably 
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unquestionably possessed of considerable 
property, which several circumstances had 
combined to indicate, his habitt and man- 
ne)c of living had been pentwioiis in the 
extreme. One old man alone was the fel- 
low-inmate of his dwelling, whose daily 
task it was to make his master's bed, ar¬ 
range and light a few sticks, ^hen.Cold 
* compelled him to allow himself the luxury 
of a fire, and dress the coarse and scanty 
fare which supported hinw This latter ar¬ 
ticle was invariably purchased and brought 
home by himself; and while in quality it 
was no way superior to the food of the 
meanest labourer, so alsQ in quantity it 
was lamentably deficient. His clothes 
\rere of the most ordinary kind, npt un- 

j , 

frequently variegated’ with ''palspbes wlK)se 
colour bore littl«f» i*esemblance to that of 

I 

the original suit: y^t notwithstanding 
this, and a method he had contracted of 

I I 

stooping in his^gait, while his eye, rarely 
lilted to the parallel .of thp horizon, was 
incessantly revolting Tronic side to side, 

with 
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with an air of restlessness and undefined 
suspicion; st*ll, like my uncle Toby, “ Na- 
iture had written gentleman so legibly 
upon*his brew” that the surrounding pea¬ 
santry seldom failed to step aside from the 
footway to give him the pass, and touch 
their hats to the old miser,” a name by 
which he was much more frequently de¬ 
signated than by any other appellation 
whatsoever. Three persons only had been 
known to visit iiim m his retreat; a lad, 
w ho had at one period resided in his house, 
and who was generally siijqiosed to be his 
son; Mr. Beresford, the proprietor of his 
gottage; and an attorney from Appleton, 
who had, in one or two instances, assisted 
him ir his professional capacity. 

After Liatul*e deliberatlc/O, therefore, it 
was at length determined, that the news 
of the decease of his tenant should forth¬ 
with be conveyed to Mr. Beresford, Jor¬ 
dan himself kindly volunteering the 
vice, as that gentleman resided but a few 

VOL. I. c doors 
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doors distant from the doctor’s medical 
emporium. , 

Humour, with her hundred tongues, 
had however contrived to abridge the la¬ 
bours of thc^ learned disciple of. Hippo¬ 
crates, by previously conveying to the 
ears of the person he designed* to call upon 
some intelligence of tlie catastrophe of the 
night, who, in consequence, presented 
himself to the view of his intended visitor 
about half-way between tlie Royal Oak 
and the place of liii destination. 

Reining in his horse the.moment he 
approached JMr. Jordan, he received, in 
answer to his earnest inquiries, a full con¬ 
firmation of the melancholy fact, delivered 
with all due technicality, and in terms so 
much more circ%>mstantial tlfen J'iis impa¬ 
tience could liroolf, ''that* cutting short his 
informant’s diseqursc/'he« abruptly de¬ 
manded w hether thc^ body still remained 
in Jfche house in w hich it was Originally de¬ 
posited?* 

Having 
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Having r^^plied in the affirmative, the 
erudite votary of iEsculapius resumed the 
broken thrr ad of his oration, and proceed¬ 
ed to assure Lin^i—That when the blood 
is immoderately cooled or condensed, as 
in these cases of congelation, the corpus¬ 
cular attraction prevailing over the expan¬ 
sive ibree, the serum becomes over-thinned 
and diluted, and is consequently separated 
too fast, when being thrown off too plen¬ 
tifully^ on the glands and lymphatics, the 
consecfueiice, my dear sir, is, that-” 

I 

Hut here the exposition ceased abi Liptlv% 
the expounder perceiving that his auditor, 
whose politeness and attachment to learn¬ 
ing, he, in his own mind, determined to be 
about i^>on a par, had left him to deduce ef¬ 
fects from 'jauses by nimsel^, and was ra¬ 
pidly advancing at a pretly smart gallop 
to the abandoned theatre of his late scien¬ 
tific experiments. 

Unwilling therefore to east away his 
eloquence, and “ waste his learning on 
the desert air,” lie gave a gentle intima- 

c 2 tion 
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tion to his four>fix>ted companion to acce¬ 
lerate his pace, and proceeded on to Ap¬ 
pleton, inwardly lamenting t3ie-dtgeneracy< 
of the age, and its growing* indifference 
to the abstruser studies and the depths of 

* ' I * ' 

philosophical vesearch. 


CHAP- 
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CkAPTER II. 

. _ ' 


. . . — Sordidiis ut sc 

• • 

imquam servo melius festiret; acl usque 
h>upreniufA tempns ne se penurin victus 
Oppriineret, inetuebat. Horace. 

• . 

•-—- ■. -"-So sorf^d grown, 

H» very servant’s garb excellM his own ; 

VVhiie, to the last, by avarice render’d blind, 

Mean fears of poverty oppress'd his mind. Anon, 


When Jlr. Beresford arrived at the ^oyal 
Oak, throwing the reins upon his horse’s 

neck, he leaped from the* saddle, and de- 

• • • 0 . 

manded, with muph impatience, of the 
disappointefd ClincHer, who would willing¬ 
ly have favoured hinf with his edition of 

• • 

the history of Mr. Baldwin’s misfortune, ^ 
to be immediate!/ (inducted to the T’oom 
wliich contained the renteins of his unfor- 

c 3 tunate 
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itunate tenant, or, as he st^le(J him, friend, 
expressing his anxiety to »satisfy himself 
by actual inspection, if there ^ere indeefl 
ho hopes of reanimating ^tbe vital*flamc. 
The landlgrd accordingly, with ^ shake of 
the head, \Wiich expressed as strongly as 
a shake of the head could express any 
thing, his full persuasion of the impossi¬ 
bility of accomplishing so..desirable an 
event, preceded his guest to the apartment 

(a small double-bedded rOom at the back- 
* « 

part of the hou/e) in which Mr. Jordan 
had directed the corpse to be placed, for the 
purpose of applying those means of resus¬ 
citation which his exp^erience suggested. 

Here, extended oa a 'dock-bed, Beres- 
ford perceived the body of thi-s victim to 
the severity df*tlie elements, .when a very 
slight examination convinced him that the 
assertions of Ids boitt, vdio ^roundly de¬ 
clared tlie poor genvkmaai to be as dead 
as Harry the Eighth,” were indeed too fa¬ 
tally fbunded in fact., ' . 

Bk^atbing theiefore a sigh to the fate of 

" the 
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the unfontunate sufferer^ he proceeded; 

* f 

with th^ assistance of Clincher, to scruti¬ 
nize the sockets of the deceased—a cere¬ 
mony wnidi jfchat conscientious innkeeper 
asseverated was stilj to be performed. The 
produce of their search, fvhen arranged 
upon the opposite bed, appeared, after the 
most miiaute investigatjon, to consist of a 
large black, pocketbook, closely clasped— 
a leathern box, containing a fe^ pinches 
of Lundy foot—halfi-a-dozep shillings, and 
about nineppnee in ebpper—the remains 
of a handkerchief, which seemed to have 


seen considerable service—and, lastly, Mr. 
J[?eresford extracted from an inner breast¬ 
pocket a moderately-siJied bunch of keys. 


to whiejh was attached one of* a very pe¬ 
culiar ccftwtructioh. , * •. 

Having satisfied themselves that no part 
of the eftects •belonging to the deceased 
had escaped their observation, Mr. Bores- 


ford dispatched his assistant for a lij^ht,.J;)y 
the help of whichr he proceeded* to affix 
his smI to the pocketlJook, which, toge- 


• c 4 


ther 
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ther with the other articles, after having 
made the landlord take a correct itiventory 
of them, he then deposited inta closet in** 
the room, the door of which being also 
sealed, the was committed to the care 

t 

of Clincher, ^ith an injunction to send 
him early intelligence of the hour w'hioh 
the coroner might appoint for the inquest. 
Beresford then mounted his < horse,' inat¬ 
tentive to the repeated insinuations of Mr. 
Clincher, as to the rawness of the inorn- 
ing, and the beneftcial effects of “ pepper¬ 
mint cordial,” or “ cherry brandy,” on the 
coats of the stomach in cold w^eather, and 
directed his course, as e,xp?ditiously as thp 
natui)e of the road would admit, to tlie 


habitatioir of his late tenant, at the door 
of which he |>erjeive,d Old Andrew Robin¬ 
son, the kind of' half-cTomestic, half-com¬ 
panion, we have, before alluded*'to, in con- 
vej'sation with .one of the persons who had 


,assisted in conveying his master to the 
Royal Oak. • 

On perceiving*'h1s approach,. Stephen, 

' for 
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for it was jiimself, retired, civilly touching 
his hat as he, passed, while Andrew, draw- 
• ing near, with a rueful aspect, exclaimed, 

in a dolorous tohe—“ Bad news, bad news, 

, • 

your honour! Your honour has'heard, 
maybe, what has hap'^ened/to poor mas¬ 
ter? well, well, to be sure, all things last 
bul.a tinje! I thought how it would be 
—-my mind^ always misgived me, some-* 
how, these Lunnon journeys would do 
him no good at last, travelling &11 night 
a-top o’ them coaches,. jn all sorts of wea¬ 
ther, £md then three long miles to walk. 
No, no—^it wasn’t for nothing the death- 
watch ticked go close to my ear all last 
night, and thef coffin fl^w out of the fire; 
besieges, I dreamt of water, and to*dream 
of watei^ you know, sit,/always signifies 

« Never mii}d \^at it signifies, my good 
Andrew,!’ said his auditbr (alighting, and 
cutting short a string of prodigies, which, 
though of a humbler* nature, might havb 
vied in nupiber and variety with those 
• . c 5 which. 
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which the historian records tp have at> 
tended ** imperial Ceesar, dead and turned 
to clay”); “ it is but too true,. Andrew, ‘ 
that your master has left this world, 1 Vrust, 
for a better; and^all we can do now is to 
pay proper revpect to his remains, and se- 
cure>his effects for his son, who, it is to he 
hoped, will benefit society by a Judiqioiis 
use of those hoards which my vmfortiinate 
friend must have accumulated,” 

“ His'son ? Ah J poor lad—^poor young 
gentleman! it wilj^, be a sad loss to him, 
for his father loved him even better than 
he did his money; nay, tlie very day he set 
out on this last joum^,^he told me he 
should soon see hiSrdear Charles; it is now 
live years since he left home to go to Oxford 
College^ or som^ .sich place, and paster has 
been more neat and kir^y-like ever since, 
always scolding and giumhling at me for 
being wasteful, and raying I should ruin 
him, and sich like; always a-cscraping and 
kfrapingi and all for master Charles : a fine 
ladl^e was^ to be^sure, /or all he was a 

little 
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little mischievous, and once set my wig 
afire. 1 remember he had a brown mole 
m the tijft of his left ear, and that is sure 
to prognosfify- 

“ No' matter wli^t,” cried Beresford, 
hastily: “ a truce, my good fellow, to your 
predictions of the future, and let us look 
a little to the present, which alone ought 
to occupy *ofir attention now. Mr. Bald- 
v^in is no more; and although L am per¬ 
suaded his son Is pursuing a.course of edu¬ 
cation somewhere in the neighbourhood 
of the metropolis, still I know not the 
precise spot of his residence: of how- 
•ever, the papj&rs* of ihy friend will, of 
course, furnish us with *the requisite infor- 
matibnt In the m,ean time, Kobinson, I 
would wish you to go imlnqdiately to Mr. 
Bagshaw,^ wlio has, I know, been in the 
habit of doing business tfor Mr. Baldwin, 
and request him to ride over directly, end 
assist me in the. examination I ^ about 
to make, and the* measures which must 

taVen for fhe security of the property; 

c 6 . so 
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SO let me have a crust of bread and cheese, 
with a glass of your mild beer: ?ake my 
horse, and I will wait your retijrn in. the 
kitchen. Be as speedy |is yojJ can.” 

With part of this^ nequisition tiie hum¬ 
ble mattre d'^tel professed his readiness 
to comply; the remains of a small loaf of 
coarse brown bre»d, and even k piece of 
cheese, the first mouthful of which brought 
tears intp Mr. Beresford’s eyes, w^ere ac¬ 
tually produced on the table; but beer of 
any description, being an article wAiich 
very much tends to the improper and su- 
{xjrfluous secretion of bile, from a laudable 
attention to his owm health, and a tende?- 
regard for that of honest Andrews had long 
been erased from the ^^y-no-means luxuri¬ 
ous catalogu.q of dainties which composed 
Mr. Bald\yn’s domestic! bill of fare. To 

II V « 

make amends for the omission, a glass of 
pure spring water, wdiich Robinson, on the 
authority of his lat^ master, though not 
without some ^gree of hesitation, did not 
scruple to pronounce amitch morei;(?fresh- 
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itig and salubrious beverage, was substi¬ 
tuted in® its stead; and the worthy domes- 
^ lie, having, after sundry contortions both 
of ifrub anfl^ feature, succeeded in attain- 
ing the summit of .the saddle, set out on 
his embassy with a degree of earnestness 
and goodwill, that rendered it difficult to 
discover 4vhether the legs of the quadru¬ 
ped, or of. the biped who bestrode him, 
proceeded with the greater celerity of mo- 
tioq; while Mr. Eeresford, who stood 
watclpng his. departuro from the window, 
as soon as he beheld him fairly started, re¬ 
turned to the enjoyment of his savoury 
♦I’epast, and tlie meditations which were 
to be his sole companions till his return. 

By (Jint of much assiduity^and -perse¬ 
verance,* assisted by gn pceasional insertion 
of the forefinger 6f his Whip-hand between 
the pummel of the sat^dle and the spinal 
marrow of his Bucephala|i, our friend An¬ 
drew contrived to reach the point of hjs 
destination, 'without any more s^ous dis¬ 
aster than. a*rather. considerable excoriation 

• of 
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of the epidermis, in that part of his person 
most ^posed to the power of frietion 
during this unwonted equestrian expedi¬ 
tion. . ' . ^ ' 

Riding up, and knocking at a large 
door in the t^vvn of Appleton, on which 
a radiant brass plate, that glittered in the 
sun with a brilliance almost defeating its 
ostensible purpose, informed* <he curious 
passenger that the mansion whose entrance 
it adorned was the habitation of Mr. Hag- 
shaw, solicitor, he? was fortunate enough 
to find, in answer to his inquiries, that 
that gentleman was at home; and on re¬ 
sorting to a gilded handle un one side, sig 
nificantly inscribed with the words, of¬ 
fice bell,”'the long-continued reverbera¬ 
tions of sound produced by his application 
to that instrument, at length procured the 
appearance of a young gentleman (for such 
his^unple pantaloons, the voluminous folds 
9 f bis cravat, and "the exquisite arrange¬ 
ment ot his hair, in spite of the pen which 
protruded from benind his ear, announced 

him 
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))ini to be), who, on learning his business, 
ushere(l*him« with no slight degree of self- 
* iTfiportance, into the presence of the per- 
sona*ge 'he wa§’in quest of. 

Mr. Peter Bagshaw, attori>^y at law (or 
rather solicitor, the former^eing now be¬ 
come an almost-exploded term), was seated 
in an inr^Jr room, to which an office, sur- 
roiinSed by ^several lofty desks, served as 
an antichamber, at a circular table, co- 
vered with green baize, and supporting 
sevdrfd huge\ skins of parchment, embla¬ 
zoned with mystic characters, one of which 
divided his attention with a plate of but¬ 
tered muffins,•tlip savoury companion,of 
a large bason of souchong, which spaoked 


at his elbow. His person, mean and di- 
minutivc,.waB enveloped* in a cotton dress- 
ing-gown, and derived ^idditional splen¬ 
dour fronf a piir df red moroc^ slippers; 
his face, thin, salloV, and meagre, con¬ 
tained a pair of little red ferret eyes, whose 
quick and inces&ant Vevolutions^^ve an 
expression oi? jierti ter a set of features 

• never 
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never handsome, and on which that cruel 
enemy to beauty, the smallppx, *had left 
traces of its ravages in no common degree. 
His short sandy-coloured ‘ whiskers,' sur¬ 
mounted by^a chevelure of the same agree¬ 
able complexion, were so little disguised, 
in point of hue, by a somewhat redundant 
application of hair-powder, that tly?y would, 
in all probability, have defied jthe most ac¬ 
tive energies of the Tricosian Fluid itself 
to produce any material alteration in their 

I 

appearance. , 

One side of the apartment was occu^ 
pied by sundry shelves, containing va¬ 
rious small partitions, Jecbnically termed 
“ pigeon-holes,” most of which exhibited 
to view bundles of papers, labelled — 

Giles versus JEIumphreys/’—Higgin¬ 
botham against flarrow’fat ,”—Ex parte 
Wilkinson,” and diveis other denomina¬ 
tions. Three large boxes of block tin, ja¬ 
panned, and inscribed with the names of 
gentlemen resident m ^he neighbourhood, 
were arranged on the opposite side of the 

room. 
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room, whic^ was also decorated with a 
mahogany bookcase, supporting in its re- 
•ccsses,“Burns’ Justice,”—“Cokeupon Lit¬ 
tleton,”—“ liTolan on the Poor Laws,”-r- 
“ Blackstone’s Commentaries,” andvother 
works of various learned lunsinaries of the 
law. A map of the county, an almanack, 
andT ^ couple of card-racks, filled with let¬ 
ters, CompQsed the remaining furniture of 
the apartment. 

On Robinson’s admission to the pre¬ 
sence, the learned gentleman, slightly 
elevating his eyes from the indenture he 
was perusing, cast a cursory glance upon 
his visitor, who, out of breath from his 
exertions, and* perhaps, a little daunted at 
finding himself suddenly in immediate 
contact*with so grpat a njan, stood bowing 
w^ith the utmost •hifmil^ty*, •which almost 
immediately yev^ted to the •parchment 
before him, delaying about a second in its 
progress, a& the plate of muffins came 
within the scope of* its regard, yhen se¬ 
lecting a most inviting.portion of that de¬ 
licate 
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licate article for instantaneous consump- 
tion, Mr. Bagshaw, in an ipipeded accent, 
demanded his business. 

- All the little lawyer’s nonchalance^ and 
air of important abstraction, on learning 
the object sif his journey, vanished and 
forsook him at once. Starting on his feet, 
one hasty effort consigned the .contents of 
the bason to their destined repositoiy; the 
bell was rung, his liorse was ordered with 
all possible dispatch/, and long before that 
useful animal made his appearance at the 
front-door, a black coat and waistcoat, the 
one copiously besprinkled with powder 
behind, and the other slightly tinged with 
snuff before, had, together with a pair of 
boots, entirely superseded the gown and 
slippers. " A few hurried directions to his 
clerk, Mr.’ 'Ralpli Pcunce, the elegant 
youth whb had before ^act^d as geiltteman- 
iisher, filled up the' interval between his 
complete equipment en cavalier^ and the 
appeaasnce of his steed.-^“ Be sure, Ralph, 
not to forget tli® serving* that subpoena 

upon 
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upon old Bai^ave, in Smith’s action 
he is no* at home, you will certainly find 
• him at the George and Vulture, or the 
Red* Lion ;4ttt&nd to that yourself, for the 
old man’s evidence is of the greatest con¬ 
sequence. Send Williams«wth the writ 
of ejectment to Wouldstay’s; if the man’s 
out, let ^im leave it with his wife. If 
the gentleman calls that* lost his snuff-box, 
let him have it, on paying my bill for ex- 


pences, but noJ: without—the account lies 
on the mantlepiece; and v^hen the wag¬ 
goner that found it comes, tell him he 


must call again.” 


With a mi^ed air of consequence and 
deference, in* which an observe would 


hav^ been puzzled to ascertain which of 
tliose two qualities prepjoAderated, the ele¬ 
gant Mr. Pounce received ‘the directions 
of his superiof, who now bestriding a stout 
serviceable gelding, wAich had been led 
round by a dirty-lookidg fbotboy, in a 
tawdry livery much ’ soiled, set j>ut wqfli 

honest 
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honest Andrew in his rear to join Mr. 
iberesford with all convenient diapatch. 

On the road, in reply to his numerous 
inquiries, he drew froij^ his oompanion as 
many' of the circumstances attending the 
accident of tlie preteding night as Robin¬ 
son himself was in possession of, and 
immediately on his arrival at the cottage 
saluted Mr. Beresford, who came out to 

m 

receive him, with a most gracious bow.— 
“ Good-^morning, Mr. Beresford—good¬ 
morning, sir,^’ cried the obsequious attor¬ 
ney, as he dismounted. A fine day, sir, 
a very fine day for this time of the year; 
I have obeyed your summons, you see, 
sir, without loss of time. In cases of this 
nature, you do very right not to act^yrith- 
out legal advice—very judicious,,Mr. Be¬ 
resford—verjijudiciotis Indeed!” 

The gentleman whom h| addressed re¬ 
plied to his civilizes merely by a bend of 
acknowledgment, and, as if intuitively 
shrinki|[)g from the pert familiarity of his 

» companion. 
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companion,*led the way into the interior 
of the cdttage, when, motioning him to 
he seated, he said, with some slight em- 
barras*sment-&-^‘,Mr. Bagshaw, I have re¬ 
quested your professional attendance and 
assistance on this melanchol}r*occasion, as I 
know you have been in the habit of act¬ 
ing as an ^viser to my poor friend, Mr. 
Baldwin, mqre than once, and the rather, 
as I should wish to have some gentleman 
of the profession to aid me in the neces¬ 
sary Search for any will4^he deceased may 
have left behind him, although circum¬ 
stances induce me to believe that Mr. 
Baldwin has di^ iptestate; in which case 
your presence will be desirable, to instruct 
me in«the best method of securing the pro¬ 
perty for Jijs son, who is^ainquestionably 
his heir, and whoife Ve shall, no 

doubt, discoven ftOm some of his late fa- 
ther’s papers.” 

The lawyer bowed. 

I fear, howevfei:,” resumed MirBeres- 
ford, that 1 have to apologize for sum¬ 
moning 
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Ironing you from home unnecessarily on 
the present occasion, as I am apprehen¬ 
sive our purposed investigation must be 
delayed for the presen'^, Mr. Baldwin’s 
room being strongly secured. The keys 
which wouldMmit lis are, I have no doubt, 
the same which were found in his pockety 
and which still remain deposited in the 
custody of the innkeeper; I presume, 
therefore, we must await the result of the 
inquest, before we can, consistently with 
propriety, avail ourselves of the usfe of 
them, unless you would recommend the 
forcing the door, as to which 1 wish to be 
entirely guided by your advice, l^ermit 
me, sir, to shew you to the'apartment.” 

Rising as he ended, Beresford led the 
way up a small^dight of stairs, ,to a room 
immediately*uvea;, the one in which they, 
had been 'sitting, and* which *Robinson 
identified as being th^ bedroom of his late 
master; the door, however, was firmly 
locked, ^d resisted tlietr utmost efforts 
to obtain a passage. 

Finding 
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Finding it in vain to attempt to pro-, 
cure admission without making use of 
violence, Bagshaw, although not a little 
disappointed, declined resorting to forcible 
measures, tut suggested the p^ppriety of 
affixing seals to the door, and leWing some 
t met worthy and responsible person in 
charge of the premises, until the coroner’s 
verdict should .enable them to gain access 
by easier means, observing at the same 
time, that even should they succeed in 
entcriAgf the room, they would, in all pro¬ 
bability, be still as far as ever from obtain¬ 
ing their object; a man of Mr. Baldwin’s 
liaj)its having doubtless secured every thing 
under lock and Key. 

Indeedj both he and Beresford. perfectly 
recollected«a.certain large irQn*chest» which 
occupied a corner cff the apaftment^ and 
which neithbr ofl thcim, although*the(y did 
not think it neeessai*y to ^confide their 
ideas on the Subject to each otlwass Kao. 
any hesitation in* supposing- wouldi be* 

found to contfuA the vouchers of tlie pro¬ 
perty. 
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perty, as well as directions for its disposal 
—‘‘ For,” added Mr. Bagsha^’’, ‘‘ your 
conjecture of my poor client’s havincf 
died intestate, Mr. Bercijf^d, I Believe 
I may venture to pronounce erroneous, 
as I myself* drew up, according to liis 
desire, the copy of a will, which was ex¬ 
ecuted some years ago, and the counter- 
part of which is at this moment in my 
office.” 

Indeed,’’ cried Bere^ford, with ^n air 
of chagrin, which, in spite of Iiii? efforts 
to conceal it, betrayed to the observant 
eye of the attorney, that this piece of in¬ 
telligence fras far from •pleasing; “and 
what, my good sir, might be the genera! 
tenor of its contents ? I do not ask for 
particulars, sinee, no doubt, possessed, as 
I know my Yriei?id to If^ve been, of consi¬ 
derable property (thoifgh tiot, ‘I have rea¬ 
son to suppose, to tlie extent many people 
may imagine), a deed of thSat kind must, 
of course, be voluminous.” 

“ Oh no, no!” ^replied Bagshaw, quite 

• the 
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the contraiy, I believe, quite short and 
explicit. • The multiplicity of things of 
\he kind I have since been ^gaged in, 
render it in^|pq$siUe for me to recall the 
precise contents to my memqry; But as 
well as I can recollect,* quite Tiiief, giving 
and bequeathing all and every his proper¬ 
ty, real ^ind personal, wheresoever and 
whatsoever,* .to his only son, Charles Bald¬ 
win—not a single legacy, I am pretty 
sure—not abovo hal^a-dozen lines; nay, 
by-tlie-bye, if I am noj mistaken, your 
name is inserted as liis executor.” 

As he uttered these words, tlie man of 
l^w could not forbjBar casting *a sly glance 
at the counteiiance of bis auditor, fully 
expecting, perhaps, to discover evident 
traces of disappointment in.it at the failure 
of a bequest, which be*liaQ* now little 
doubt but'Beresfbfd had sangiiinely ex- 
[>ected, and whicli, if report were to be 
believed, would be far from unacceptable 
to that gentleman; >vbi 08 e &asaace% accord¬ 
ing to the in^nuatioiifi ^of rumour, were 

VOL. I. • D by 
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by no means likely to continue in the 
prosperous state they had forineHy main¬ 
tained. In point of fact, it had been hint-* 
ed, that very morning, thata*house in the 
city, of some reputjp in the mercantile 
world, with^'which Mr. Beresford w^as 
known to have been connected in the ear- 

i 

lier part of his life, and of which a rela¬ 
tion was still one of the leading partners, 
was supposed to be on the verge of bank¬ 
ruptcy. The truth of the story itself^ how'- 
ever, was doubted; yet had it been esta¬ 
blished, although a few of the gossips, both 
male and female, who inhabited the town 
of Appleton, whispered that it was posr 
siblc Mr. Beresford might still be secretly 
connected with the concern, a large ma¬ 
jority, from his-retired and domestic ha¬ 
bits, and weT(i-ki'X)wn aversion to business, 
gave little credit to the^ report. * 

Nevertheless, if this was really Bag- 
shaw’s expectation, he was deceived. An 
expression of emotion-did indeed slight¬ 
ly pass over the strongly-masked features 

of 
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of the objeci of his scrutiny, but so vague 
and undefined’in its nature, as com|)letely 
to baffle his jpe^etration, and to leave i^t 
impossible for. him to decide whether the 
slight suffusion he observed were of a plea¬ 
surable nature, or one arising from vexa¬ 
tion .and regret. 

The, ide*d he had started was therefore 
iinniediately abted upon; and wax being 
produced, the door was secured, under the 
impression of the Bagshaw djrest—a fox 
proper,‘passant, guardani*, with two tails. 

This ceremony having been performed, 
and Robinson placed in strict charge of 
t’^e house, and bvtVy thing it contained, 
the two coadjutors departed together for 
Appleton, having first mutually agreed to 

meet at tlie’ Royal Oak on day which 

* , 

should be ajppointed for the customary in¬ 
quiry, and proceed thenco, as soon as the 
law’s delay would allow them, to execute- 
the commission they had imposed upon 
themselves. 


D 2 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER Ilf. 


Mar. Sir ! bir ! the man of honour is come ! , * 

Newly alighted. — ^ — 

Sir GUe&. —. — —. I,et then^ sound' 

A princely welcome I — Massing cn. 

t 

The bells of St. Mary's cBurch were ring- 
* • • 

ing a merry peal,ron the eventful, morn¬ 
ing which ushered in the new year, to the 
great oblectation of the worthy denizens 
of Appleton, most of whelm were mighty 
lovers of harmony, when a throng of visi¬ 
tors, of all kipds and degrees, with ve¬ 
hicles of every description,* froift the lan¬ 
dau and four, through ‘all the several gra¬ 
dations of familv coacli, chariot, curricle, 

*■ 

tilbuiy, and humble buggy, to that still 
humbler mode of conveyance described 

m 

by the facetious George Colnian as “ a 
ten-toed machine'kept by tills hayipakers 

in 




BALDWIN. 


53 


in Ireland,” preferred by so many proba¬ 
bly froni<Arenemtion on account t)f its an¬ 
tiquity, (pedestrianism being, beyond con¬ 
troversy, onei of the most ancient in the 
^lircle of ,the arts and sciences), assembled 
round the portico of a*respeotoble-looking 
mansion, situate near the entrance of the 
town, which had for many succeeding 
years '•been jconsidered as^ the residence of 
the principal family in the place. By a 
fatality by no ipeans^ singular, this edifice 
had V)ot, for two generation^f, afforded an 
asylum to its lawful proprietors, who, re¬ 
duced in circumstances and condition, con¬ 
tented themselves with a much smaller 
fiabitation in the neighbourhood, and de¬ 
rived,no slight accession to their income 
from letting the once-chertshed mansion 
of their forefathers to casyiM* occupiers of 
a more wealthy description than them¬ 
selves. 

By one of tliese it was at presenrt 
nanted. The pr^eding Thursday had 
exhibited a plain but handsome dark green 

*D 3 chariot 
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chariot and four, followed ty two out¬ 
riders, drawing up to its, entrance, at¬ 
tended en suite by a town-built coach and 
a hack chaise, both loaded^ with trunks, 
impes*ials, ladies’ maids, bandboxes, and 
other lumber; and a fine-looking robust 
old gentleman, with a florid complexion 
and a military air, having made his ap¬ 
pearance at church in the rector’s plew, on 
the succeeding Sunday, supporting on his 

arm a showy dame, whose charms, now 

# 

past their fneridian, by the assistance of 
Parisian carmine, and the aid of the in¬ 
imitable Gowland, still gave evidence of 
their pristine loveliness. ^ The first ques¬ 
tion, of course, pn the ensuing Monday, 
among all the Appleton loungers, after 
their usual ahd hurried morping saluta¬ 
tion, was—?‘TIaVc yen been to call on 
the general?” or, “*Are you going to 
leave your card at‘lady Delaval’s?”—in- 
"ceriogations, one or other of which were 
invariably answered in the affirmative by 
all whose situation in life ^would afford 

them 
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them the most distant prospect of being 
able to onro^ a baronet among the list of 
' their acqumntance. 

F/ank, cperi-hearted, and easy of ac- 
cessy sir. Charles Delaval, compelled un- 
willingly by his increasing infirmities to- 
retire from the perils and bustle of a pro¬ 
fession to which he was most ardently at- 
tached» an(} in which hitf courage and con¬ 
duct had procured him the distinction his 
merits challenged, threw open his doors 
to the admission of those in whose neigh- 
bourtiood circumstances, rather than any 
impulse of his own, had combined to fix 


him. True it is, that had his own feel- 
ings only been consulted, Appleton was 
not exactly the situation he would have 
selectel^ as the spot of all others most con¬ 
genial to his ini^lulatibns*;^ but the very 
circumstancei| wVich communicated a re¬ 
pulsive sensation io him were unfortu¬ 
nately those which opetated in a .disect 
inverse ratio on'his better half, and formed 
• D ^ the 



56 


Baldwin. 


the strongest attraction possible to lady 
Delaval. 

Five and twenty years before the period’ 
wcare now recording, sir Charles,‘then 
lieutenant Delaval of a niarching regi¬ 
ment, had irf <:his very town espoused the 
only daughter of an eminent carcase- 
butcher. The money he received witli 
her (about seven hundred pounds^f had 
purchased him a company, and laid the 
foundatibn- of his future fortunes; the ca¬ 
det of an ancibnt and most respectable fa¬ 
mily, neglected by his relations, who pro¬ 
bably considered a pair of colours as an 
ample provision for a younger son, he was 
thrown early upon, his own Tesources, and 
having, after a series of years spent in tlie 

f 

most active aitd. dangerous •service, suc¬ 
ceeded in acquiring fanjk and reputation 
in the army, the sudden and unexpected 
deaths of three ?ntei^nediate heirs to the 
fefffily honours Had rendered him successor 
to a baronetage, and a considerable estate 

attached 
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attached to* the title, almost at the very 

moment When a grape-shot from the walls 

of a fortress, the storming *of which was 

allott^ to tAe, division under his com- 

# 

rnand, by inflicting a severe wourtd on 
the hip, rendered him incapable of serving 
his country any longer in a military ca¬ 
pacity. , 

Covered wth laurels dearly canied, sir 
•Charles, on reaching England, after having 
paid^ his respects ta the higher powers, 
from'iyhom Hemet with the reception his 
exertions merited, hastened, in company 
w^ith his wife, to take possession of the 
property which^ h£^d so unexpectedly be¬ 
come his own," when, after a considerable 
period spent in the settlement of his af¬ 
fairs, and* thewi-anffement of the various 
concerns-which no)v called fbt his superin¬ 
tendence hnd inspection, he yielded at 
length a reluctant assent'to the entreaties 
of his lady, jfhd returned to the metfop(> 
lis, where, in a feW.days, at the house of a 

mutual frieixl* he met, for the first time 
. * 

'D 5 * since 
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since his revisit to his native country, Mr. 
Beresford, the gentleman .so c^en men¬ 
tioned in the •course of this history, wh6 
liappened to be at that tiri^e^n Ix>ndon on 
busiifess, with whom he joyfully renewed 
an acquainfasice commenced many years 
before in the days of his courtship, when, 
quartered in Appleton BarmQks, he had 
received, in common with tl\e.other officers 
of his regiment, the attentions of the in- 
habitan*^t$ of that town and its vicinity. 

This rencdntre was no les& agreeable to 
Beresford than to the general, who insist¬ 
ed on carrying his old friend, as he styled 
him, home with him tq dinner; and main¬ 
tained his point with such* perseverance of 
goodwill, that, unable to resist oiv elude 
the vehemenf, entreaties of hia old coin- 
panion, in Spite of tlje disinclination he 
felt to pay his respects* to <the daughter of 
his ci-devant purveyor of mutton, Mr. 
Giles Hiicklebone, Beresford‘siiffered him¬ 
self to be prevailed upcfti to ^countermand 
the chop he had ordered at his coffeehouse, 

and 
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and accompani^ sir Charles to Brook- 
street, where .be had taken furnished lodg- 
'ings, till a suitable establishment could be 
arranged; thi town-house pf the late bayo¬ 
net having gone, with every thing* in his 

I ft 

power to bequeath, to his idowager and 

]:er relations. 

» 

But little time was allowed them for 
mutual i*ecap}tulations, before the carriage 
drawing up to the door of a respectable¬ 
looking house, .«sir Charles alighted, and 
usheted his friend into a handsome and 

» . 'I ^ 

well-furnished suite of rooms, at the upper 
end of the last of which a lady n)se from 
a chaise longiie,^ to receive him, dressed in 
all the extravagance of the reigning mode, 
and oertainly bearing so little resemblance 

I 

to the w^l-remembered, jrfppearance and 
cdtume of Molly^Hucklfibbae, that, but 
for the instantaneous recognition of him¬ 
self by bis fair hostes's, and an e^er salu¬ 
tation, in'Vvmes no mortal whohad oiiee 
heafd thenj. could ever forget,the asto- 

D 6 ^ nished 



60 


BALDWDI. 


t&ished Beresford would most isndoubtedly 
have conceived that his friend, •being left 
a widower, must have taken to himself a 
second helpmate, as dissirnifhr as possible 
to Ins'" first. 

* t 

In pcnnt fact, the period which had 
elapsed since her departure from Apple- 
ton had produced a complete^ metamor¬ 
phosis in this fair lady. The variety of 
scenes she had passed through, the society 
to which she had been introduced in the 

4 

course of tjie rov;ng life led by aU 'those 
who are attached to the peregrinatioiis and 
changes of a marching regiment, assisted 
by the unwearied application and endea¬ 
vours of her husband, whose aflection, 
while it did not blind him to her dei'icien- 
cies, made him‘most anxious^ to supply 
them, had crfhfiba.ned toisoften down many 
of her asperities; w hile' thetbold, confid^t 
look and manners, winch had distinguished 
file bouncing daughter of'^iihe honest 
butciier, her loud mascufine tone of voice, 

** and 
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and boisterous mode of address, were \)y 
no meari!s without parallel among her more 
* modish acquaintance. 

rFdaval, indeed, was far from being* ill 
calculated for the task he had undertaken. 
Born with strong passions, *which he had 
ijever been accustomed to check or con- 
trol, and left entirely to his own guidance, 
at an age which of all others more espe¬ 
cially demands the good oiijces of a warn¬ 
ing friend and guardian, with about as 
iiiucl^knowl^ge of mankind, and what is 
generally termed the worid, as the gene¬ 
rality of youths of his age may be suppos- 
^etl to possess of Coptic or Chaldee, his very 
susceptible heart had fallen an easy victim 
to the buxom graces and coquettish airs of 
the robust and rosy-cheeked Susan, who, 
pleased with het conqiaest^ and having 
long set her liearff on figuring in the sta¬ 
tion of an “ officer's lad^,” was yet too 
cunning to^allow him any advantage over 
her which might* effiectually mar her hopes, 
at the same time takirig sufficient care to 

give 
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give every encouragement to tiis passion, 
till she finally succeeded in accoiflplishing 
her aim. Still, though unhackneyed in' 
thft ways of men, from an eaVly introduc¬ 
tion to good company, Charles Delaval, 
to a handsoind and gentlemanly exterior, 
united all that elegance of deportmj^ni 
and manner, that almost-intuitive polite¬ 
ness, which the army is perhaps the best 
school to foster and bring to maturity. 

Feelingly alive to v/hatever might tres¬ 
pass against the rules of that society in 
which he liad been accustomed to move, 
his acquirements in this respect rendered 
him by no means an unfit* person to su¬ 
perintend the remoulding' of his wife’s 
manners, and the adopting her comhict 
and conversation- to the rank in life to 
which his had elevated her. His 

first step, tlierefbre, had been t6 purchase 
immediately into a ^different regiment, 
frbm Ynotives which may easil}»be divined, 
his second to set seriously' about instruct¬ 
ing Mrs. Delaval in those "indispensable 

requisites 
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requisites *which her new situation de¬ 
manded.** Tlie soil he had to work upon 
was neither sterile nor unkindly, and al¬ 
though encunabered with weeds, which a 
person less intemstqd in their destruction 
than himself might almost *haye consider¬ 
ed, as defying the hand of cultivation to 
remove, a few years of patient and un¬ 
remitting attention had certainly rooted 
out a considerable portion of the rubbish; 
and at the tinie wo are now speaking of, 
if tfie.spirit \\\d language ot the butcher’s 
daughter would sometimes break forth in 
spite of all his care, still her general de- 
^portment waa npt much below that of 
many women who moved in the same 
sphere. 

lleresford’s surprise,^ therefore, though 
natiu*iil, soon wofle off, and Both at and af¬ 
ter dinneV he^exett^ himself to pay those 
attentions to his fair ho'stess which every 
woman coilceives her due, and which lew 
men were better, able to discharge. In¬ 
deed he soon rose mast rapidly in lady 

Delaval’s 
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Delaval’s good graces; so rnufch so, that 
in the course of conversation, fifiding, in 
answer to one of her numerous inquiries 
into the present state of her\iative town, 
that the pi;iiicipal m^ansion it contained 
was at present unoccupied, she immediate¬ 
ly expressed a most eager desire to be¬ 
come its temporary inhabitant, odeclaring 

* I 

nothing could afford her so mnch delight 
as revisiting tlie scenes of her earlier days, 
and making her personal observations on 
the changes time piust havQ wrought oii 
the well-remembered theatre of her vouth. 

To poor sir Charles this intimation of 
her \vishes came like ar cli'.p of thunder. 
From the first moment that the convcrsfi- 
tion had taken this unlucky turn to the 
concerns of the good people “of •v^cpplcton, 
he had been ‘^hewiming,! fidgeting in his 
chair, and playing with’his«winfe-glass, at 
the same time making sundry ineffectual 
eftbrts to introduce a more agteeable sub¬ 
ject ; not that he entertained the most 
distant idea of the alarming pro]>osition 

which 
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which was about to wind up the topic, 
but simply from a wish of getting rid of 
Certain unpleasant reminiscences connect¬ 
ed wifli what'^h^ could not but feel was a 

mesalliance^ and which combined to ren- 

• • 

der that unlucky spot the«^lace of all 
others he would most wish to avoid; nor 
would he, perhaps, have been very .much 
chagriiled had, the name *of the borough 
of Appleton never met his ears again—a 
sentiment, too, in w^ich he had Assured 
hims^f somewhat precipitately his lady 
must strongly participate, since well 


knowing her ladyship’s fondness for aping 
the manners an^ mode of living of her 
superiors, together with her constantly- 


expressed abhorrence of every thing that 
was “ lowJ* pr vulgar,” in flie simplicity 
of his heart, he ncYcr* for grf instant sup¬ 
posed that her uative town, in which she 
had figured in so hufnble a sphere, and 
w^here so many living witnesses of iwir 

former condition were still in existence, 

• 

would be the * last plac$ to winch she 

would 
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would willingly bend her steps. When, 
therefore, the petrifying soynds^burst upon 
his ear, the elegantly-cut wine-glass, whit^ii 
had proved so useful an a\leviatof of his 
uneasy paroxysms, dropped at once from 
his hand,'^nd glittered in shining frag¬ 
ments on the carpet. 

“ Madam !—lady Delaval!—what the 
devil do you mean?” at length iiisued in 
broken accents from the lips of the asto¬ 
nished baronet; “ w,^at crm possibly induce 
you to suppose that 1 would ever consent 
to go down to that infernal town?” 

And why not, sir Charles ?” 

This interrogation, ^nd the tone in 
which it was piit, were for a time un¬ 
answerable : confused at the suddenness of 
the attack, and by the unexpected quarter 
in which he w^s assailed, it was some time 
before sir Charles could i^ally his scattered 
senses sufficiently to reply; his reasons it 
* would have been impossible for him to 
state in the^ presence ^ Mr. Beresford, nor 
perhaps would^ he have chosen to avow, 

even 
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even to his*consort, that which he would, 

if possible, h&ve concealed from hiinselll 

•In this dilemma, therefore, he contented 

himself with^ repeating his determination 

not to accede to her proposal, and not 

^ * 

choosing to assign the true reason, very 
wisely gave no reason at all. 

I'liis mpde of proceeding, had the rules 
of Aristotle , been strictly attended to, 
must, of course, have put an end to the de¬ 
bate, the most subtile disputant finding it 

a diiTicult matter to contend*lonff with an 

• • » ® 

antagonist who confines himself to a simple 
7iegatur; but as in matrimonial controver- 
sies the laws of l^ic are less strictly ad- 
liered to than In the immediate vicinity of 
Alma Mater, so the silence of one party 
is by no means to be considered as an infal- 
lible symptom o§ defeat., 'tady Delaval, 
sooth to say, cpuld as soon have construct¬ 
ed a cathedral as a syllogism, and it is a 
doubtful point if she had ever drawn "an 
inference in her’life; nevertheless nature 
had been so liberal, and had bestowed on 

her 
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her such a rare talent for argumentation* 
that the necessity for the assistance of art 
was in a great measure superseded: s6 
great indeed was her unSp^iisticathd ge¬ 
nius in this respect, that it may be ques¬ 
tioned whe'ther the redcubtable Aldrich 
himself, with all his formidable batterir.g 

r 

train of majors, minors, and consequences, 
would have been able to foi*c© her to capi¬ 
tulate, and admit herself vanquivshed. 

Fresh, vigorous,. and** invincible, she 
proceeded irtimediately to attack th€ out¬ 
works of the baronet at once by sap and 
storm; and though no visible impression 
was made 4n the first assault, a letter, 
wdiich Mr. Beresford received a few davs 
after his return, requesting him to take 

I 

measures for Securing the housO' in ques- 
tion, and signed Charles Delaval, gave 
abundant'■proof that the artilieiy of »tlie 
fair combatant had 'not been directed in 
vain: His own observations on the lady’s 
tactics having left him in little doubt as 
to the eventual termination of the siege, 

this 
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this proof of her skill in engineering was 
far from feeing unexpected; and as the 
baronet’s lettey gave him carte blanche^ a 
very few days .enabled him to transmit an 
account of the success of his negociation. 

Tlie letter which announced his having 
executed their commands in the hiring of 
Apple^pn Hall contained also a request, or 

rather commission, which his friend did 

1 

not hesitate to comply with, and ii^conse- 

cpience a fine lad of fifteen, whom Mr. Be- 

resford •had simply described as being his 

^vaixl, was added to the travelling party 

whose arrival had caused such a general 

% 

iKinsation in the to\fn. 

The concourse of visitors who thought 
it nece*ssary to make their calls of ceremo¬ 
ny on the rriorniiig ahove-mpntioned was 

considerable, and tfee conversation of that 

* • 

lively and interesting ^ast which geneiully 
j)revails on similar occasion^ in a country- 
town. The ladies and gentlemen were 
“ very glad” of suelr an agreeable addition 
to their society, and vei*y sorry” for the 

disagreeable 
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disagreeable journey lady Tlelaval must 
have had at so unpleasant “a time of the 
year; very glad” that tl^ new-comers 
meant to honour the assembly with their 
presence in the evening, and “ viery sorry” 
for a slight cold in the head which had 
plagued sir Charles for a week. In re¬ 
gard to that inexhaustible s&bje^t, the 
weather, with the exception' of a trifling 
disagreement between a maiden lady of 

the name of Driimiliond* and the rector’s 
• '' ' 
sister, herself a votaiy of Diana, as to the 

precise quarter the wind was in, the whole 
party were, as usual, tolerably unanimous, 
and having paid their rcsp'octs to the sand¬ 
wich-tray, and dispatched the modicum 
of Madeira customary on these solemn 
occasions, retired w^lfsatisfied with their 
reception, and'too much pleased with an- 
ticipating the a^Afiens of certain dinner 
parties the general had obscurely hinted 
at, to find any fault with people who ap-^ 
peared to have so hospitable a turn of 
mind; even Miss'Drummond declaring to 

her 
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her compani6n, the curate, as they de¬ 
scended thS flight of stone steps which led 
from the house—“ that, considering her 
very low origip,* lady Delaval was cer¬ 
tainly not quite so vulgar as n\ight liave 
been expected; and tliat, for lier part, she 
did* npt at all believe what ill-natured peo¬ 
ple reportedf of her having Jiad part of her 
fortune paid down in mutton-chops.’* 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER* iV. 

Behold four Kings in majesty rever’d, ^ * 

With lioary whiskers, and a forked beard, 

And four fair Quroens, wliose hands su*stain ? flower. 
The expressive emblem of their swfcer power; 

Four Knaves, in garb succinct, a trusty band. 

Caps on their heads, and halberts in their hand; 

And party-folour’d troops, a shining train, 

Draw forth to coopbat on the velvet plain.. Pope. 

« So, doctor ” cried Mrs. Gruby to her 
partner, taking up the C£u:ds to deal, “ so 
the Delavals are to be here to-night. 
Mr. Jordan, I’ll trouble you to cut, sir! and 
pray, doctor, what is your opinion of sir 
Charles ? llon’t you think him a re¬ 
markably handsoine-Iooking gentleman, 
and genteel?” 

Madam,” replied doctor Dry bone, iu 
a deep sepulchral tone.of voice, ^ you have 
forgot to mark the odd trick.” 

« Wery 
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“ Wery true; bless me, doctor! and so 
I had; but pray, sir, tell me what you 
think of the general, and is not his son a 
very fine young man ?” 

‘‘ His son, itia’am!” cried Miss Drum- 
mond, one of the opponents#In the rub¬ 
ber ; “ I never understood lady Delaval 
had a son, or indeed any children.” 

“ Oh* dear yes, he has/ ma'am, a son; 
a remarkable Ikellygant youth, and the 
x^ery picture of t|^ie general; the likeness 
is indeed quite surprising: I happened 
to be passing at the tinte the carriages 
stopped, and saw him get out; I looked 
him full in the face, and should have 
kflown him anywhere for the general’s 
son—a^ most striking resemblance in¬ 
deed!”* 

Really you su/prlse* me,” said the 
spinster; “at is very extraordinary the 
young gentleman never made his appear¬ 
ance, either at church or this morning 
during our call. Surely there must be 
some mistake.” • 

■voi.. 1 . ^ “ Oh 
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“ Oh no! Mrs. Gruby is quite correct, I 
assure you,” interrupted Mr. Jordan, “ and 
the young gentleman is exactly what she 
describes him to be—a very fine physiog- 
nom 5 % and quite the contoUr of his papa’s 
head, espeijklly about the upper part; just 
his make, from the occiput to the parietal 
bone.” 

As to his ho^sippets and l)is bones, Mr. 
Jordan, I know nothing about them, but 
he is the wcry moral of l^im in his face.” 

“Very trrue, my dear madam,‘your 
remark is perfettly just:' it occurred to 
me most forcibly, so that, though I had 
only a glimpse of him the other day in 
the chariot with the general, I could nbt 
fail to recognise him this morning ^imme¬ 
diately when I met him,^ Haw¬ 

kins’ Wood,*^ridini with Mr. Beresford: 

^ / 

but pray, ladies, wh^^ can be the reason 
master Delaval is in mourning ? I did 
not observe it to be the case either with 
sir Charles or her ladyship.” 

Doctor Drybqne here impatiently broke 
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ill upon the discussion, by observing, that 
spades were trumps, and that Miss Druin- 
inbiid was to play. 

The* king of. diamonds, doctor.—In 
mourning! you must be wrong, JMr. Jor¬ 
dan ; only in black, I dare say; every 
body wears black now.” 

No, ma’a/n, I repeat, iiynourning, as, 
in addition to*, bis sable habiliments, he 
wore a crape bandage round his hat.” 

“ With Mr. Ue/esford, and in mourn- 
ing!” exclaimed^ young Trevanion, the 
curate, who, leaning on the mantlepiece, 
stood watching tlic progress of the game; 
“ why, surely, Jordai^, you have* not mis¬ 
taken young Baldivin, the son of the old 
gentlemfin who was frozen to deatli some 
little time ago^ for the son of sir Charles 
Delaval! Such, however,” he continued, 
I must conceive to be the case, as I this 
morning met Mr. Beresford on horseback 
witli a lad answering your description, 
whom he introduced *to me as the son of 

' £ 2 • his 
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his late friend, adding, that ho was at pre¬ 
sent a resident in his house.” • 

This solution, which would have kt 

once accounted for the. phenom<!!non of 

< 

the yoiin^ man’s nonappearance at the 
visit, and *the colour ’3f his dress, was, 
however, violently scouted by Mrs. Gru- 
by, who, like many other arguers, as well 
of the other sex as of her own, affirmed 


the thing to be impossible, simply because 
the probability of *it hiad never occurred 
to herself; and^with sorAe degree of hesi¬ 
tation opposed by the learned member of 
the faculty, his unwillingness to believe, 
and his still greater .reluctance to confess, 
the possibility of his having been mista- 
ken in any circumstance whatever, being 
nearly vanquished by the overwhelming 
force of evidence contained in the decla¬ 
ration of Trevanion.' 

From this 'dilemma he was fortunately 
relieved by liis fair partner, who, naturally 
believing what she .ekgerly desired might 


4 
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be true, exclaimed, with much animation, 
apd an earnestness of manner whicli 
shewed the interest she took in the 

I 

subject—“ Bless* me, Mr. Trevanion, do 
you really mean to .say, that* the rich 
young heir is come down and going to 
resido at .^Vppleton too ? What will the 
young man»do with all Ws money? liow 
will he contrive to spend it all ? ^Ve 
girls shall all be pulling caps for* him. 
He must and sh!xll nfarry—and is he so 
very handsome,*Mr. Trevanion?” 

“ Why really, Miss Drummond, I must 
confess myself but an indifferent judge as 
to,the beauty of/ny*own sex; though my 
admiring glances must, long since, 1 trust, 
have convinced you that I, am by no 
means iinqu^ified to apprecia^te it duly in 
yours: on this point; therefore, I ^lust re¬ 
fer you to Mrs. * Grliby and Mr. Jordan, 
whose accuracy in the detection of a hnk^ 
ing likeness, which certainly escaped my 
observation, is syfficifent to stamp them in- 

K 3 ' controvertible 
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controvertible deciders on tl/e various line¬ 
aments of‘the human fitce divine.’ As 

fr 

to matrimony, I should doubt whether Mr. 
Baldwin has yet thought very seriously on 
the subject, since, from his appearance, I 
do not conceive that he has yet seen his 
sixteenth birthday.” 

There was a.something in the beginning 
of this speech, which, notwithstanding the 
disappointment conveyed by its conclud¬ 
ing remark, sonneted vt^ry harmonious in 
the ears of Miss Letitia Drummond. That 
lady was indeed arrived at that awkward 
era of a spinster’s life, when she may be 
said to be “ neither fish, flesh, fowl, nor 
good red-herring,” that is to say, she ac¬ 
knowledged herself to he just turned' of five- 
and-twenty, and her’ compaiiidns and ac¬ 
quaintances, ^ho for the last five or six 
years past had so frequently heard her 
make the same assertion, would have been 
worse than infidels to have entertained any 
doubt of the veracity of a declaration so 
often repeated. Indeed Rosalind’s obser¬ 
vation, 
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vation, that “ time stands still with law- 
yfivs in the vacation, for they sleep between 
term and term, and so perceive not how 
time moves,” is no less correct when ap¬ 
plied to the virgin sisterhood, with whom 
old Chronos, with his scythe and hoiir- 
glassy* is apt to be equally stationary du¬ 
ring thq mctmentous interval, when from 
five-aml4xvenhj‘the girly without an inter¬ 
vening instant, passes at once into the shi* 
gk lady oijive-and-thiYty. 

On the tremendous confines of this new 
state of existence. Miss Drummond was 
already vacillating, and a few, a very few 
more years, would, unless a change of con¬ 
dition, the more eagerly desired, as its con¬ 
summation appeared more problematical, 
shortly enslied, confirm, her right to an ap- 
pellation too odious* to be fnentipned to 
“ ears polite.” * Ifope, however, that 
staunch friend to those who have no oth^r,. 
had not yet forsaken her, and she still 
trusted to the power'of charms which her 

E 4 • mirror, 
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mirror, more faithful than gallant, began 
to tell her were a little, a very little, on 
the wane, to enable her yet to rise supe¬ 
rior to her dear friend, M'iss Drybone, and 
to lose, in,the respectable title of matron, 
all apprehension of that dreaded and alarm¬ 
ing nuncupative which our pen refu/ses to 
inscribe. 

Diwning persons catbK at straws”— 
Miss Drummond caught at Mr. Trevanion 
—No woivder, theh, tlie purport of the 
compliment he <iddrcssed »to her rendered 
her insensible to the irony of his manner 
in uttering it, and, in the exultation of the 
moment, she half resblv^d to banish frcm 
her mind an incipient project, which liad 
entered it within the last five minutes, of 
directing ^\l her powps, mental and cor¬ 
poreal, to the*'subjugation of the unforti¬ 
fied heart of t|;ie youthful stranger. 

' .But if the curate’s harangue conveyed 
sensations of delight ^nd complacency to 
the damsel he addressed, very different 

was 
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was tlie effect produced by it on the sen- 
soriuin ot the dame to wliom he alluded 
in its progress. 

Of all the human race, there was but one 
individual for whom Mrs. Qruby enter¬ 
tained the highest degree of respect and 
admiration: this exalted character, against 
wliose excellence and infallibility to ex¬ 
press or entertain the sliglitest idea of 
disparagement was a crime of Icescc mqjes- 
taiis^ was herself. Darting her indignant 
glances on the offending parson—“ Mr. 
Trewanion,” said she, “ I beg, sir, you voiit 
go to defer nobody to me; you ought to 
have more piirliteness, sir, tKaii to insini- 
vate that a lady like me doesn’t know liow 
to distiNguish vetlier a boy ;s like his far 
ther or not; and let me tell,you, sir-’ 

p 

“ My dear madam, how entirely have 
you misunderstood me ! I protest, that in 
the allusion you condescend to notice^ I 
was merely doing justice to that talent ft r 
discrimination which all must allow to be 
Mrs, Gruby’s characteristic, and of which, 

' E 5 I will 
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I will venture to assert, she never gave 
more convincing proof than' in licr so rea¬ 
dily detecting a resemblance which I from 
my heart believe, witliout'any intentional 
disrespect tp the company, not one person 
in the room possesses equal penetration to 
discover.” « 

“ None of yonr insinuendoei,, Mr. Tre- 
wanion—none of your insirmindoes, sir, if 
you plqase; I understand you veil enough; 
T knows veil people 'are jeering, sir, and I 
vould have voii to know that there is no- 
thing I despise so much as your iJishiuen- 
does and your double saint amhexes, sir, 
that says von thing and means another.”« 

The heightened carmine and coruscating 
eyes of the atigry fair, that emitted as nu¬ 
merous and as vivid*sparks as a squib on a 
rejoicang jt)ightj would have deterred a less 
courageous hero than her pft^scnt antagonist 
from exposing himself to the whole fury 
of the storm that lowered upon her brow, 
and threatened to explode; the undaunt¬ 
ed vouth, however, shrunk not from the 

danger. 
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danger, but with an air of mock humility, 
was commencing a further apology, which 
would certainly have had the effect of 
drawing down upon him such an over¬ 
whelming burst of indignatipn as could 
scarcely have failed to render him com¬ 
pletely liors de combat, when Pallas, in the 
shape pf doctor Drybone^ threw her pro¬ 
tecting aegis between the combatants, and 
by the momentous question—" Hgve you 
an honour, partner ?” disarnied her rage, 
by calling off dier attention to the game, 
now in a critical situation. 

The interrogatory was answered in tlie 
affirmative, and ir. the exultation arising 
from success, the subject of debate would 
probably have been discontinued, had not 
a query 'from Miss Dry bone, as to the 
amount of property Mr. Baldwin was sup¬ 
posed to have 16ft behind him, been eager¬ 
ly replied to by the fair iL^titia. 

“ Oh, my dear creature, his property is 
immense! quite another Elwes, only a 
great deal richer. They^say he could have 

E 6 bought. 
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bought half the county. I heard Mr. Bag- 
shaw aay there was a large room unde^ 
ground, surrounded by enormous iron 
chests, fastened with foifrblocks a-piece, 
and filled with money-bags, and wealth of 
all desca’iptions.” 

This assertion, w’hich, in point of exag¬ 
geration, did not much exceed t\\fi cele¬ 
brated story of the three black crows (Bag- 
shaw having, on his return from his first 

interview with Mr.*Beresford at the cot- 
# 

tage, merely let fall a few hints about the 
strong-box of the deceased), produced a 
surprising effect upon her audience, all of 
whom, with the excepti6n of TrevanioK, 
fixed their eyes in mute attention on the 
narratress, while the curate, with-a Gignifi- 
cant smile upon «his countenance, suggest- 

^ 9 

ed that, if this'were indeed the feet, it was 
far from improbable that the long-sought- 
fpr philosopher’s stone had been at length 
acquired, and would most likely be dis¬ 
covered safely locked 'up }n one of these 
massy repositories;. 


Stones, 
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Stones indeed! a likely matter tni- 
*ly!” exclaimed Mrs. Gruby, who had nei¬ 
ther forgotten nor forgiven what she styl¬ 
ed the parso}i’fe imperance; " veil, vould 
any body but a ninhum go t^ suppose the 
old £jcntleman vould take the trouble to 
lock up stones? No, no, sir, take my 
vord for it, Mr. Baldwin tknew better than 
that. I dai*eS to say them boxes are all 
full of money, and guineas, and bank-notes, 
and sich like waUidhleSi and not full of 
stones-indeed-!” « 

Eef'ore Trevanion could give utterance 
to the contjratulation he was about to ad- 
•dress to the lady, *00 a remark which dis¬ 
covered such a depth of sagacity and pene¬ 
tration/ Mr. Jordan, who ^naturally con¬ 
ceived tliat all cohvorsaition which trench- 

• • 

ed in the slighteft degrefi upon any sub¬ 
ject connected with chepaistry came pro¬ 
perly under his department, and being.de- 
sirous as well to (display his own erudition, 
as to enlighten th*e obftiscated intellects of 
.Mrs. Gruby, prevented^ him by saying— 

« Very 
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« Very correctly remarked indeed, ma¬ 
dam !—infinitely just! Stcnes are per-, 
haps of all things the least likely to 
tempt the cupidity of the avaricious; 
but my dear Mrs. Gruby is no doubt 
aware that the stone mentioned by my 
friend Mr. Trevanion is by no means that 
calcareous, argillaceous, or silidjous-fossil, 
so common in every road and field, and 
which unlucky boys feel so strong a pro¬ 
pensity to hurl abouf in all directions, to 
the manifest danger, and fre<iuent destruc¬ 
tion of the windows of the unwary vici¬ 
nage ; still less did he mean to allude to 
the more precious productions of the mi*, 
neral world, the ruby, the amethyst, the 
emerald, or the diamond. The •philoso¬ 
pher’s stone, or whatever else empirics may 
choose to denominate it,'was a fictitious pre¬ 
paration, said to possess the miraculous fa¬ 
culty of turning and transmuting the baser 
metals into the most pure and refined gold 
and silver. This w;ould indeed have ex¬ 
hibited sufficient i&Iiarms to induce any one 

to 
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to endeavour to appropriate it to himself, 
^had it existed* anywhere but in the ima¬ 
ginations of those ridiculous impostors, the 
Rosicrucians.” • 

“ Dear me, Mr. Jordan, and who were 
they ?” said Miss Drummond, elevating 
h'erJbrows with a stare of unfeigned asto- 
nishn^ent,*till her eyes appeared as round 
as an apple.'* • 

“ A set of blockheads, my de^r Miss, 
who.pretended to bd in the possession of 
that, as well as of many other secrets no 
less wonderful, such, for instance, as the 
elixir of immortality, the method of pre¬ 
paring everlasting* lamps, and a thousand 
other quackeries of a similar description ” 

For the lirst^ time during tlie evening 
d(XJtor Drybone raised his pjres from the 
card-table, and fbted thertl full^upon the 
orator; having surveyed him for some 
time with looks in whicji complacency 
bore no share—“ And do you really, Mr. 
Jordan,” says Jie, mean to stigmatize the 

• erudite 
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erudite brethren of the Rosy Cross as 
blockheads and impostors/ or * confound 
them with quacks and empirics ? ^ Will 
not all their deep researches into the mys¬ 
teries of nature, all their laborious patience 
in pursuit of the opus magntm^ suffice to 
procure them an exemption from thee odi¬ 
ous suspicion of. being cheats and charla¬ 
tans f In regard to the universal solvent, 
the menstruum of the Med Ih*agon, or 
what you are pleased to call the philoso¬ 
phers’ stone, Mr.#.Jordan, my belief in its 
existence is not to be shaken by the in¬ 
credulity, r^l or pretended, of the present 
generation, who are apt to assent to nc- 
thing which is not actually demonstrated 
to their five ^senses; more especially as in 
regard to the, article of the ever-burning 
lamps, the fadt has b^n established be¬ 
yond controvert; nay, I have at this mo¬ 
ment the pleasure of possessing, in my own 
little museum, a fragment of one, discover¬ 
ed many years ago, in the sepulchre of the 

‘ learned 
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learned Albertus Stenkenbriich, the fa- 
^vourite nephfew and disciple of Christiern 
llosencruz himself” 

I 

“ Bless me, doctor Drybone!” again in¬ 
terrupted Letitia, “^nd hav^ you'really 
got a lamp that will bum for ever ? well, 
Of all things, 1 should like to see a lamp 
that would bum for ever,!” 

And '• probably,” said Trevanion, 
‘‘ would feel little reluctance to ascertain 

f 

the truth of its pretensions personally, liv¬ 
ing through countless ages a sacred vestal, 
guarding ‘the everlasting fire ?” 

Oh dear, no, Mr. Trevanion, I have 
jio desire to be any such thing; but I must 
own I should be delighted to see the cu¬ 
riosity which doctor Drybope describes.” 

In that respect,, madam, I am most 
happy that it is in my power^ to gratify 
you, as well aS aiiy gentleman,” throwing 
a glance, half angr}% half triumphant,^ at 
the discomfited Jordan, or lady of the 
company, who may feel inclined to favour 
the rectory with a visit,•for tl^.e pui*pose of 

satisfying 
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satisfying so laudable a thirst after useful 
information.” * , 

The invitation to inspect the curiosities 
deposited at the parsonage,' thus gracious¬ 
ly accorded,* was eagerly accepted by all 
within hearing, and the doctor, having 
now mounted his hobby, began to lide 
him at a most furious rate. It*’has, been 
observed, that one of the finest strokes of 
nature, .in the productions of our immor¬ 
tal bard, is when he fepresents master Si¬ 
lence, who says nothing while sober, no 
sooner getting drunk, than he at once be¬ 
comes the noisiest man in the company. 
An effect not very dissimilar was produced** 
by the mental intoxication of the reverend 
doctor Drybone. 

Subtle and persevering indeed must 

® g 

that disputant liave been, who could have 
elicited an argument, or eV^en an opinion, 
from the doctqj*, unconnected with the 
rules of whist, in which fascinating game 
his Acuities were entirely absorbed and 
enveloped: by one way, and by one way 
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only, was lie accessible—his museum— 
his Rom^in, Grecian, Egyptian, and, as he 
asserted, some few and rare antediluvian 
specimens of antiquity, handed down from 
the remotest ages. Here, and here alone, 
the doctor was eloquent, was*inspired; and 
thq dissertation he now commenced on 
lampades% amphorce^ pateraSy and all the 
various et^CAitera of Etruscan pottery, 
would have been terminated only by the 
breaking up of the assemWyj had not Mr. 
Bagsbaw at this moment advanced from 
the uppef end of the apartment, and in¬ 
quired what cause was before the court ? 

, “ One in which you are likely to turn 

out a most material witness, as you have 
already, been subpoenaed bjr a fair lady, to 
prove that* Mr. Bald,wiu junior has inhe¬ 
rited from his late fatheiii a‘ subterranean 
treasure, at least equal in amount to that 
so luckily discovered by the fortunate Ali 
Baba.’* 

“ Indeed, Mr. ^JSrevanion, I can prove no 
such thing, as Mr. Baldwin, so far from 

* being 
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being in possession of the immense pro* 
perty for which every body gave* him cre¬ 
dit, has died poor, absolutely poor; a sum, 
not quite amounting to scyen thousand 
pounds, is all that he has left beliind him.” 
' “ Seven tiiousand pounds! why, dear 
me, Mr. Bagshaw, did not you tell captaifi 
Carbuncle, the other day, that l^iere were 
I do not know how many large* iron chests, 
all full of money ? And did not yon say 


** My dear young lady, I certainly did, 
at the time you allude to, inforih the cap¬ 
tain of ow iron chest which stands in the 
bedroom of the deceased, and which 1 had 
then no doubt contained securities to a 
very large amount; on breaking the seals, 
however, which had^been affixfed to it by 
IVIr. Beresfor^ and myse'if, on the moniing 
of his death, and examining its contents, 
we were surpri^cl to find not above three 
hundred pounds in money and notes, to¬ 
gether with India bonds and exchequer- 
bills for between six and seven thousand 

' pounds. 
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pounds, and a short testamentary instru¬ 
ment, in the handwriting of the deceased, 
* a copy of which had been also previously 
deposited at ipy office, bequeathing the 
whole of his property to his son Oharles, 
whom he recommends to the care of his 
friend Mr. Beresford, constituted the 
will his guardian.” 

So then,” cried Mrs. Grul^, ** this 
young hair9 that was to be as rich as Plu¬ 
to, turns out a mere nobody, after dl! But 
pray, sir, can you tell me vether this is the 
lad tiiat came down to Appleton with sir 
Charles and lady Delaval ?” 

The very ,sapxe, ma’am ; the young 
gentleman waS under the tuition of a cler¬ 
gy man, in the neighbourhood of London, 
and sir Charles, at Air. l^resford’s request, 
undertook to esco/t him into'the country; 
indeed the parsimony, or, rather, the strict 
economy of his father, is; by this circum¬ 
stance, accounted for, as tlie expence of the 
son’s education must have nearly equalled 
the amount df the yearjy intent of the 

property. 
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property. I must ovm I was 'astonished 
at the smallness of the sum,»though Mr. 
Beresford informed me that, from several 
hints his friend had dropped, previous to 
his death, he had reason to suppose him 
far from the ^monied man many people 
imagined him to be. But s^, here cornea 
sir Charles Delaval.” « 

Thus saying, he turned from the {able, 
and proceeded to pay his respects to the 
baronet, a piece of civility which was re¬ 
ceived with ifauch less cordiality than it 
was offered. The truth was, that the 
manners and appearance of this learned 
limb of the la'w were in themselves by no ^ 
means prepossessing; in addition to which, 
an anecdote had been that day pretty ge¬ 
nerally discuss^ by the morning r,»isitors, 
in which the bdoduct oft, Mr. Peter Bag- 
shaw did not appear with that brilliance of 
colouring which d&zzles and confounds the 
eye* of the detractor by the purity and 
splendour of its refulgence. 

The story told by the gossips of Apple- 

ton 
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ton was this^ that a small silver snufT-box 
having been {picked up in the road, at a 
«hort distance from Appleton, by a poor 
labouring man, was by him carried to the 
office of tlie aforesaid gentleman, who 
kindly took it into his own custody, pro- 
imsing to take proper steps for discovering 
the owner, and securing to the finder such 
reward as his generosity might dictate. 
The snuff-box was accordingly advertised, 
and soon after claimed by an officer on the 
reel lilting service, in the neighbourhood, 
w'hen, having correctly described the ar¬ 
ticle, which was marked wdtli his crest and 
cipher, and Avas of about tw^o guineas va¬ 
lue, he was directed to call again the next 
day. On being introduced to Mr. Bag- 
shaw, at the a 2 >pointed tiine'J he was in¬ 
formed by him that the tabalicre was un¬ 
doubtedly the one described, arid there¬ 
fore entirely at his service, .on- paying the 
expcnces incurred; and thaC the man wh6 
found it would be satisfied with any thing 
he might think proper to j^ve him. The 

owner 
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owner declared his willingness to make 
every reasonable compensation! and the 
following account was handed to him:— * 

* . .£ s. H. 

To consulting with John Moody relative to a 

suufF'‘box. found by him tlie said John Moody, • 0 13 4 
To draw'ing up an adverdsemeut of sa'd box. •. • 0 G 8 


To attending to advertise the said snuff-box iu the <. * 

Mercury ... 0 13 4 

To attending to correct the press...' 0 13 4 

Paid for insertion of said advertisement.. 0 3 6 

To consuiting with lieutenant Mulcaster relative 

to snuff-box aforesaid ..a...0 13 4 

f 

To second consifktation w'ith ditto.0 13 4' 

Clerk’s fee.I...0 3 6 


Total..,. 3 19 4 

I 

i 

In regard to the reward, Mr. Bagshatv 
suggested that half-a-guinea would be con¬ 
sidered a vfery handstnne remdneration. 
To this bUl/ hdwdver, moderate as the 
charges may be thought,^ Mr. Mulcaster 
indignantly demurred, and stating his will- 
ifigness to gi'Ce the proposed reward, or 
even more to the findei^ as being fully me^ 
rited by Uh honesty, absolutely refused to 

discharge 
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discharge any other item of the account, 
except tHe advertising, and dared Mr. 
^agshaw (whom we are sorry to add he 
characterized by a very harsh epithet) to 
detain his property.. Mr. Bagshaw, bid¬ 
ding him take care how he aspersed the 
character of a member of the profession, 
positively refused to surrender the box, 
alleging that he had an undoubted lien 
upon the goods until his charge were 
paid; and the angry antagonists separated 
with mutual vituperatjon, the soldier 
threatening the lawyer with an action of 
trover, and the lawyer menacing him in 
rt^turn with damages for defamation. In 
the meantime, the box, “ the cause and 
guerdon of the war,” reposed quietly, un¬ 
conscious of the bustle it h^d created, in 
the left-hand waistcoat-pocket of, Mr. Pe¬ 
ter Bagshaw, extjept when it ‘was occasion¬ 
ally drawn out to recreate h^s nostrils lyitJi 
its titillating pungency, or exhibit to ad¬ 
vantage the brilliant topaz that glittered 
on his little finger. 

VOL. I. ’ r 
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This trifling anecdote it was, in con¬ 
junction with a few more of a siihilar cast, 
which, strange as it may appear, induced 
sir Charles Delaval to meet the advances 
of Mr. Bagshaw with a much greater de¬ 
gree of coldness than he usually exhibit¬ 
ed ; extreme diffidence, however, being by- 
no means tliat gentleman’s foible, the re¬ 
pulsive mannCT of the barenfet produced 
no other effect upon him, than a determi¬ 
nation to vanquish it, if possible, by the 
easy familiarity of his address; and no 
other subject occurring readily on which 
he could expatiate at the moment, he re^ 
peated doctor Drybone’s invitation to in- 
pect his sanctum sanctorum^ which he had 
overheard, adding, that he was perfectly 
certain the doctor find his gucots would 
feel much gratified by the addition of sir 
Charles and lady Delaval to the party. 

“ Any invitation I may receive from our 
wortliy rector, Mr. Bagshaw,” replied sir 
Charles, very much aimoyed by his inde¬ 
licate forwardneiis and conceit, ** I shall 

feel 
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fcel Iionoured in paying every attention 
to ; but as he is present, it is perhaps the 
less neoessary that either of us should be 
indebted, on this occasion, to the good 
offices of a mutual friend; for/;uch, I am 
happy to see you consider yourself, by 
your treating both of us with so little ce¬ 
remony.” 

The lawyer^ In spite of his natural ef¬ 
frontery, could not help feeling a strong 
suffusion pervade the natural bronze of 
his complexion at this quiet rebuke, and 
not only perceived’ that he was looking 
silly, but, what is worse, saw tjiat others 
perceived it also.^ 

While he was meditating a rally, he 
was somewhat relieved by the proprietor 
of the Museum, who, hearing what had 
passed, expressed the gratification h^ should 
feel, if tlie general and his lady would ho¬ 
nour his little collection with» their inspec-* 
tion, an offer which,was good-humouredly 
accepted; and the following Thursday be¬ 
ing fixed for the visit, the party shortly 

F 2 after 
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after broke up at their usual hour, and the 
company departed to their respective ha 
bitations, with very different sensations 
produced by the occurrences and conver¬ 
sation of the evening; Miss Drummond 
highly elated at the affected compliments 
and ironical admiration of Trevanion, and 
secretly congratulating herself on possess¬ 
ing two strings to her bow; Mrs. Gruby 
very much ruffled at losing seven points 
at shilling, whist, and being quizz^od by 
the parson; Bagshaw discomfited and 
foiled in the endeavour he had made to 
recommend himself to a titled acquaint¬ 
ance; while doctor Drybone sought his 
pillow, to dream of odd tricks, copper 
Othos, and Saxon warming-pans; and the 
curate walked slowly down the street, to 
indulge himself with a moonlight view of 
the chamber-window of a girl of seventeen, 
%vho was fast acquiring unlimited sway 
over his heart, and bade fair to engross the 
most devoted affections his warm and ge¬ 
nerous nature could feel; and then, with a 

feeling 
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feeling of s*itisfaction which a lover only 
can understand, retired to his solitary 
•eouch, and fell asleep, murmuring the 
name *of Mary Beresford. 


F 3 
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CHAPTER V, 

Therefore make Straight the grave; the crowner hath sat, 
and finds it Christian hunal. Shakespeaue. 

You may hav« noticed in iny library 
A chest, where 1 have told you, brother, 

^'he writings which ctmcerii our family, 

With jewels, cash, Uiid other articles 

(Jf no iiiean value, were dejiosIieJ. Colman. 

t 

The fact had indeed proved to be as Mr. 
Bagshaw ha!d stated it. On the morning 
appointed for the inquest, ^tliat gentleman 
had accompanied Mr. Beresford to tlie 
Royal Oak, when the jury having taken a 

« b 

view of the*4)bdy of the unfortunate Bald¬ 
win, the* seals on tlie closet-door w'ere 
])rokcn, and the articles found on his per¬ 
son were produced. As no marks of vio¬ 
lence were perceptible iTpon the body, and 
no part of the property, which he might 

be 
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be supposed to carry about with him, ap¬ 
peared to be missing, little doubt could oc- 
* cur but tliat his untimely end was the 
worl^ of accident, and the coroner proceed¬ 
ing to examine witnesses, Simmons and 
liis friend Whitehead deposed as to the 
manner in which they discovered the 
corpse, adding, that he was quite dead, 
and even stiffs when they found him. 
The guard and the coachman of the 
Highflyer were next examined, and de¬ 
clared that they liad taken up the deceas¬ 
ed, whom they ^ell krfew, from his hav¬ 
ing frequently travelled the road with 
them before, as|,a passenger, al the George 
Inn in the Borbugh, the evening before he 
w^as foimd dead; that he had, as usual, 

seated bimrself on the roof, and accom- 

• • , 

panied them as far as a certai/1 turn of the 
road, where he had always been in the habit 
of getting down, and from which, as it 
appeared by the statement of others, a 
footpath led directly through Hawkins* 
Wood towards his own. dwelling, a dis- 

• F 4 tance 
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tance of rather more than two miles from 
tlie main road; that he had. no .bundle or 
parcel of any description with him; and 
that the time when he left the coach was 
between two and three o'clock in the 
morning, the weather very tempestuous, 
and snowing hard: the guard also men¬ 
tioned, that having heard him 'repeatedly 
complain during the journey that he was 
far from well, he had strongly urged him, 

as the hight was so ..boisterous, to go on 

• 

with them four miles farther to Appleton, 
and remain there for the night; but that 
the deceased was obstinate, and persisted in 
his determination of proceeding home on 
foot, • 

Jordan, who had seen and examined 
the corpse immediately after .its, convey¬ 
ance to Clincher’s, was likewise interrogated 
as to his opinion of the mode by which the 
subject of the i?iquest came by his death, 
wiiieh the learned doctor gave in terms 
well calculated to edify and enlighten tlie 
understandings of the jury; most of them 

plain 
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plain famn?rs in the neighbourhood, who 
listened with the most earnest attention 
to a long dissertation upon the effects of 
cold bn the human system, the circulation 
of the blood, with a slight episode in alia* 
sion to doctor Harvey, its ingenious disco¬ 
verer, and a trifling digression on the na¬ 
ture of the peristaltic motion; all which he 
concfuded by expressing his most decided 
conviction that death had, in tliis instance, 
been occasioned by-the effects of extreme 
cold operating upon a frame Enfeebled and 
debilitated, and that Mr. Baldwin, in plain 
language, had been frozen to death. So 
^ great a display,of erudition was not lost on 
those to whom it was addressed, and, had 
they before entertained any doubts upon 
the subject, this declaration of so learned 
a man would ha^^e alone b&n suflicient 
to induce them to return a verdict, as they 
unhesitatingly did, of “ accidental death.” 

This business being disposed of, the 
keys, pocketbook;, &c. were delivered to 
Mr. Beresford, who claimed them in qua- 

• F S lity 
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lity of executor—a fact the attorney con¬ 
firmed, at the same time piodifcing the 
copy of the will which had been left in 
his possession. Clincher was then called 
in, and informed that an undertaker would 
shortly make his appearan-'^e to prepare the 
body for interment, when his trouble would 
be taken into consideration, and adequately 
remunerated—an intimation wliich contri¬ 
buted to, produce such a grin of satisfaction 
on the rubicund counfenance of the land- 
lord, as would have been attended with 
great effect, could his whole visage have 
been transferred to th.e slides of a phantas¬ 
magoria, or magic-lantliGiTi.' 

* 

This done, lleresford and his solicitor 
proceeded, as before agreed upon, to the 
cottage where Andrew Robinson iemain- 
ed in charge, and the fox, proper, passant, 
guardant, with two tails, beings i*emoved, 
one, of the keys^admitted them, without 
any difficulty, into the room which contain¬ 
ed the iron chest, standing in undisturbed 
security by the side of that bed its master 

was 
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was destined never more to occupy. The 
^ chest waS large and massy, and the curi¬ 
ously-complicated appearance of the lock 
seemed to iiidicate that its wards could 
only be put in motion by the key, the pe¬ 
culiar construction of which caused it to 
make so conspicuous a figure on the bunch. 
In this conjecture they w^?re not mistaken; 
the moment it was applied, with a slight 
exertion the bolts slowly and reluctantly 
gav^, and exhibited its interior to the in¬ 
quisitive glances of the three inspectors; 
tor even honest Andrew% on shewing the 
gentlemen up stairs, not having had hivS 
^jresence forbidden, had remained in the 
apartment. 

Tl^e curiosity, however, of two of the 
party, at least,- met witli a severe disap- 
jwintment. Mr. ^eresford, as lie had be- 
tbye told li|S efoadjutor, did not expect to 
discover the immense mine of wealth ^he 
other tw'o had so fully made up their minds 
to the existence of, and, of course, was 
much less surprised when the contents of 

* F 6 tlie 
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the chest, which was'Not a qtiartor filled, 
were, on examination, ascertained to be no 
more in value than the sum Bagshaw had 
intimated to Miss Drumnaond. A small 


shagreen casket indeed, at the bottom of 
the box, was found to contain an elegant 
cross set with diamonds, apparently ^f a 
fine water, while a beautiful pair of brace- 
lets, with necklace and earrbigs to match, 
seemed to designate the jewels as hav¬ 
ing formerly been tho* property of a hand¬ 
some female', considerably past the first 
bloom of youth, whose portrait, decorated 
in a similar expensive manner, was con¬ 
tained in the same receytiwle. 

From the contents i>f the chest, they 
could gain no clue to the residence of 
young Baldwin; but this omissioi*^ was re¬ 
medied on consulting the pocketbook, in 
which was found a letter frorq tlie boy to 
his father, dated from the house of a gen¬ 
tleman at Clapham, whose name Beresford 
rec<rflected to be that of-a clergyman, wlio 
was in the habits of taking a few pupils, 

chiefly 
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chiefly the‘sons of ^persons of distinction, 
^ at a high salary. JIxpressing, therefore, 
his intention of immediately writing to his 
friend Delav^l-on the subject of his young 
charge, and getting.him to take measures 
for having him safely sent down into the 
coiyitry, circumstances making it very in¬ 
convenient for himself 50 soon to revisit 
London, whence, after having fallen in so 
unexpectedly with sir Charles, be^had not 
long been returned,“the triumvirate retired 
to the parlour below, when TBagshaw ex¬ 
pressed hi& ai|tonishment at so little having 
been found in the strong-box of the de¬ 
ceased—“ Since,” said he, “ it is but a very 
short time ago* that my poor client had, to 
iny owij knowledge, lodged, a much more 
considerable sum thap ^e have been able 
to discover, in ordfer to the faying it out 
on a mortgage which had been offered 
him, and which he afterwards declined, 
not liking the securitytherefore, as it is 
very improbable that a. man of his habits 
should so soon have made off* with a sum 

of 
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of such magnitude, I am induced to suir- 
pose either that the money is' still conceal¬ 
ed somewhere on the premises, or else has 
been deposited in the hand§ of some bank¬ 
er, or other confidential person, for the pur¬ 
pose of profit or security'” 

This declaration of the solicitor’s deter¬ 
mined Beresford, who was still by no 
means sanguine on the subject, to renew 
the search; but after a considerable time 
spent in examining all possible, and some 
impossible places,, no farther property of 
any kind could be brought to light, nor 
even a memorandum of such a sum hav¬ 
ing been disposed of in any way whatever; 
they were therefore obliged to conclude; 
either that the deceased had some priv ate 
hiding-place for his wealth, which baffled 
all their attempts to discover it, or, ^vhat 
Beresford thought more likely, that in the 
transaction alluded to, Baldwin Had only 
acted as agent to some ojther person, and 
that the money, not being his own, had, 
cn the failure of'the negociation, been re-* 

turned 
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turned to Ifis employer. Still it was re¬ 
markable* that no receipt, or document of 
any description, existed in witness of the 
occurrence. ^ matters stood, nothing 
more could be done, than that the executor 
should take charge of the property found, 
agreeable to the will, a duplicate of which 
was in the box, and the laj:ter was convey¬ 
ed, for greater.security, to Mr. Beresford’s 
house in Appleton, while the little fiipiiture 
and ojther effects of the deceased which re¬ 
mained, being turned into money, the cot¬ 
tage, by its awnea’s direction, was adver¬ 
tised, and in a short time let to a new tenant. 

, Sir Charles Delaval, on the receipt of 
liis friend’s letter, willingly charged himself 
with the execution of the request contained 
in it, and Drdering his carriage to Clapham, 
was set down on theiCommon at tl\e door of 
a handsome house, to which he was direct¬ 
ed as the habitation of doctor Lemesurier. 
He found the doctor a person having very 
much the appearance of the gentleman, as 
well as of the polite scholar, an opinion he 

was 
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was afterwards confirmed in by tlie man¬ 
ners and acquirements of his pupil, who 
was soon introduced to him. 

Charles Baldwin was summoned from 
the playground, and shortly after made his 
entre. A fine open countenance, to which 
recent exercise had given a brilliant glpw, a 
pair of animated, hazel eyes darting glances, 
in which liveliness and good-humour were 
the pr^ominant expression, an higli-arehed 
forehead shaded by glossy ringlets of dark 
brown hair,.and a figure in which lightness 
and elegance were, conjoined with certain 
indications which promised, when the 
stripling should shoot ,up^ into manhood, 
no inconsiderable share of personal strength, 
formed altogether a pleasing touUenscvihle^ 
which at once surprised and delighted the 
good-natured general, v/ho, simply request¬ 
ing his company, as being a friend of his 
father’s, did not break the melancholy 
intelligence of bis parent’s deatli* to him* 
till after their arrival in tlrook-slreet, when 
the sensibility and distress he evinced on 
. the 
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the news being communicated to him in 
the most gentle manner possible, tended 
*iiot a little to increase the interest and re¬ 
gard his host had from the first begun to 
feel and cherish towards him. 

When the first ebullitions of the poor 
boy’s grief, for the loss of the only parent 
that remained to him, had a little subsided, 
the baronet -gave into his hands a letter 
which Beresford had enclosed to him for 
that purpose. It was couched in terms 
of the greatest kindness, and* even affec¬ 
tion, and after alluding to the unfortunate 
catastrophe, and mentioning the testament 
which consigned him to his care and pro¬ 
tection, conveyed the strongest assurances 
of sympathy with his sorrows, and the 
most eJirnest wishes for their allevia¬ 
tion ; conjuring liiiiQs in terras? wiiieh proved 
the deep concern he took in his ifrelfare, to 
consider him in every respect the repre¬ 
sentative of the father life .had lost; and 
stating his eagerness to welcome him at 
once to his home and to Ips heart. 


The 



114 


BALDWIN. 


The kindness of this epistle, in which 
Beresford had neither attempted to lessen, 
the magnitude of his loss, nor to offer af¬ 
fected and commonplaccb condolence on 
an event, the weight of wdiich he knew 
vras not to be lessened by sentimental de¬ 
clamation, or mawkish repetitions on the 
certainty of death, and the duty of resig¬ 
nation, made a deep impression on the 
amiable and feeling heart of his young 
protiUgSy whose grateful nature, ever acces¬ 
sible to the least shadow of kindness or re¬ 
gard, already turned tp Beresford, whom 
he now considered as his only friend, with 
sentiments of affection, which made him 
forget that he had seen very little of tliat 
gentleman, and that little at a very early 
period of his life; a gleam • of sunshine 
scatters tetifold radiance, and is ten times 
as genial, in a chill and dreary season, and 
kindness is ever most grateful, most sooth¬ 
ing, in calamity. 

Nor was this favourable impression less¬ 
ened; when in a. few days he accompanied 

the 
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the baronetfs family to Appleton, and was 
received twitb open arms by him whom 
* obedience to his father’s will, as well as in¬ 
clination, now ^aught him to consider as 
the director of his future pursuits, and, in 
some measure, the arbiter of his destiny. 

During the whole of his journey down, 
ho had occupied himself in retracing the 
taint recollections his memory retained of 
tlie person and manners of his new guar¬ 
dian, and his reminiscences, thougH vague, 
were of a satisfactory nature • nor was lie 
disappointed, when, on 1/is arrival, a rather 
elderly and gentlemanly-looking man, 
with a mild and somewhat p*ensive coun- 
lenance, over which, on his introduction, a 
secret and undefined feeling seemed to cast 
a momentary hectic, welcomed him to Ap¬ 
pleton by the titl€^*of *his adopted son. 

The personal .appearance of hi^ youthful 
ward made an impression no less favourable 
on the mind of Beresford,* as he vieVed, 
with a glance of pity amounting almost to 
despondency in its expression, the manly 

• yet 
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yet modest demeanour of the handsome 
youth, and the spirited yet sqbdued energy 
that characterized his whole deportment' 
A tear rose to his eye, and a degree of in¬ 
ward agitation shook his whole frame, as 
he pressed him to his bosom, and inwardly 
vowed to dedicate his utmost faculties and 

I 

exertions to the happiness of the orphan 
thrown upon his care, and his* success and 
advancement in the world. Moved as it 
were by an instinctive feeling of reciprocal 
regard, Baldwin accompanied him from 
the mansion of the baronet to that habita¬ 
tion which was now become his home, and 
which did not appear the less agreeable to 
him, when he found that "both it and the 
affections of its owner, were to be shared 
by him witli an elegant well-forigaed girl, 
little older S;han himse?lf, the daughter of 
his benevolent protector. 

Mary Beresford was indeed an object 
weir calculated to excite the liveliest emo¬ 
tions in the ardent im^ination of a lad 
of seventeen. Ji* her features, taken sepa¬ 
rately,. 



BALDWIN. 


117 


rately, were not regularly beautiful, their 
kcombination produced the happiest effect; 
her complexion was singularly clear and 
transparent, and derived additional bril¬ 
liancy from a profusion of beautiful dark 
locks, which wantoned over her fair brow 
in unstudied simplicity. Her eyes, shaded 
by their long raven-colonred lashes, pos¬ 
sessed all tht hiildness of her father’s, yet 
exhibited at times an expression of arcli- 
nes9^’ which gave a peculiar^grace to the 
contour of her counten/ince; her mouth 
was well formed, Aid her teeth remarkably 
fine; and cold and sullen indeed must that 
bosom have b^en* which could resist the 
magic of her smile. 

Charles Baldwin, at all events, was not 
one by whom so pleasing a combination 
of charms would haVe passed unap|ireciated, 
and very short was the period spent in her 
society, ere the thorougl^ good-humonr, 
which marked her every word and action, 
and the sterling value, rather than the bril¬ 
liant display, of her mental graces, natural 

. and 
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and acquired, completed the subjugation 
her personal beauty had begun, and laid 
in his yet inexperienced heart the founda¬ 
tion of an affection, which time and circum¬ 
stances ever after failed to obliterate. 

The first few days after his domestica¬ 
tion in the family were passed by him in 
melancholy retrocpection and regret. Ac¬ 
companied by his guardian, he had visited 
the scene which witnessed the last sigh of 
his expiring parent, as well as the cottage 
which had so long afforded him a shelter, 
and which had also been the site of his 
own earliest pastimes and employments; 
the lawn, the scene of his ^boyish sports, 
the little garden, the poplars which had 
screened him from the sun, were still there, 
green and flourishing as in his infancy; 
the bubbling brook yet glittered as of yore 
in the noontide ray; but the eye that had 
watched his gambols was closed—the heart 
that had beat in unison ^uth every joy or 
trouble of his childhood, was cold and still 
for ever. He had heard with astonish- 
’ ment, 
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mcnt, not unmingled with a keen sensa¬ 
tion of di&ppointment, the story of his 
father’s defalcation in pecuniary matters, 
and the consequent limited extent of his 
own resources. This was a blow which 
fell the heavier upon him, as, from the con¬ 
stant ^nd undeviating tenor of his father’s 
letters and discourse, he had been induced 
to suppose hifnself the heir of an affluent, 
if not an enorinously-wealthy man., The 
pittance therefore whidi remained, for such 
comparatively it appeared to him, from the 
exaggerated'nature* of his prior expecta¬ 
tions, seemed only a trifle bai'ely adequate 
to^the mere purposes of existence. 

On tl)e mind of youth, however, more 
especially jDri that of a youth ^wlio, from 
from unbounded indulgence, and having 
never known the w^aiit of it, coufd scarcely 
be said to be acquainted with the value of 
money, a disappointment of this sort u\ 
general leaves, after the first ^rprise, but 
a very slight impression, at least, till the 
inconvenience comes to be* felt; and it 

• would 
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would be injustice to Baldwin not to de< 
clare, that all unpleasant feelings arising 
from this circumstance, were entirely swal¬ 
lowed up in the more pdignant emotions 
of grief, which he experienced for the fate 
of one who had ever been to him the kind¬ 
est and most indulgent of parents^ and 
whom he had always been accustomed to 
consider as the only tie which bound him 
to tlie world. 

By degrees, however, the unremitting 
attentions of his new friend, and still more 
the unceasing endeavours of tlie fair Mary 
to amuse hf.s mind, and ameliorate his sor¬ 
rows, began not wholly to fail of the desired 
effect. The susceptible and grateful heart 
of the young mourner could not long re¬ 
sist the efforts of sympathizing" regard to 
sooth and alleviate hU distress; and after 
a few days spent in the retirement of his 
chamber, or seclusion with the fiimily of 
his guardian, the buoyant spirits of youth 
once more began in some degree to resume 
their dominion; and he at length consent¬ 
ed. 
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ed, with less* reluctance than, a few days 
Jbefore, heVoilld have supposed possible, 
to be ^introduced to some of the neigh¬ 
bouring gentletiien previous to his matri¬ 
culation at Oxford, in which university 
Mr. Beresford had proposed his taking up 
his residence, for the purpose of completing 
an education already excellent as far as it 
went. With this view, after a few faint 
objections, which were easily overruled, 
lie at;.length agreed to attend his lovely 
companion, with whom lie became every 
day more and. more enamoured, to pay a 
visit of curiosity, among otljer engage- 
r^ents, to the mueh-celebrated museum 
of the reverend .Tosiah Drybone, D.D., 
R&A., and A.S.S. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

#• 

'Tis very antique, sir; this habit once belonged to the ce- 

I 

lebrated Claudius Ptolemsus, who lived in the year one 
bunchted and thirty*f&ve. Mrs. CE>fTLXVRE. 

r • 

The rectorial bouse at Appleton was a 
large irregular pile of building, giving evi« 
dent tokens of baving, in a darker age 
than the present, constated a part of one 
of those n^onastic estab^lnnents which 
were dissolved, on aceoari^« of the immora¬ 
lity of their inhabitants, by that pious pat¬ 
tern for sovereigns, Henry the Kighth-*—I 
say, on account of, their immorality, as it 
would be ridiculous to suppose that worthy 
and august monarch, who (if we except a 
tjifling irritability of temper; and a venial 
propensity to cutting off ladies* heads, and 
all have their weaknesses) was as respect¬ 
able a housekeeper as any within the bills 

of 
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of mortalitjr, could be at all influenced by 
Hie desire of appropriating to his own use 
sundry,pairs of silver candlesticks and their 
appending snuffers^ together with various 
plates, dishes, and ewers (to say nothing of 
soupladles and gravy-spoons), all composed 
of the«saine precious metal,the accumulated 
oflerings of ages— a, circumstance which 
some grave historians have, absurdly e- 
nough, insinuated. No, doubtless it was no- 
thingielse but the abandoned practices, and 
disgraceful profligacy, of^ these flagitious 
communities, which induced the defender 
of the faith to seivd them packing. What- 
cnw was the moJIiveT, the action was indis¬ 
putable, and the ejected fraternity of the 
collegiate church of Appleton retired to 
make way for the m 9 re*virtuous followers 
of sir Hildebrand Stapylton, a courtier who 
had contrived to win a considerable sum 
of money of his sovereign at primero. • * 
The illustrious offspring of the united 
houses of York and Lancaster had but 
two modes of paying his debts of honour; 

6 2 . one 
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one was by attainting and executing the 
creditor, which liquidated all demands; the 
other, less sanguinary, and much more sa- 

f 

tisfactbry to the winner, by a grant of the 
confiscated lands and property of the 
church. Stapylton was lucky enough to 
get his “ little account’* settled in the lat¬ 
ter way, and in** his and his son’s possession 
the priory, after undergoing alterations 
su^Kcifent to render it a comfortable resi- 

4 

dence for a gentleman of the sixteenth cen¬ 
tury, remained till 1586, when its then 
owner, being implica'ced in Babington’s 
conspiracy; was executed with him, and 
five more of his compaiiiohs; and his estates 
failing by forfeiture to the crown, the man¬ 
sion soon after became, under tlie Protes¬ 
tant denoi? 3 ination of parsonage, once more 
the property of the church. 

Like many edifices of the same descrip¬ 
tion, it still retained a strong assimilatlbii 
to the cloister, in spite of all the various 
tastes and efforts of different incumbents, 
by wliom it had been successively “ repaired 

and 
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and beautified.” Half-a-dozen stairs, where 
one would haye sufficed, still led to lon^ 
galleries and lofty narrow rooms, from 
whose* high and. arched windows the an¬ 
tique casement, to make way for the less 
inconvenient but incongruous modern sash, 
the small portion of light, even now ad¬ 
mitted by which, render^ it difficult to 
conceive how,^ under the ancient system, 
our worthy ancestors had been able to find 
tlieir way from one room to another with¬ 
out the assistance of a ctmdle. Into an 
apartment-of this^degcrfption the party 
was ushered on the appointed Thursday, 
when the accurpul^ated treasures of anti¬ 
quity were to b^ exposed to their admiring 
eyes by their erudite and scientific col¬ 
lector. • 

• 

The doctor, chul in a stiff mazarine 
morning-gown, and a cap of green velvet, 
of the true virtuoso cut, a little the worse 
for wear, upon his head, received his com¬ 
pany with ill-concealed exultation, and 
after the customary compliments, led the 

G 3 way 



126 


BALDWIN. 


way in scarcely-suppressed triumph, to 
what, with affected modesty, he called his 
“ little collection.” A long table in the 
centre of the room contained a series of 
glass-cases in a double row, not dissimilar 
in size and shape to those which ornament 
the interior of Exeter ’Change, each of 

which exhibited to view a number of moths 

* .• 

and butterflies, pieces of spar, and a few 
trumpery specimens of minei^alogy, with 
a parcel of dried sea-weed, and a variety of 
shells disposed in different figures; while 
the well-furnished sides of the apartment 
were covered with articles of a more rare 
and precious nature, which their elated 
owner now hastened to enumerate and de¬ 
scribe. 

The first object to which he directed 
their atten*tion, was a large stuffed alliga¬ 
tor, which he had lately received from 
Liverpool, a present from a distant relation 
engaged in the*slave trade, who, wishing to 
stand well in the good graces of his wealthy 
cousin (well knowing that he neither 

had. 
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had, nor was likely to have, $ny children 
of his own), had brought the animal home 
from Africa him \ nor could he have 
takeii*a better method of paying his court 
to the doctor, who immediately bad his 
new acxjuisition stretched upM an iron 
bar,^placed for that purpose over the en* 
trance, in whidk situation it oau^t the eye 
of Mira. Gruby, who pointed it out to tlie 
eye of her son, master Octavius Gruby, 
^d, with much self-complacency, pro¬ 
nounced it to be **aremarkably-finewliale ” 
Trevanion^ who was standing at her elbow, 
highly applauded the accuracy of her judg¬ 
ment, at the sa^e time paying many com¬ 
pliments to hertaste, and declaring his con¬ 
viction of her being a ^Tst-mte^connoisseur^ 
espedally in whales, when he was inter¬ 
rupted by the doctor, who ass»\ired his at¬ 
tentive auditress, that the object of her re¬ 
gard, though certainly a very fine one of 
the species, was not absolutely a fish,* but 
an ** alligator, my dear madam, an amphi¬ 
bious animal found in most of the great 

G 4 rivers 
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river in Africa, and brought in the present 
instance from tlie banks of tlie Niger.” 

The good lady could not fielp feeling 
a little abashed at this declaration, and 
darting a petrifying glance at her old ene¬ 
my, the curate, who she how perceived had 
been what is vulgarly called “ quizzing” 
her, moved away in dignified silence, and 
retired to the other side of the doctor, pla¬ 
cing him between herself and her old tor¬ 
mentor, whom she did not again deign to 
address the«whole morning. 

The next artide exhibited was an old- 

/ 

fashioned broad-brimmed hat, bound with 
red ribbon, and much discoloured, either 

■ ^ I 

by dust or age, one side of which was 
flapped up in the Spanish fashion, while 
the crown bore a strong resemblance to 
a huge extinguisher; this \.he\r. Cicerone 
averred Was a great curiosity, and calcu¬ 
lated to throw a considerable light on 
an obscure portion of English history, 
being, in point of fact, the individual 
hat formerly worn by the celebrated Aga¬ 
tha 
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tha Sonthiel; of Knaresborough, in York* 
jshire, better known, perhaps, by the 
more familiar appellation of mother Ship- 
ton, who flourished about the latter end 

t 

of the sixteenth century, provings be¬ 
yond a doubt, that the steeple-crowned 
hat not, as asserted by the learned 
doctor Shuffletaile, invarjably vandyked 
and trimmed .with a binding of Kendal 
green. 

Trevanion here ventured to inquire if 
it were not possible that the cherry-colour¬ 
ed ornaments migl\t be the spurious inter¬ 
polation of a later age; but this suggestion 
was indignantly, rejpelled by the doctor, 
who affirmed it to be not more certain 
that the chapeau in question h,ad been ac¬ 
tually the property of the said Agatha (by 
Shuffletaile falsely styled Ursula") Sonthiel, 
otherwise Shipton, than that it had de¬ 
scended in an entire^ genuine, and unadiil- 
terated state to- the gentleman from whom 
he had purchased if,.at a sum infinitely be¬ 
low its real value, being little more than' 

G 5 double 
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double the price of a fashionable beaver in 
the shop (we beg pardon—of 
Messrs. Hawkes and Mosely. 

Trevanion, as in duty bound, received 
with 4mplicit deference the declaration of 
his rector, thinking it by no means impro¬ 
bable that the authority for the primitive 
colour of the ;*ibbons might indeed be 
equally well-established with^-the proofs of 
the identity of the habiliment itself, and 
advanced to join Miss Beresford, who, 
with Baldwin, was examining eagerly a 
very handsome Etruscan vase, which, with 
several more of inferior size and beauty, 
filled up the recess of pn^ of the high Go¬ 
thic windows of the apartment. 

The elegant simplicity of its form, the 
lightness of its appearance, and the beauty 
of its prdportions, rendered it inch^ a 
most pleasing object of contemplation, 
and a delightful specimen of ancient art: 
of tourse, it did not fail to receive from 
the company the admiration it really de¬ 
served, and was so well calculated to 

elicit. 
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elidt, when,* in answer to a question from 
*Miss Leticia, who had contrived to get as 
close t 9 the curate as if she were speculating 
rather on the.plOssibility of creeping into 
his pocket than his heart, their host replied, 
" that he had procured the vase, together 
with* the other spedtnens of antique pot¬ 
tery lyhich accompanied it, from a friend, 
a Mr. Andeifson, who being at the court of 
the king of Naples, in the suite of t|;ie late 
sir William Hamilton, was present when 
it was dug up at Herculaneum.” 

“ Zhiff 1 /p, 4octc^ Drybone!” cried Mrs. 
Gniby, who had,been minutely inspecting 
if ; “ do you mean Jto say that your friend, 
Mr. Thingume^, actually saw it dug up 
himself?” 

He did most certa^ly, my dear ma’am, 
and I have often heard him express the 
terror he was in^ lest the awkwardness of 
the labourers, in raising it to the surface, 
might have defaced, or evdh totally de¬ 
stroyed, so beautifril a relic of antiquity.” 

“ Why sur^-/t/,” (laying a very strong 

G 6 emphasis 
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emphasis on the last syllable), §ure-/y, doc¬ 
tor, you never can mean that it was dug, 
up out of the ground?” 

Out of the ground —undoubtedly, 
madam,” 

What! just as it is now ?” 

Except that some pains were certain¬ 
ly taken in cleaoing it, and removing the 
incrustation of mould which partially ob¬ 
scured its beauties, exactlv in the state 
you now behold it.” ‘ 

It is diflicult to sav whether astonish- 

¥ 

ment or incredulity wgs the preponderat¬ 
ing trait in the expression, of Mrs. Gruby’s 
countenance, at hearing ivhat she consir 
dered as so very extraordinary an account, 
laid down in such decisive, and truth 
obliges us to add, ^ somewhat indignant, 
tones by the learned ailtiquary, who could 
not help beginning to suspect that the la¬ 
dy entertained an intention of throwing 
doubts on tht‘ authenticity of his darling 
vase. The contrast indeed exhibited in 
their various features formed to some of 

the 
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the observers no inconsiderable share of 
* the morning’s amusement. The half-sur¬ 
prised^ half-angry elevation of the doctor’s 
eyebrows, and the faint hectic that forced 
its way through the sallow shades‘of his 
complexion; the open mouth and amazed 
air of the fair querist; the heavy unmean¬ 
ing ofbs, and round, fat, chubby, cherubi- 
inical face, With about as much expression 
in it as a muffin, of master Octavios Gru- 
by, who listened tcP his mamma’s interro¬ 
gations, and her respondent’s teplies, with 
much sudh ^pparjent interest as a senior 
fellow exhibits ,at the reading of a Greek 
jtheme in hall at dinner-time, would have 
formed no bad subject for the pencil of a 
Gilray or h Rowlandson. 

“ VeH, doctor!” at ].ength exdaimed the 
lady, finding worfs, after an hesitation re¬ 
sembling that* agonizing pause which 
takes place when a spoiled child is inhal¬ 
ing a sufficient quantity pf breath to give 
vent to a scream of more than common 
energy, her wonder nowmo ging at once 

in 
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in scepticism—" veil, if you are such a 
ninkum as to believe him, you shall never 
persuade me that nobody ever dug up 
ready-made pots out of the ground-—no, 
no, I knows better than that comes to, at 
all ewents.*’ 

It would be a hard task to describe..the 
amazement portrayed in the featuies of 
the learned doctor, at this open avowal of 
the existence and the grounds of the good 
lady’s incredulity, wlnle an ill-suppressed 
titter communicated itself, with epidemi¬ 
cal velocity, to the* rest of the.cirde. His 
countenance,^ however, rapidly altered to 
the settled expression angry contempt, 
and he would probably have administered 
a very severe rebuke to the matron who was 
now openly triumphing in all the pride of 
superior sagacity, had ribt Miss Bdesford, 
who saw with concern thC rising storm, 
diverted its fury by directing his attention 
to another article in the collection.—PrSy, 
doctor,” exclaimed she, pointing with the 
end of her parasol to a quart bottle, which 

occupied 
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occupied a (Conspicuous place on one of the 
shelves, * what have you got in that bot> 
tie? the inscription on the label is in so 

fine a' characteis that 1 am unable at tliis 

■ 

distance to decipher it.” 

“ That, madam,” interrupted sir Charles, 
whq, with lady Delaval (m his arm, had hi> 
therto remained rather ii\the background, 
“is doubtless some bonne bouche, some 
exquisitely rare and delidous liqueur, in¬ 
finitely superior to uiy modem production 
of the grape, before whose matchless qua¬ 
lities imperial Tokay itself must hide its 
diminished head, and even^ champagne 
^unch sink inty iqsignificance.” 

“ On my wbrd,” cried Trevanion, “ sir 
Charles has certainly hit it, apd the doctor 
intend8*to treat the l^ies from that inva¬ 
luable &sk with a draught d* the Olympi¬ 
an nectar of tlie immortals, a glass of the 
true Falemian from Horace's cellar, or in¬ 
dulge thmi with a sip Irdm what' may 
probably have once afforded comfort to 

• Mark 
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Mark Anthony himself, in the capacity of 
Cleopatra’s cherry-brandy bottle*’ 

“ No, indeed, gentlemen,” replied the 
doctor, reaching down the object of their 
remarks from its situation, and holding it 
up to the light, this vessel has not to 
boast of such high antiquity, neithei; are 
its contents altogether adapted to the pur¬ 
poses of computation; this auticle is never¬ 
theless intimately connected with an im¬ 
portant period of English history, and 
must ever be viewed with respect, if not 
veneration, as beiiig oq^ of, the last re¬ 
mains of expatriated royalty. I need 
scarcely add, that I alludCato the unfortu¬ 
nate house of Stuart, a family not to be 
paralleled in ,the history of the world, for 
the variety and extent of their misfortunes, 
and the melancholy and-untimely ends of 
most of those personages wiio, under that 
appellation, swayed for so many generations 
the sceptre of" Scotland,, and latterly our 
own.” 


‘‘ While 
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While •! admit the fatality which 
^seems to have hung over that devoted fa¬ 
mily, still we cannot conceal it from our¬ 
selves,'’ repliedi sir Charles, that the 
imprudencies, to give them no harstier a 
name, of those misguided monarchs, were 
at least equal to their calamities, and in¬ 
deed the primary cause of most of their 

afflictions: but, to wave the discussion of 

• • 

a point on which wiser heads than ours 
have differed, I am at a loss to know, doc¬ 
tor, how the article in your hand, which 1 
protest I should take for nothing eitlier 

more or less than a bottle of water, can in 

• • 

any way tend to elucidate the momentous 
era of the revolution; for such, I think, 
you hinted was the case.” 

“ Pardon me, my dear sir Charles—you 
have misconceived *me: this treasure, for 
such I esteem it| is indeed unable *to throw 
any new light upon the intrigues of the 
period to which you alluSe^ it is mcJrely 
valuable, as I befbj'e stated, when consi¬ 
dered as a relic; worthless in itself, it de¬ 
rives 
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rives an adventitious degree of conse¬ 
quence from the great names with which 
it is connected. I need scarcely recall it 
to the recollection of the company, that 
the misguided James, seeing the whole 
nation was prepared to side with the 
prince of Orange, abandoned an army on 
whose allegianc^ he could no longer rely, 
and disguising his person in^mean habili- 
ments^ attended only by the eaii of Peter¬ 
borough and sir Edward Hales, took horse, 
and in the^ middle of a dark temp^^stuous 
night arrived at'*Faversham, on the four¬ 
teenth of November 1688, a year remark¬ 
able in history both the epoch of our 
glorious constitqtion, and the mayoralty 
of the great Emanuel Drybone^ my re¬ 
vered grandfather, who then filled the ci¬ 
vic chair in that ancient and venerable 
corporation. Hastening, * in spite of the 
unfavourable state of tlie elements, to em¬ 
bark on board k small vessel then waiting 

Ar^im in die river, the furtive monarch 

> " 

was seized by ^ome fishermen, under the 

mistaken 
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mistaken idea of his being a Jesuit at¬ 
tempting to'escape from the kingdoi|i» and 
forcibly reoonducted to the town, where 
he was secured, for the remainder of the 
niglit ill the common jsul. The following 
morning his majesty was conducted into 
the presence of my respected ancestor, 
to whom, however reluctantly, he was 
obliged to i^yeal his rank and quality. 
The ideas of my worthy progemtor were 
not a little confused at .this disooveiy, as 
the s\te of politics was at this time by 
no means so decided, but what a clearer- 
sighted man than his worship might fail 
to see his way^^ e§pedally as, in point of 
disposition, he'bore no slight resemblance 
to a reverend member of the church, at th'ht 
time the respected incumbent of the vicar¬ 
age of Bray. King jfames hiihself could 
not have cursed, the interfering boobies 
who laid an embargo upon him more 
heartily than did EmaniTel* DrybonC Ibr 
bringing him inlo this dilemma. In or¬ 
der, however, to avoid, as much as possible, 

offending 
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offending either party, he immediately 
dispatched a courier express to Whitehall, 
and at the same time most humbly and 
dutifully insisted on accommodatiiig his 
majesty with his own. house. If my 
grandfather devoutly wished the ofTiclous 
blockheads who retarded the king’s depar¬ 
ture at the devil, it was soon evident that 
the sentiments of greater people than my 
grandfather were in perfect unison with his 
own; and as, when, tlie following morning, 
four coaches, attended by a suibiblc*-num¬ 
ber of Dutch guards, arrived from the 
metropolis to convey his illustrious guest 

t i 

to London, not the slightest notice was 
taken of his own zeal by the government, 
nor even the honour of knighthood, which, 
at least in his own opinion, his services de¬ 
manded, WBs so much.as hinted at (his 
unfortunate sovereign moreover graciously 
giving him his hand to kiss at parting, in 
acknowledgment of his attentions as a 
host), it is upon the whole no wonder that 
my' grandfather.r in all the pride of consci¬ 
ous 
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oils worth and slighted merit, became 
«f'roin that moment a staunch Jacobite, and 
in the,course of his examination of the 
chamber his illustrious visitor had occupi¬ 
ed, and which he eagerly surveyed,'with 
the hope of finding something, though 
but a stray shoestring, or supernumerary 
button, which might serve as a memorial 
of the honour his house had enjoyed, hap¬ 
pening to discover that a certain little ar¬ 
ticle domestic economy yet retained a 
portion^ of royal superfluity, the mayor, 
yielding to the er\thusiasni ofhisnewly- 
aw'akeiied loyalty, eagerly secured the in¬ 
valuable treasure in the bottle you behold, 
carefully corking and hermetically sealing 
it with his own hands.” 

This unsuspected d&noueincnt of the 
doctor’s prolix account created ^ome few 
symptoms of confusion among the ladies, 
wdio, not being altogether such great co;i- 
noisseurs, nor so w»^ell versed in viii^u, as 

lady-or Mrs. - 2 —, found it impossible 

to repress a slight sufFusioir of countenance 

at 
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at the contemplation of this ***great curio¬ 
sity,” at which not one c€ them* ventured • 
to cast a seocmd glance; nor did th^ gen¬ 
tlemen find themselves in a less awkward 
predicament, their risible muscles being 
so forcibly affected by this very extraordi¬ 
nary specimen of antiquarian research, as 
to render it difficult in the extreme for 
them to preserve the due proportion of 
gravity requisite to carry them through 
the remainder of the'exhibition with to- 
lerable propriety. 

From this dilemma blind Fortune, who 
bestows, with a much moro impartial hand 
than is generally imagined, the agreeable^: 
and disagreeables of life, fur once kindly 
interposed to rescue them. The ears of 
the company, as well as of the doctor, who, 
quite absorbed in his subject, was perfectly 
unoonsdous of.the sensations he had excit¬ 
ed, was proceeding,, with infinite naivete, 
to relate the "care taken by his ancestor^ 
that so inestimable a jewel should descend 
genilitte and unadulterated to posterity, 

with 



BALDWIN. 


145 


with a slight digression on a new method 
pf making ‘sealing-wax, were suddenly in¬ 
vaded ^by a tremendous crash, whieh at 
once lorake the thread his ^scourse, 
and electrified the assembly. 

To account for this interruption, it will 
be necessary to trace the progress of mas¬ 
ter Ocjavius Griiby, who, during the pre¬ 
ceding exposition, feeling but little inte¬ 
rested in the fate of James the Second 
(with whose name he was about as much 
acquaint as with that of the reigning 
Grand LlaAiapf Tl^Jbet), had, early in the 
discussion, withdrawn bis attention from 
the consideratioaofi that monarch's perso¬ 
nals, and dexterously extricating his hand 
from the presstire of mat^al confinement, 
Iiad proceeded to tnak§ a solitary tour of 
the apartment, occasi<Hially stopping to 
indulge bis optics with a view of the 
aforesaid butterflies, whose gaudy co¬ 
lours^ as they stood with the wings ex¬ 
tended. and CFucifi^ upon large pieces of 
cork, afiEbrded olyects infinitely more at¬ 
tractive 
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tractive to him than a whole aqueduct of 
what was then undergoing the* inspection 
of the more enlightened part of the com¬ 
pany. By degrees, however, he deviated 
a little from the centrical table that sup¬ 
ported the glass cases, which, being secur¬ 
ed by locks, had more than once occasion¬ 
ed him much rfiagrin, by the resistance 
they opposed to his satisfying himself by 
the touch of the actual existence of the 
beautiful insects he was contemplating, and 
convincing himself that their aj)/earance 
was not altogether a ^eceptio XmiLSy when 
his eye wa§ strongly attracted by the fi¬ 
gure of a stuffed hummjng-bird perched 
upon its nest on a shelf opposite, whose 
unprotected situation seemed to offer no 
impediment to his submitting k to ma¬ 
nual research. Indeed this natural (a fo¬ 
reigner perhaps would say national) pro¬ 
pensity to handle^ may generally be re¬ 
marked in young gentlemen who are cti- 
dowed with genius and an inquisitive turn 
of mind; nor are, in my opinion, thase per¬ 
sons 
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sons (the hanging committee of the royal 
t exhibition at Somerset House, for instance, 
as well as many proprietors of private col¬ 
lections) at all .to be commended, who, by 
requiring a deposition of walking-sticks 
and parasols previous to the entering their 
show-rooms, give so dispiriting a chedc 
to the energy of youthful investigation. 
Nevertheless our polite neighbours over 
the water, who have frequently animad¬ 
verted^ on this propensity of ours, are the 
last persons in the world, as being by no 
means less indined^.to scepticism in gene¬ 
ral, who ought t'5 have taken notice of it: 
-T-biit this by-tlw-bye. 

Master Octavius, actuiated by a strong 
and laudable thirst foL inforniation, was 
ever particularly solicitous to submit 
whatever article galve pleasure to Jiis eyes 
to the less fallible ordeal of his finger and 
thumb, and observing the^est ofthecpm- 
pany entirely taken up in listening to doc¬ 
tor Drybone’s harangue at the other end 
of the room, he began, by tautioasly pla- 

VOL. 1. H cing 
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dng one foot upon one of the lower shelves, 
and holding with a most tenacious grasp 
another about a foot above bis head, to 
raise himself to such a pitch of elevation 
as would bring the object he had in view 
within his reach. Unfortunately for his 
attempt, the consistency and strength of 
the ladder h^ had selected were but jll-caU 
ciliated to sustain the weight of its bur¬ 
then, and consequently, by a rapid and 
deplorable anticlknaxj master Gruby found 
himself on a sudden seated on thomoov of 
the apartment, surrouijuied by the ‘‘ wreck 
of matter” which he had drawn down with 
him in his fall; and that>>too without the 
melancholy satisfaction of having secured 
the prize which had excited his ambition. 
DirefuUy indeed did the noise of his de¬ 
scent operate upon the tympanum of doc¬ 
tor Drybone, nor were his nerves at all 
more composed, when, amidst the chaos 
which surrounded this youthful Phaeton^ 
the shattered remains of what was once 
the identical lanthom used by Guido Vaux 
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in his nefarious attempt to blow up King, 

*Lords, and Commons, in parliament as- 

sembiqjl, met his agonized gaze! Nay, 

worse than all, *his dearest treasure, the 

• 

idolized object of his soul, the apple of his 
eye,, the very rarity which had given rise 
to this inauspicious meeting, the inestim¬ 
able ever-burning lamp of Albertus the 
Rosicrucian, *• lay before him fractured, 
crushed, pulverized, scattered oveflr the 
ground in innumerable fragments, and to 
all intent and purposes as completely de¬ 
prived of existence^as the sage Stenken- 
briich himself I • * 

.The various ij!odt?s in which excessive 
grief manifests itself in different persons, 
or rather, the discrepancy of appearance 
which the same passion exhibits, when 
felt in different degrees, was never more 
strikingly portrayed even by the pencil 
of Le Brun himself, than asit now appear¬ 
ed in the countenances of the two unfortu¬ 
nate sufferers by the present disaster. The 

H 2 / "''young 
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young delinquent, frightened almost out 
of his life by the rapidity of his tumWe, 
and the confusion which accompanied it, 
seriously inconvenienced by the contusion 
that part of him which met the ground 
first had already experienced, and, perhaps, 
anticipating a still severer attack upon the 
sSEitne quarter, *in recompence for the mis¬ 
chief be had done, stretched a mouth, by 
tib m'eans of the smallest, to the utmost 
extent of its dimensions, and gave utter¬ 
ance to a long-protracted and m6^t appall- 
ing yell, that would have done honour to 
a Catabaw"; while the hapless antiquarian 
stood petrified, senseFess* almost annihiht- 
ed, his faculties totally benumbed and 
paralysed *by the* magnitude of his misfor¬ 
tune; a oold dew that stood upon his brow, 
and the tremulous motion of his under-lip, 
alone announced that despair had not yet 
’terminated b:s miserable existence, lie 

stood like Macduff,, who, when over- 

£ 

Whcln^^ by a calamity almost as great 
'' * (the 
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(the murder of his. wife and childnen)* is 
addressed his commiserating prinp?'— 

** Wbftt, mau ! ne’er pull your hat upon your brovys; 
Give sorrow vent! the grief that does not speak 
Whispers the o’erfraught heart, and bids it bfeak.’’, 


A deep and agonized groan at length 
happily relieved the tension human nature 
could not long^ have endured, and sinking 
on a chair, the bereaved sufferer lost for a 
time all consciousness of his wretched- 

t 

ness a happy insensibility 5 in which 
state, by the assistance of Trevanion and 
the servants, lie was conveyed to bed, and 
Mr. Jordan hastily summons to attend 
him, who, after taking §ixteen ounces of 
blood from his arm, and adininistering a 
composing specific of’hisown, ventured 
to give his afflicted sister some*hopes that 
he might survive the shock; wTiile the 
party, thus disagreeably interrupted, 
broke up, and retired to T:h«ir several ha¬ 
bitations; Mrs. Gruby alternately scolding 
and comforting the unlucky culpQt, whose 

H 3 eagerness 
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eagerness in penetrating into the depths of 
natural philosophy had met, iu its very 
outset, with a rebuff so little encouraging 
to the endeavours of a young bemnner. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 


When Paridel tries in the dance 
Any favour with PhylliSj^o find, 

Oh! how with one trivial glance 
Might site ruin the peace of my mind' 

In,ringlets he dresttes his iiair, 

And his crook is bestudded around; 

And his pipeo~ob! may f byllis beware 
Of a magic there is in the sound I 

Shcnstore. 


Time, in the “society of Charles’s new 
friends, the Beresfords, flew. unheeded; 
and though a tender recollection of his 
deceased parent still remained, \aid would 
oftentimes, in the solitude of his apart- 
nient, draw tears of regret down die cheeks 
of our hero, who had certsiinly entertained 
a very strong de^e of aSection for his 
father, yet the natural e^astici^ of his 

H 4 mind 
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mind soon restored him to composure, and 
even to some degree of cheerfulness. 

The period was now fast approaching, 
when, according to his guardian’s arrange¬ 
ments, Baldwit) was to accompany him, 
in order to take up his residence at the 
university—an intention which was to be 
put in practice ,at the commencement of 
the term ensuing. 

In the meanwhile, occupied in alter¬ 
nately riding and walking with the fasci¬ 
nating Mary, who had already made so 
strong an impression upon his heart, or 
reading aloud the work of some favourite 
poet, while she employed herself with her 
needle or crayons, when the weather waa 
too unfavourable to admit of their ven- 

t 

turing into the ahr, or when the shades of 
evening had induced the family to av^ 
themselves of the cheerful comforts of a 
sea-coal fire, he seemed to wish for no 
greater happiness than the certainty of 
bdng near her, and the consciousness of 
existing^ her presence. 


Did 
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Did Mary walk to the window, an^ 
•the clouds, in doubtful reverie as tci the 
probable serenity of the atmospiiere, 
Charles was instantly at side, with thp 
most unhesitating prpgnostications of a 
fine day; and if, in spite of the augiiiy, 
ill-natured shower would sometime.^ inter¬ 
vene, end evince the fallaiSy of the predic- 
tion, his was’ tSie hand to extend the eyer- 
ready umbrella over her head, and his the 
arm to assist her in Her nlieandermg devia¬ 
tions to*avoid the sudden accumulations 
of water in the mone direct path. Always 
ready at her side, he was constantly pre¬ 
pared to disentangle a pi^ziiding skein of 
si}k» or restore a dilapsed needle, and tp 
perform all those important little ofHees pf 
gallantry, which form ao large 13 portion pf 
the itenis in Cupid’s catalogpe. • 

These symptoms of attachment were 
neither overlooked nor disrpg^rdpd by the 
observant eye of Mr. Beresford t; hp took, 
however, no mpth^S tP obstrgpt pr dhir 
courage his juvenile passion; he^her vp- 

H 5 . peared, 
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peared» or at least so Mary imagined, to 
contrive opportunities for their being to¬ 
gether, and always listened with approba¬ 
tion to the proposal of any little excursion 
or engagement which would necessarily be 
the means of their spending a portion of 
their time in each other’s company, un¬ 
checked by the observation of himself or 
others. 

There were times when his manner was 

^ • 

surprising ^nd even inexplicable to Bald¬ 
win ; occasionally he would contemplate 
him with a melancholy tenderness of re¬ 
gard, while some internal emotion would 
agitate his features to a degree which al¬ 
most gave rise to a suspicion in his young 
breast, that some feeling more powerful 
than the jnere remembrance of his deceas- 
ed fathei, or the recollection of his own or¬ 


phan state, could alone excite in the bosoii]^ ^ 
of Ms guardi^. ' 

More than once, tooj Charles was con- 



tat he had seen the tear-drop glis- 
^ eye, as, with a smothered sigh. 
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he turned^from his inquiring gaze; at other 
* times his brow would contract, and his 
looks *assume sternness as' he met his 
glance, that no expression of his lipjs ever 
corresponded to. 

Such intervals of spleen, however, were 
rare in their occurrence, and brief in their 
duration, wjiile the never-varying benig¬ 
nity of his address, and the kind and con¬ 
soling interest with which he ever*listen¬ 
ed to his projects for the* futuije, or endea¬ 
voured Ibo render the present agreeable to 
him, soon dissipated from Charles’s mind 
any little momehtary uneasiness he might 
experience, whdn fhe passing cloud over¬ 
shadowed a countenance which otherwise 
was wont to beam on Him with the warm- 
est rays of sympath;^ and benevolence. 
The recollection, too, that the being who 
thus fostered and protected him» was the 
parent of her, to give plea^re to whom 
he would have deemed no sacrifice too 
great, no privation too severe, had its share 
in producing so powerfiiran oj^atiori in 

H 6 . his 



BALI>W1K. 


his mind, that in a short time poor Charles 
bad almost transferred the filial affection 
he had felt for his father to the person of 
his representative. 

Two circumstances only occurred to 
damp the ardour of his feelings, and affect 
'him with something nearly allied to dis¬ 
content ; one wds, that he could not help 
fancying, at times, that the behaviour of 
Mary, although she ev<er treated him with 
even distinguished attention, and had al¬ 
ways a smile ready to reward his little ex¬ 
ertions in her service,*^ was not exactly 
what he cofild have wishbd it to be; he 
could not (thougii thefre 'were momenta 
when he almost thought he could) distin¬ 
guish any great increase of suavity in that 

I 

smile, when directed* to himself, from what 
it contained when others,, in similar cir^* 
cumstances drew it forth. This was a veij||^ 
sore-subject with poor Charles, who, in ^ 
the enthusiasm of a first love, thought 
' every rdaxation of feature, accompanied 
with a g^noe oi amenity, bestowed by his 
- " ' adored 
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adored upon another^ as little less than an 
* actual robbery of what he considered the 
most valuable of his possessions. 

Another grievance (and a most intoler- 
able one it was) annoyed him for the time 
even more than the one above menticHied. 
Notwithstanding all his care and adroit¬ 
ness, it would sometimes happen, that at 
the little pailties and routs which they oc¬ 
casionally attended,.Trevanion would con¬ 
trive to forestall him in the envied chair 

a 

which sfdjoined the one Miss B^esford oc¬ 
cupied ; or, what was nearly as bad, get 
prior possession* of the sliau^ or mantle 
Which was to i^vblop her graoetul form 
on her return, and, of course, go through 
all the important ceremonies bf^ adjusting 
wrapping, &c. which he began,to consider 
as peculiarly hii$ own perquisite.^^* Nay, he 
now and then imagined (but -Purely he 
must have been mistakan)^that the fair 
Mary rather favoured the iritiPusive ad¬ 
vances of the curate; c^Hmn it was, she 
neither expressed, nw seeined fliled, any 

repugnance 
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repugnance at the success of his manoeu¬ 
vres ; and when this idea took possession 
of his mind, as sleepless a night .as any 
young gentleman in love could possibly 
pass at his age (that is to say, he would lie 
awake almost an hour after he got into 
bed), was generally the consequence, and 
some little mixture of resentment toward 
the lady would probably influence his be¬ 
haviour, till the first h^ of his muffin was 
dispatched at breakfast the next morning. 
But it was not in nature for any human 
being to remain long angry with Mary 
Beresford, and these little fits of spleen 
and disappointment never failed to vanish 
before the magic of her eye, and the soft 
intonation of her voice, long before the re¬ 
past concluded. 

In regard to his fancied rival, the^pre- 
sumptuous curate, the case was widely 
diffe^nt; although Trevanion was a young 
man, whose manners and address would 
rarely fipl to conciliate any one of either 
sex, wjso^as not previously strongly pre¬ 
possessed 
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possessed against him, nevertheless his tall 
*and commanding figure, elegance of de» 
portment, and open animated countenance, 
were entirely lost upon Charles, or, rather, 
formed additional articles in the list of 
high crimes and misdemeanours, of which 
he stood convicted to him ; and, long be¬ 
fore i mor^ than usually severe winter 
had relaxed the icy grasp in which it had 
held all animate and inanimate nature, 
could Charles’s wishes have placed him in 
the situation he desired, the curate would 
have had no *great •reason to complain of 
cold. 

Truth obliges us to add, that there were 
some others, among whom our friend Mrs. 
Gruby stood pre-emintot, who would not 
perhaps have felt any violent* degree of 
concern, had this gentleman been^ccmsign- 
ed to a warm bath in the fiery PMegethon. 
In fact, although accompanied \Vith a*con- 
siderable portion of good-nature,^ which, in 
his cooler moments, was always strong 
enough to counteract the uttmuiSSe of any 

observation 
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observation which might give pdn tp any 
human being, Trevanion's great fault was 
a strong propensity to satire; and as young 
men of five-and-twenty are not usually 
proverbial for their discretion, the too-free 
exercise of this dangerous tai^t bad raised 
him many eneipies among those who had 
been, or feared they might be, the objects 
of his raillery. 

Another infallible consequence of a re- 
putaticai of this kind attended him. Did 
any stupid lampoon, or absurd piece of 
scurrility, make its appeal ance in the 
neighbourh(ft)d, he was ever sure to be 
pointed out by the hnger^f ignorance oi 
malignity as its author; and though per¬ 
fectly conscious, that never did any line 
escape his pen, which a gentleman might. 
blush to-own, or a good-natured man^n-' 
dite, still there were many, who, from ig- 
lumnoa of his istbaracter and disposition, 
scrupled not to believ<e the calumnies 
'aMhich he frequently was too proud end 
loo indi^uit to contradict. 


But 
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But from «this unfortunate predisposi¬ 
tion, on the part of Charles, to consider 
liim in the light of a pretender to the af- 
fection j of his beloved Mary, no person in 
the world was perhaps, from congeniality 
of disposition, more likely, or more fitted, 
to become the friend of Baldwin, who had 
himself an ear fer poetry, and a knack at 
versifying, in which glorious art, if he 
made no great progress, he yet soared a 
little above tl*e flights of a poet of our own 
days, who, after five months spent in 
courting the muses, tells 4is that he at last 
succeeded no farther than in the parturi¬ 
tion of a couplet, in which thumping** 
rhymed to " dumpling ” , 

As a slight specimra of our hero’s style 
of composition, we may be excused per¬ 
haps for inserting a few lines, written du¬ 
ring one of his e»cun»ona with Mfeis Bere^ 
ford among the picturesque scenery of the 
neighbourhood, which we^e induced to 
select, in preference, to many others of a 


more 
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more amatory cast, from the important con 
sideration of their brevity. 


urns TO xcso. 

WRITTEN IN PARK. 

Though Still unseen, coy, fleeting maid, 
Thine airy dwelling roust be near; 
Thy tones, responsive through the glade,* 
In sounds melodious meet mine ear. 

These green retreatji'eiiibowering prove 
Sacred to t^ontemplation’s eye, 

K 

Whilst tljou returnest through the grove, 
The cry of'woe, or note of joy. 


Shepherds, beware 1 though lengthening shade, 
Though evening veir tbe'd^wy plain. 

Speak softly! here abides a maid 
Telling your amorous tales ag^in 1 


Notwithstanding the involuntary dis¬ 
like which Charles could not help enter- 
t^itdng toward^Trevanion, he suffered not 
^fwling SO unprovok^, and which at 

times 
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times he was almost ashamed of, to appear 
in the intercourse which took place be¬ 
tween them; and the unconscious curate 
felt pleased with his company, though he 
could have occasionally dispensed with it. 


when it proved, as was continually the 
case, the sole impediment to his enjoying 
a tete-a-tHe with the obje 9 t of their mu¬ 
tual regard. •. 

The time at length arrived, when 
Charles was to make his on the stage 
of that world in miniature, an university. 
The chaise, was orderedf the last trunk 

corded, and Baldwin retired to his room, 

* * * ’ 

pressing to his hea]{;t half-a-dozen pair of 
cambric bands, the farewell present of his 
charmer, who had worked thepi for him 
with her own fair hands; her father, in the 
simplicity of his heart, having deemed 
those little appendages to be now, as here¬ 
tofore, absolutely necessary for the respect¬ 
able appearance of an undSr-graduate. * 
She had promised to inake tea for the 
travellers in the morning. CharJ[e^ there¬ 
fore, 
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fore, sought his couch.; the ouly drawback 
on the prospect opening to his yiew being 
the idea of leaving his adored, for so long a 
time as the period which must intervene 
before the long vacation', exposed to the 
dangerous attentions and assidjoities of the 
dreaded Trevanion. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Inter ft^lviis ncntierin qiisererc vcnini. 

* Hf'R»rr, 

The sun had already reached its evening 
declination, when Mr. Beresford and his 
protege- arrived on the top of Hedington 
Hill. Thfe loyal apd lehrned city of Ox¬ 
ford, the resort pf the wise, the asylum of 
the muses, theieroporium of all that can 
cjxcite the fancy, awake remembrance of 
the past, or stimulate,to exertion for the 
fliture, lay beneath tjbeir feet.^ The last 
beams of the settihg sun played ^intly on 
its toWers and pinnacles; and as they grar 
dually slink into the slides of twilight, 
left behind tbCni a sensation, pleasing, 
yet mOufrttftil to the soul.” The beauty 
of the surrounding country, then^udding 

forth. 
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forth in all the exuberant verdure of a for¬ 
ward spring—the meandering Charwell— 
and the more majestic Isis—their green 
banks covered with the most luxuriant 
herbage, and their broad bosoms decked 
with many a light skiff or statelier yacht, 
whose white sails, hardly extended by the 
gentle breath of evening, scarcely seemed 
to move over the pure waters which sus¬ 
tained them, caused, at first sight, an 
emotion in the breast of the young stu¬ 
dent, as new and pleasing as it was unex¬ 
pected. 

His companion, who observed the joy¬ 
ous delirium in which he was wrapt, left 
him to the undisturbed enjoyment of sen¬ 
sations as delightful as they axe fleeting, 
nor ever interrupted the reverie In which 
he was absorbed, till the chaise, having 
rolled over Magdalen Bridge, and travers¬ 
ed the finest sti^t in Europe, drew up at 
length to the door of the Star inn. 

SomewlH^fatigued with their journey, the 
travelle|jfi<iftei a slight repast, retired early 
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to their beds; and the approaching changein 
)}ishabits and manner of life, for thefirst time 
since the period of their leaving Appleton, 
ceased at length to occupy the mind of the 
young dihutarUy as he sunk into the soft 
embraces of the drowsy god. Steeped, 
however, as his senses were, in forgetful¬ 
ness, queen Mab failed not ]to pay her ac¬ 
customed visH, .and, mounting on his pi¬ 
neal gland, exhibited to his diseased ima¬ 
gination her usual succession of incongru¬ 
ous images, among which the form of Mary 
Beresford, da^ in a huge wig and trencher 
cap, made a very ^conspicuous figure! 

,The approach o/ niorning dispersed those 
tormenting chimeras, ^nd Charles joined 
his guardian at the breakfast-table, eager 
and impatient to enter^ upon his new si¬ 
tuation ; and havmg dispatched a hasty 
meal, accompanied him to the venerable 
walls of B-College. 

Mr. Holloway, the tutor, to whom Mr. 
Beresford had a piurticular recommenda- 

. ^ tion. 
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tion, received his visitors with the utmost 
politeness; after briefly satisfying himself 
of his new puprl’s proficiency in tjhe dead 
languages, attended him' to the vice-chan- 
celldr’s, who gave‘him the necessary per¬ 
mission to suck his Alma Mater in the ca¬ 
pacity of a commoner, and extract as much 
wisdom from her as he could contain. 

Matters being thus placed upon a satis¬ 
factory footing, his companion, after see¬ 
ing him settled in*a comfortable set of 
rooms, and introduced to sevei?al of his 
fellow-collegiani to whom he gave a kind 
of inauguration dinner*.at the Star, left 
him to the cultivation«of his new con- 

. I 

nexions, and rethiced his way to Appleton, 
charged with abundance of remembrances 
and regatds to his«fair daughter* 

Charles, in the society of his new ftiends, 
and in the contemplation of the architec- 
tnbl and other^ beau|ies of the places'found 
his time pass as swiftly, and alnibst as 
pleasantly, as in the Voods and walks of 

Appleton; 
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Appleton; 'the nlterfiate recuitence of 
•dy and rHa^ation added much to the im- 
prov^ont both of mind and body. 

The colltegi? Of xvhieh he vras a member 
was Remarkably Sftrict in point of disci¬ 
pline, and justfy celebrated for the figure 
its students made in the schools; norn^as 
the y.oung fVeshman a likely person to re¬ 
flect discredit.on it, as the rapid progress 
he made in the various acrencses, joined to 
a d^ee of acquaintance with the lan¬ 
guages ^cultivated in those “*• academic 
shades,” by qp mems superficial, in a short 
time amply eviqced. 

It must be confessed, that a few irregu¬ 
larities would‘occasionally interfere with 
the generally-correct teneft* of hk conduct; 
a fine morning, and«a rowing-match on 
the water, would* sometimes tTall^orously 
induce him to *• cut lectureund a vio¬ 
lent headadie, produced by the Orgifs of 
the preceding nig^ was at times the cause 
of a vacancy in his aeat at morning chapel, 
and the jobation consequcift upon sotie- 

VoL. I. I farious 
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farioiis a proceeding; nay, it has been 
whispered, tliat on one occasion, 4;wo of the 
college lamps having been unfortunately 
fractured by a party at which he 'was a 
guest, he had the singular delight of see¬ 
ing, on his 'breakfast-table, the next 
morning, a note, containing a most press¬ 
ing request from the vice-principal, that he 
would be obliging enough to translate a 
couple of columns, in the newspaper of the 
day, into the sonorous harmony of Greek 
hexameters. Nevertheless, though the 
natural ebullition of strong animal spirits 
would at intervals betray him into these 
and similar disasters, the^ general tenor of 
his deportment was ever such as to secure" 
him the approbation of the seniors, and the 
esteem and regard of his more juvenile 

. r> 

Companions. 

Among the latter was a young man, 
about his own age, who came up to .be 
matriculated the second term after his own 
admission, and who, from peculiar circum¬ 
stance^ ai'id a want of native energy in his 

own 
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o^vD charact*er, became, in a great degree, 
thrown, lEs it were, on the humanity and 
protection of our hero. 

Master JapRy Duddle was the only 
and the darling son of his mamma, the 
rich widow of the late alderman sir Jeremy 
Duddle, knight, citizen, and biscuit-baker, 
who, ^after having amassed a large fortune 
by contracts'.with government, for supply¬ 
ing the fleet with the commodity in.wtiich 
he dealt, expired suddenly at a corpora¬ 
tion ditiper, to the great grier of his dis¬ 
consolate widow; Jhis Catastrophe being 
occasioned by su^ocation, proceeding from 
the leg of a tuj^ke^r, which stuck in his 
throat, in spite of the large quantity of 
oyster sauce with whic^ the worthy alder¬ 
man had previously ta}cen great pains to 
lubricate the passive. : . 

His death being so sudden alid unex¬ 
pected, had totally precluded the disposi¬ 
tion of his propertjr by te.ttaiheTlt~a task 
to which, like many others, he had alwaj’^s 
been very much averse. The bollaof hi$ 

12 fortune. 
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fortune, in eonsequence, after deducting 
tiie widow’s thirds, and a considerable sum 
secured to her by jointure^ on her marriage, 
descefided to his only .^ 6 fiEspriTig, master 
John, at that ^time not more than seven 
years of age. 

^From tiie circumstance of his fother’s 
dying intestate^ the boy was, of course, left 
entirely without guardians,* and subject 
only to the control of his mother, who, 
possessing infinitely more affection for 
him than discretion in shewing it, per¬ 
formed so mapy works of supererogation, 
in evincing her maternal care and protec¬ 
tion, that the poor child, was literally al¬ 
most billed witli kindness; and, but for 
the repeated remonstrances of his paternal 
unde, a wholesale druggist in Friday- 
street (>vho was a man of plain sound sense, 
and, wtiat was infinitely more to the pur- 
1)086, in lady Duddie’s opinion, an old ba- 
ehdor, of large Unencumbered property, 
whidh .she earnestly hoped m^t, at some 
fu'tuii 8 ii|liiiod, be tranderred to the pockets 

of 
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of her darling), Jacky Duddle, in all proba* 
•bility, would have, long ere the age of 
puberty, fallen, like bis father, a victim to 
the smallness of liis swallow, or impeded 
powers of digestion. 

Fortunately for the preservation of tliat 
illustrious family, thus threatened with 
extinction in the person of its immediate 
heir and representative, the reitonted at¬ 
tacks of uncle Bamaby at length so far 
prevailed with mamfha, as to beget a sort 
of compvomise. He was not to be sent to 
a public school— no^ tha{ W^s a thing not 
to be thought c/ Ibr a moment! Poor 

dear! to be beat) and bruised, and knock- 

• . 

ed about by boys who w^e not possessed 
of a hundredth part of his fortifffs and then 
to run the chance of catching cold, by not 
having his shirts and stockings properly 
aired; without any eggs or cold ham for 
breakfast; nor even perhaps so much as a 
warming-pan run over bis slie^ in cold 
weather; and his pbor head j^sigued and 
tormented all day with nothing huh books) 

1 3 which 
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which he idways bated the very sight of 
from an infant—no, indeed! if the dear 
boy must go to school (though, for her 
part, she did ^ot see th^i^f much laming 
was liecessar}''to teach a young man to 
spend a hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds), he should go to some genteel 
seminary near town, at Clapham, or 
Brompton, or Camberwell-Grove, where 
she could get a comfortable residence close 
by, that the sweet chQd might come home 
to his meals, and to sleep, and no^ run the 
risk of his life from the carelesshess of ser¬ 
vants, or the want of proper and sufficient 
victuals. 

In consequenfce of this determination, 
she at lefigth authorized Sir.. Barnaby 
lyuddle to look out at once for a proper 
academy for her son, and a suitable resi¬ 
dence for herself; both which he was for¬ 
tunate enough to find in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Clapl^am. But here*an 
unexpectf^l^fficulty •occurred. Doctor 
Lemes«u4^, Whose learning, abilities, and 

the 
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the distinguished kindness with which tiis 
*jpupils were treated, had been represented 
in the strongest terms by an intimate 
friend of both parties (so much so, indeed, 
that the widow had now set her heart on 
John's being placed under his care and tu¬ 
ition), positively refused to accede to tlie 
plan proposed, alle^ng, that, under such 
a system, he could not do justice to tiie 
lad himself; and that any innovation of 
the kind was perf&tly Inconsistent firith 
his mode of proceeding, and the regula¬ 
tions to \^hieh hifi pupils, invariably ad¬ 
hered.—If,** said he, " lady Duddle 
thinks proper to put sufficient confidence 
in me, to entrust me with the care of her 
son, it is a charge I will cheerftdly under¬ 
take, and educate him* to the bfst of my 
ability; but I cannot suffer the whole 
economy of my arrangements to be thrown 
into confusion, to say nothing of th^ in¬ 
utility of any instructions mine, when 
bestowed upon a bdy who, one-half of his 
time, would be absent in peirsoit, and the 

14 other 
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other in niind» being naturally engrossed 
with the thoughts of* returning hopfie, as 
soon as. he could contrive to blunder over 
his task ” 

Lady Duddle was much affected with 
the doctor’s determination; but finding 
hiin.,resolute, and that he rejected* almost 
indignantly* the pffer of aii increased sala- 

^ • j 1 1 ^ 

9 j \x/ujci AiiLcr iici putiis* ^sne was at 
length forced to content herself with se¬ 
curing the house .in ^Hestion, where she 
could he with him. at a moment’s, notice, 
and the enjoyment of her dafling’s com¬ 
pany on Sundays, and on tl^ose days which 
were set apart 1^ the doct<>r for the recre¬ 
ation of his pupils. 

Here it was* that^ an acquaintance com¬ 
menced between master Duddle and our 
liero, wlio iwraetimes accompanied him by 
invitation on those hebdomadal visits ta 
his mamma,, which she never Med strict^ 
ly to requirean'd as the former, though 
completely a spoiled child, and excessive¬ 
ly effeirgnale, was not, in other respects, 

an 
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an ill-tempted t)r ill-disposed kd, their 
• acquaintaface had ripened into something 
like intimacy, which the support and pro* 
tection that Charles's robust and atliletic 
make, combined with great firmness and 
intrepidity of character, enabled him to af¬ 
ford master Duddle, on sundry emergen¬ 
cies, i^i which their schoolfellows were con- 
cerned^ tended, not a little to promote. ^ 
This ccNfmexion, however, promiscuous- 
as it appeared to be?, was entirely broken 
off by Qur hero’s abrupt reitiovsid from 
doctor Leme^urier’s^ and probably would 
never have been ^retained in after-life, in 
the recollection qf either party, had not the 
same accident again brought them in con¬ 
tact on more classic grojund^ 

Baldwin was seated,/>ne morning, upon 
one of the chains Which protected ^tlie an¬ 
gles of the grass-plot from unhallowed in¬ 
trusion, just released from a pretty close 
examination of p^t of the*Aristotelian 
philosophy —nescio quid medkans nu- 
garum^ et totius in when^hk atten- 

15 tioii 
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tion was forcibly attracted towards the 
porter’s lodge, by sounds which; if not al¬ 
together harmonious, were at least some¬ 
what familiar to his ears;' 

Thb voice, though harsh, was evidently 
that of a female, which pronounced, in a 
tone of authority—" Young man, where 
can I find the Tnissis of this here college ?” 

“ Who did you please .td want, ma~ 
dam ?” replied one of the most civil of the 
scouts, as he followed* the speaker farther 
into the quadrangle, when Baldiidn, rais¬ 
ing his eyes, aj; dhce encountered the large 
grey orbs oft lady Duddle, who, leaning on 
the shouldir of her s^n Jacky, had now 
made her within the gates. 

The recognition, on either side, was in¬ 
stantaneous.—“ Well, my goodness me! 
if this isn’t petickler fartinate ! Master 
Baldwin, how glad I be to see you ! only 
to think how vre were a-wishing for you 
all last night, and ndy you are the first 
thing 'we sees in the trioming!” 

1 amiapulj^ happy, madam,^ replied her 

auditor. 
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auditor, in a* tone that a little belied the 
, expression, that fortune has so luckily 
throwp me in your way, more especially 
if, as I conclude*may be the case, any little 
services of mine may be acceptable to one 
from whom I have received so much po¬ 
lite attention as I have met with from your 
ladysjiip.” • 

To say the truth, our hero’s tongue did 
not, in this instance, express exactly the 
sentiments of his heart; he was by no' 
means delighted with the idea of officiat¬ 
ing as Gicerone to, efr, in the college 
phrase, lionizing her ladyship and her 
hopeful heir ov^r 4;he univerUty—an em¬ 
ployment whicli it required very little pe¬ 
netration to perceive, was iir iiriminent 
danger of falling to hi$ share; in this idea 
he was the more fconfirmed; when his old 
schoolfellow, ^er also felicitating himself 
in eager terms on their opportune meet¬ 
ing, assured him, that immedlat^y on their 
an'ival, they had made numerous inquiries 
for him at the inn, in all which they had 

X 6 been 
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Ijeen disappointed, from not knowing 
what college be was a member of; although 
doctor Leinesurier himself bad informed 
them tlmt be had, some ^me since, com¬ 
menced his aeadetnic career*—“ But now,” 
continued he, ** you can at once tell 
mother where to go, and wbat to do, and 
all about it.” 

Charles certainly could have dispensed 
with this agreeable occupation, especially 
as he already saw seveihal faces protruding 
from the neighbouring windows, b^^sied in 
reconnoitering his friends; while three gen- 
tlemen*comn;pners, who were lounging in 
an opposite ^eomer of th/s quad, were sur¬ 
veying them with, marks of the most un¬ 
disguised amusement, which met. with ad¬ 
ditional food in the appearance of a third 
figure, in snuff-coloured habiliments, sur« 
mounted by a neat bob-wig, and bearing si 
gold-hea^d cane in his band, who now 
advancing into ‘line, was introduced to 
Baldwin by the style axU. title of uncle 
Bamab)^.” ^ ^ 


ot withstanding 
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NotwithsStanding all the horrors of his 
• situation ^presented themselves at once to 
his mind’s eye, Charles could not forget 
the many civilities and attentions he had 
received from lady Duddle, when the ab¬ 
sence of his only parent had left him in 
that state of mental isolation which eyery 
schoolboy feels at times, \i^hen removed to 
a distance frqm all his friends and con¬ 
nexions, in spite of all the biiiitle and oc¬ 
cupations of the scAies in which he is en¬ 
gaged, the most attentive *kindness on 
the part of his preceptors. School is still 
school, and an occasional visit; to the house 
of a fellow-disc|pl^, more fortunate in the 
vicinity of his parents, i& always hailed as a 
joyful epoch in the age which separates 
the Midsummer from the Christmas holi¬ 
days. 

Several of these halcyon intervals had 
occurred to Charles while at Clapham; 
and be could not banish* the recoU^ion 
of them from his •mind; ingratitude, or 
even tlie shadow of it,^ was ttie Jast vice 

that 
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that would ever have become the inmate 
of his bosom, and he hesitated not imme¬ 
diately to offer the utmost assistance in 
his power to his unexpected visitants,^ 
though a feeling, not altogether the off- 
spring of hospitality, to which, in out¬ 
ward? expression, it bore strong resem¬ 
blance, yet easily, to be imagined, induced 
him to press his auditors, inr terms eager 
even to anxiety, to accompany him at 
once to his own rooms. • 

Having flius succeeded in removing 
them " far from tlih madding crowd’s ig- 
noble strife,”*’ the first inquiry naturally 
was—^what had procured him the pleasure' 
of seeing them at Oxford ? when he was 
astounded by the information that the re¬ 
presentative of the fuddles was, forth¬ 
with, to be entered a" gentleman-com¬ 
moner of K - " - ■ ■ ■■■ College, which was the 
purpose of their journey; and his conster¬ 
nation was nol a little increased by find¬ 
ing the reasop which had made him so 
much* the’tfhje^t of their last night’s iti- 

quiries,. 



BALDWIN. 


183 


quiries, was the desire of profiting by his 
knowledge of the necessary forms, and his 
active co-operation in carrying them into 
execution. 

This was an employment whicK how¬ 
ever gladly their young host would have 
dispensed with it, he did not hesitate im¬ 
mediately to undertake;* and finding, on 
inquiry, that they had no particular bias 
in favour of any individual tutor (they be¬ 
ing, in point of fact, unacquainted even 
with the name of either of th*em), he ven¬ 
tured to reoommejid Mr.,DuddIe*s behig^ 
immediately pl/iced under tlie Care of his 
own, Mr. Holloway’s talents, mildness^ 
and moderation, having firmly secured his 
esteem and personal fegard. * > 

After a considerable time spent in dis¬ 
cussing the merits of some cdd fowl and 
ham from the college kitchen, Ifianked by 
a double tankard, which occsfinoned her 
ladyship to obse^e —" Thift, at all events, 
the dew child did not-seem Hkely to be 

• • »stinted,” 
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stinted,” Baldwin attended his visitors to 
the rooms of his tutor, aini having ex- 
plained his errand, was left to entertain 
her ladyship, while Mr. Holloway accom¬ 
panied the unde and nephew to take the 
necessaiy steps for the matriculation of the 
latter. 

This primary .business being happily 
dispatched, and the gentlemen returned,, 
the new under-graduate and his friends 
were about to retire, on the suggestion of 
our hero, when lady Diiddle exclakned— 

Stop! stop! beftwe we goes^ pray, JMr. 
OUivy, can’t I see the mmisi of the college, 
as I vant to beg lier to be ^etichler^ and 
see that master Duddle has his sheets veil 
haired^ and « few other little things vitcli 
I should like to mention; besides,” added 

I 

she, I shouhl like to spfeak to* the maid 
just far a lainHte, about making his bed, 
tliat be fttify be sure and have it made high 
in the nuddlei for, pomr dear! he never 
can ske^ unless hia bed’s made high in 

the 
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the middle, dnd 1 shan’t mind giving her 
/cl few shillings to attend to him *> for^ thank 
God! we can afford it” 

“ Pack o* nonsense, Mary,” cried uncle 
Barnaby; ** speak to the maid, indeed! as 
if you didn’t know there was no such 
things allowed at college. Do» pray, let’s 
go abqut our business; John’s now an Ox¬ 
ford scholar,* and if he is not old enough 
to take care of himself now, he never will 
be.” 

Poh ipoh!” replied her lady^hip^ how 
should you Ifnovf indeed, Mr. Barnaby, 
about these things? hold bachelors like 
you, as never h|id,hany children of their 
hown! How is the bby to be* taken care 
of, I vonders, if one doesn’t exert one’s 
self, and see that every thing’s proper?” 

Mr. Holloway, who had witnessed this 
little altercation *with mixed sen^tions of 
wonder and amusement, now interfered, 
and forcibly restraning a sttong propen¬ 
sity to laugh, which threatened to dis¬ 
compose the economy of his wsiljle ipusdes, 

assured 
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assured her ladyship, that she might de¬ 
pend upon every attention being paid to 
the comfort and convenience of Mr. Dud- 
dle, {dthough the attendance of females 
was not considered altogether compatible 
with the regulations of the university; 
adding, that as his tutor, he should con¬ 
sider himself bound to see every <thing 
rightly arranged; and that he had no 
doubt but his young friend, Mr. Baldwin, 
would take sufficient ckre to introduce him 
properly to his companions. 

" That’s very kind of you, Mr. Ollivy; 

and I’m sure I’m much obliged to you, 

and so ought John to be; (but there’s no^ 

thing like vomen in these matters; and 

I’m sure I think it’s very odd you don’t 

allow no ^uch things at college: but I 

hope, Joiin,” continued she, as you’ve 

nobody now to take care of you like, you 

be sure and . mind to tie a hankercher 

round your n6ck venever the vind’s lies’- 
, « 

terly, and don’t sit iir no drafts!—And 
pray, Mr. OHivy,” turning to the tutorj 

wha 
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who struggled to preserve his gravity, 
may I trouble you to be petickler about 
his chilblains, ibr he’s very subject to chil¬ 
blains, if he get^ his feet vet in vinter; so 
vill you be so kind, sir, as to be sur6 and 
make him change his stockings and comb 
his head every Saturday with a small¬ 
toothed comb ?” 

* Any gdod offices of mine, madam,” 
replied Holloway, smiling, “ my new pu¬ 
pil may most undouiifediy command; and 
I trust that the attentions he Nvill receive 

from me will be, at leal^t, as beneficial to 

* 

his future interests as those you conde¬ 
scend to point Qut ” 

“ Thank’ee, *sir; I anr sure that's wery 
good of you; and you,can’t say no more,” 
replied the lady, who now took her leave, 
and, with the rest of the party^ again re¬ 
turned to the rooms of our hero, wliose 
annoyance during the foi^going^scene had 
been extreme, and who rejoiced most sin¬ 
cerely when, the following day, lady 
Duddle, having again committed her dar¬ 
ling 
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ling to his especial care, which he did not 
fail to promise, ascended a postchaise, and 
bid adieu to Oxford, leaving the object of 
her maternal anxiety behind her, only 
half satisfied with his situation, and think¬ 
ing it very odd that there diould be no 
nfK'Ssis to an Oxford College.” 

This more juvenile connexion being 
thus renewed, Baldwin certainly perform¬ 
ed his promise to the utmost of his power, 
and succeeded in • ru*bbing off a little of 
the rust cohtracted by his ^leve at his 
mamma’s apron string; he contrived to in¬ 
troduce him«^^ into the best society the col- 
legeafForded—acircumstf>nge which, thouj^ 
certainly facilitated by the report of his 
immense property, all his wealth would 
nevertheless have %iled, independent of 
other aid, to produce, and which he fre¬ 
quently found insufficient to protect him 
from the ridicule his querulous efieminacy 
would sometiknes draw upon him, or to 

' ^ a * 

shield him from the provoking bursts of 
risibility rdbich were excited^ about a 

month 
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month after his introduction, by tbe am- 
val of a ktge plutn-eake, a present ftotn 
his ngamma, addressed to Masiter John 
Diiddle, Oxford Cdlege,” which having, 
from the vague method in whidi It was 
directed, nearly made the tour of the uni¬ 
versity, was at length safely deposited in 
his rooms at B——, during the presence 
of a small party, whom, for the first time, 
he had taken courage to invite to wine, 
and who, in despite Of the threaterred ven¬ 
geance of uncle Barnaby, with all the ac¬ 
cumulated horrors of ^which he was at 
length goaded by their reiterated provo- 
csitioi^, imprudently enough, to menace 
them, continuM to cUt so many jokes, and 
divert themselves so perscverrugly at his 
expence, that poor John most bittei^, for 
the moment, regretted the fata^ hour that 
Unsigned him to society so rude and dis¬ 
agreeable. 

Under the tuition of our hwd, however, 
to whom he adhered as hh s^e hope and 
protection, he, by degrees, gotrid of many 

of 
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of those habits, and much of that unfortu¬ 
nate ix)anner, which rendered him at first 
so obnoxious to the practical wit of his 
tormentors. If, after his moming-M^alk 
before breakfast, he found, at his return, 
his door sported, the economy of his table 
disarranged, his eggs broken, and the 
yolks carefully mixed up with the contents 
of his tea-caddy, his kettle emptied, and 
refilled with fluids of a less savoury na¬ 
ture; or if, on r^iring for the night, he 
discovered that some wicked wag had con¬ 
trived so inextri^bly to interweave b}S 
sheets and blankets, as to deny the possi¬ 
bility of getting into l^d, without a pre¬ 
vious redispositipn of the whole of the 
clothes, frpm mattress to counterpane, he 
was taught, at length, the folly of that use¬ 
less lamentation and anger, . which pro¬ 
duced the very effects they bewailed, and 
learned rather to retaliate than complain. 
Notwithstanding his defects, he had many 
good' {^ints in his cb^acter; but there 
was one fault which Baldwin in vain used 

his 
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his utmost endeavours to correct: John 
was, from his earliest years, most penu- 
riousl^ shabby and mean; and though^ the 
fondness of his. mother always took care 
that his pockets should be sufficiently well 
lined, parting with his money was the 
thing, of all others, to which he had^the 
greatest aversion. 

• During one of the vacations, he, by in¬ 
vitation, accompanied our hero to his 
guardian's, and was as much smitten, as it 
was possible for a young man. of his dis¬ 
position to be, with the charms of Miss 
Beresford, wTio, frdm a finS healthy-look- 


ing girl, had now emerged a very inte¬ 
resting and beautiful yojung jiroman, and 
Duddle’s admiration was not, p^haps, the 
less.excited by the large property to which 
her father had lately succeeded.*^ 

Mr. Beresford had, some tin^ before, 
called on Charles, at Oxford, in his way 
to Ireland, to which couiTtry he Jiad been 
summoned by the .severe illness^: of a dis¬ 
tant relation, of great wealth, but which 

' • • he 



BALt)tVIN:. 


192 

he had neiner eotertained the remotest 
idea would ever centre in himself^ or my 
etf his fkmiljr. Finding himself, however, 
on his deathbed, Mr. Lionel Beresfbrd, of 
Ball^gaUaghan, dispatched a messenger to 
his cousin, wbom he bad never aeen above 
twice in his life, requesting his immediate 
attendance, wlvch was, of course, complied 
with without delay, «as similar cotiitnands 
of rich rdations generally are; and in about 
six weeks Mr. Beresford returned, in deep 
mourning,’ having consigned his old cou¬ 
sin ** to the tomb of all the Canutets,’* and 

** 

taken possession of a very handsome inhe¬ 
ritance. 

The first use* be made of his «ew ac¬ 
quisition was to extract for the purchase 
of the Grange, a Itandsome bulling, in 
the centm of a romantic park, well Sup- 
plild with wood and wat^, and eoantnand- 
Ing one of the most picturesque views hi 
Ihe county *iii which it was situate. A 
handseiiiC gateway, flanked by two Go¬ 
thic tturets, opened at one extremity of 

the 
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the grounds, upon the turnpike road, ra¬ 
ther more than a mile from the entrance 
of th^ town of Appleton; while the house, 
considerably withdrawn from the high¬ 
way, stood embosomed in a grove of high 
and tufbed beech trees, which reared their 
venerable forms in sombre grandeur, •and 
gave,an air of imposing magnificence 
to what had much the appearance of an 
ancient baronial residence. The house it¬ 
self^ though possessing an air of great an¬ 
tiquity jirhen viewed from without, was 
amply stored within witli^all those little 

comforts and conveniences which modem 

* 

luxury and ir.odeirn taste render now so 
indispensable ih the habkation of an Eng¬ 
lish gentleman. The^ high-backed chairs 
and antique furniture^ made wa^ for the 
more elegant sofasr and chaises l^ngms of 
later times; an^ Baldw'in, as well as his 
friend, in bis occasional visits, drew in 
increasing draughts of love* while wan¬ 
dering over the apartments with the fair 
Mary, listening to, and of ^oiyae jipprov- 
voL. 1. K ing. 
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ing, the various alterations her taste had 
dictated, and the many future improve¬ 
ments she had still in contemplation. 

Txyice, in these s(gouthments at his 
kind- guardian’s, had his friend Duddle ac¬ 
companied him; Mr. Beresford had ever 
treated him more as a favourite son than 
as a ward, and always insisted on his 
bringing home with him*as* many arid 
whatever friends he pleased. Indeed, the 
^hole business of his 'guardian’s life seem¬ 
ed to be the endeavour to anticipate hLs 
very wishes, and,‘coup,led with the mourn¬ 
ful tenderness with which he was in the 
habit of regarding him; did not fail to ex¬ 
cite in Baldwin's bos6m a corresponding 
and enthusiastic regard. 

Blit alpidst all the Comforts and compa¬ 
rative splendour with whilch he was now 
surrounded, Charles could not help per¬ 
ceiving that his guardian was far from 
haf)py; that open and b^evoient counte¬ 
nance, whicfe'%aS at*first sight won his 
fegat^ waf.5lfti\v generally clouded and con¬ 
tracted. 
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tracted, as if by ^me internal sensation; 
the mildness of its usual expression was 
frequently overwhelmed with a shade of 
melaneholy, ^ which no apparent cause 
seemed to account; or, at other times, as¬ 
sumed the character of severe suffering, 
tliough, when questioned by his daughter 
or himself, as to the existence or nature of 
his ailmenf, a cheerfulness, evidently for¬ 
ced, for a few moments banished the ap¬ 
pearance of depresfion from his features; 
or, soitjetimes, though very seldom, a pe¬ 
tulant denial anc^ Immediate retreat at, 
once precluded inquiry, thefUgh it could 
not satisfy the anxiety his manner and ap¬ 
parently-declining^ healtli coihbined to ex¬ 
cite. One circumstance did hot fail to 
strike upon our hero’s observation; this 
was, that tliosQ little fits of ill-humour in¬ 
creased in frequency, and were now almost 
invariably addressed to his daughter, while 
to himself his mginner became jnopprtion- 
ably more kind and affectionate; this, 
which he could not at length but perceive 

K 2 to 
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to be the case, began to give him great 
uneasiness; and the more so, as his atten¬ 
tion being, in consequence, drawn fo the 
observation of Mary’s jbeliaviour on these 
occasions, he plainly saw that she was no 
less hurt by her father’s unkindness than 
himself, and that a strong effort was some¬ 
times necessary for the purpose of restrain¬ 
ing her feelings. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


aViXATt |tAA^A»! 

St d^avaruy 
Ou6’ dfAi^iuv Itt'av- 

0 iX^^> fAif*rivty, SoViicct i>. 


Yet dcinot my folly reprove; 

« She was fair, and my pas^oii begun ; 

She smil’d, and I could not but Tove; 

. • 

She is &ithles£)| and I am undone ! Shensi one. 

m 

On the borders of'a naft’ow lake, formed 
and supplied by the confluence* of several 
small springs, which tpok their jrise in the 
neighbouring Ijilfs, and after wandering 
in various directions through the park, 
united under the canopy of a number of 
majestic oaks and, bending willows, which 
encircled the mar^n, stood a beautiful 
little pavilion, or summer-house, wnsist- 

K 3 ing 
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ing of only one apartment, the floor of 
Avhich was composed of tesselated marble, 
and its sides supplied with sofas of light 
blue damask, correspoiriKdiBg to the cur¬ 
tains with which its windows were adorned. 
Its shape was octagon; the roof supported 
by simple Doric pillars of freestone, which 
gave an air of lightness to the edifice^ and 
seemed, by the refreshing coolness of the 
whole appearance of the building, to in¬ 
vite the midday wanderer to shelter and 
repose. The windows, six in number, 
with the excepjiiori of one w;hich opened 
on the watery were screened from the in¬ 
trusive beams of the«si\mmer sun by 
thickets of laurels, lauiistimi^. and other 
shrubs^ surmount^ by the graceful la- 
burniina, and intenpingled clumps of fir 


and larch. 

• I 

The entrance was approached b}r4 flight 
of marble steps^ of similar oonplruction 
with the flocar of the interior; mA though 
the elevation on wbieh it stood was but 
sliglit, yet,drom the flatness of the ground 

in 
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in its immediate vicinity, the prospect,, 
; which in this part of the park, though 
beautiful, was very bounded, was seen 
from its portal to tJie utmost advantage. 

This sweet little spot was the favourite, 
retreat of Mary Bere^ord; genius and 
education had combined to render .her 


feelii\gly alive to the beajitiea of Nature, 
jmd seldomr a greater variety of her 

charms been exhibited qa so confined a 
_ • 
scale. The green hlwn in front of the pa¬ 
vilion \|fas, as we have before observed. 


plain and Jevel; but the rich verdure of 
the velvet turf which clotfied it, and a& 
forded pastura^ ip a small herd of fallow 
deer, which gdierally confined tbemselvea 


to the spot, and had acquired the appella^ 
tion of Miss Mary’s herd, amply com*, 
pensated for the*want of varfety in its 
surface. 


I 


The opposite bank of the lake rose al¬ 
most imperceptibly from the margin of 
the water, till swelling into boldness, ita 
summit was visible over tbe^toj^ of gi clump 

K 4 of 
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of willows, which decorated a small island 
in the foreground, while in the distance 

rose the majestic hills of E-, the dark 

foliage of whose ancient groves was finely 
contraisted by the brilliance of the glow¬ 
ing champagne extended at their feet, and 
formed a background to the picture, pre¬ 
senting a happy .amalgamation of the se¬ 
parate beauties of a' Salvator Rosa and a 
Claude Lorraine. 

Here it was that w»th her workbox or 
easel, Mary would often retire oi?. a sum¬ 
mer’s evening, ^lea«ring the gentlemen to 
the enjoyment of their bottle, and here, 
with all the ardour of. youthful passion, 
Charles would hasten to seek her; while 
liis guardian, involved in deep reverie, 
and Duddle, dozing from the sopori^ 
effects of a hearty dinner, in which he 
never failed to indulge, scai*cely pemeived, 
and never animadverted on the cause of 
his af^nce from the social board. Yet 
notw^hstanding his intrusion on her pri¬ 
vacy w^s n(?vep repulsed, but, on the con¬ 
trary, 
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trary, always received with a smile of wel- 
' come, Charles perceived, or fancied he 
perceived, that his presence was rather 
endured than desired, and that the smile 
which never failed to greet him was rather 
the placid offspring of amenity, than the 
warm cordial emanation of reciprocal* af- 
fectioh; and at times he almost feared that 
some more favoured being had already se¬ 
cured the tenderest regards of his beloved, 
which the mere cold indications of good¬ 
will, ariSing from the habitual familiarity 
o? long-pfottacted •intimacy, were alone 
the cause of that undeviating*sweetness of 
manner with .ithich, his attentions were 

* A ^ 

always received. 

Yet whenever an idea of this sort, in 
spite of his more, sarfguine anticipations, 
would nevertheless forcibly intrude, in vain 
did he rack his imagination to form a pro¬ 
bable conjecture as to the identity of his 
supposed rival. ‘The once-dreaded and 
almost-hated Trevanion no longer, as for¬ 
merly, hung upon her accents,*or haunted 

K 5 her 
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her footsteps; the kind reception, indeed, 
which the handsome curate had once never 
failed to meet with from his guardian, had 
knig since heen; withdrawn; and though 
he still bccasioiiidly met the family at 
houses of mutual resort, or encountered 
them in the promiscuous concourse of a 
Sunday evening's promenade, the demean¬ 
our on both sides was ever ‘cold, and the 
salutation distant and reserved; while, in 
regard to Jacky *l>uddle, the demon of 
jealousy himself, though he certailily must 
have discovered an r.ttacliniekit (which 
might' properly, though perhaps some¬ 
what vulgarly, be described as amounting 
almost to a sort of snedlavg kindness) on 
the part of tlie genlleraan, would at once 
liave given all suspicion to the winds, when 
he beheld the Open unembarrassed man¬ 
ner, not unmixed with a trifling degree 
of levit)% of ^lier a satirical nature, with 
which the awkwm’d smirking advances of 
the young citizen were invariably met. 

All ttue iovers, however, have long been 

notorious 
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notorious for being up early and late; and 
if some of the numerous accounts we re-* 
member to have read in narratives simi* 
lar to the present, are to be implicitly re- 
relied on, sleep seems to be a commodity 
of which a young gentleman or lady in 
that unfortunate predicament has no longer 
any need. Our hero was not so unfashion-* 
able as to lifiger in the arms of Morpheus 
longer than most of his fellow-subjects to 
the power of the blind god; and, as is 
usually the custom with the*possessor of 
a'mind ngt.at peace Witl^ itscl§ seldom 
fails to wander qprly in the morning among 
those scenes w^jich the fairy footsteps of 
his mistress were wont to consecrate later 
in the day. In one qf these sentimental 

t 

rambles, chance direcjed him towai-ds the 
pavilion on thp Take; agd remembering 
that Mary had, the evening before, occu¬ 
pied one of the sofas, while listening to 
him as he recited some of tUe most pathe¬ 
tic passages from the “ Pleasures of Hope,” 
he slowly ascended the steps, yeaning to 

K 6 indulge 
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indulge himself %vith reclining for a few 
moments on the spot which had su])ported 
the elegant form of her who was the never- 
ceasing object of Ills thoughts. 

On reaching the door, he was surprised 
to find it partly open, and hastily entering, 
perceived a small piece of paper, neatly 
folded, lying on the very place he?; had 
previously intended to occupy; as it bore 
no addjress or superscription, he hesitated 
not to unfold it, when^ the following lines, 
written in a" man’s hand, met his .¥ye:— 

She sigh'd when^siie bade me larcwell, 

C * 

And her eyelash was wet wit'u a tear, 

Yet that tear caus’d my bosSm ^ swell. 

And tlmt righ sotmded svi^eet on my ear. 

They were sweet, for tlliey told me she lov’d, 

That h^r bosom my yAisence would mourns 
Her tear my deg^ure reprov’d,^ 

And her sigh seem'd to bid me return. 

Ypt, oh! when sh^roeets me to-night, 

How dearer the joy 1 shall prove 1 
Pbr her tea# will be that ofodelight. 

And her sigh but the throbbing of love. 


Had 
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Had a spectre newly risen from the 
grave encountered his vision, Baldwin 
could not have stood more appalled than 
on the present occasion. The fatal paper 
remained clenclied fiimly in his hand,which 
betrayed not for a while the least trace of 
trembling. 

There is something iir the sudden and 
Immediate* approach of unexpected and 
overwhelming misery which at once be¬ 
numbs all our faculties, paralyses every 
nerve, find sends the blood back in one 
CDld ebbing tide^ directly to the hearts 
This chilling seiisation id an ihstant thrilled 
through everj^yehi of the unhappyCharles, 
as lie fiuished life pefusal*of the scroll 
which annihilated all his ho^s. It is 
true that neither address or signature af¬ 
forded confirmation to tlie instantaneous 
conviction which flashed like lightning on 
his mind, yet that convection was npt the 
less certain. A groan at length gave 
relief to his pent-up spirits, and hastily 
turning to quit the place Which had wit¬ 
nessed 
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nessed the destruction of his happiness, 
and the accumulation of his despair, his 
glance, hurrying through the open door, 
rested on the agile form of Mary Beres* 
ford herself who, with eager yet irresolute 
footsteps, was quickly passing over the 
dew-besprinkled path which traversed the 
lawn, and ended ut the bottom of tlie steps 
leading to the summer-house. 

Her cheeks, glowing from the united 
effects of health afhd exercise—her dark 
locks, which*, escaping from the confine¬ 
ment of a small straw bonnet, wantoned 
in the mornitig breeze—the lightness of 
her step—the angelic beauty of her whole 
appearatice, which,''but rffew moments be- 
fore^ would have raised our hero’s soul to 
ecstacy, now stung him to tW heart with 
all the bitterness of the most ineffable 
woer he sprang down the steps, flew to¬ 
wards the astonished and trembling^girl, 
whom he encountered af: their feet, and 
pressing, in a hurried manner, the paper 
into her hand, gave her a look of agony,. 

and 
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and rushed into the obscurity of the neigh¬ 
bouring thickets. 

The ^nner-bell at the Grange had long 
rung its accustomed peal, the coverg were 
placed upon the table; but neither our 
hero, nor the youthful mistress of the man¬ 
sion, had yet made their appearance. * Mr. 
BereJjford, who was always punctuality it¬ 
self in regarti to his meals, and never 
would dispense witji it even in his* guests, 
had fidgetted up and down the spacious 
dining-foom, carrying his watch in his 
hand, for ntr least ten mimiAes, while Dud-« 
die, with ar rueful countenance, was in¬ 
wardly lamei^tin^ this unusual and un¬ 
looked-for delay in sitting down to his re¬ 
past, and speculating m. the profiable cause 
which could produce*so extraordinary an 
event, when the master of*the family, turn¬ 
ing short in his perambulation, strode to¬ 
wards die mantlepiece, and abruptly pulled 
the bell.—James, let Miss Beresford know 
that dinner is coofing on the taUe, and re¬ 
quest 
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quest Mr, Baldwin to favour us witli hb 
company.” 

James retired with a bow, but return¬ 
ing almost immediately^ informed his im-^ 
patient master that neither the one nor 
the other of the objects of his inquiry 
v/erc to be found in their respective rooms, 
and it was morebver supposed that iliey 
were not within the walls of the mansion. 

A strong hectic flushed the countenance 
of Beresford, and Ins voice faltered as he 
made the inquiry of when they \1^cre last 
-seen^ and whether they had tiAen their 
departure together? the reply to which, 
was altogether unsatisfrfct(?ry—Mr. Bald¬ 
win had not" been seen since supper the 
preceding evening, after which he had re¬ 
tired to his room, and the appearance of 
his bed announced that hc’ had occupied 
it during the night; at breakfast he had 
been missing, bu^. this was an occurrence 
of such frequency, that «it had ceased to 
occasion, surprise or remark, the whole 

household 
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household having long been acquainted 
with the custom he had used himself to, 
of taking early and long walks, the dura¬ 
tion of which frequently prevented his 
meeting the assembled family at their first 
repast. 

Miss Beresford had, as usual, presided at 
the b|'cakfast-table, but quitted the room 
as soon as the cloth was removed, since 
which time neither herself nor hejr maid 
Betty had been seen by any one of the 
servants# On examining her room, seve¬ 
ral of the drawers weref fopnd open, and 
emptied of tlieir contents; biit nothing in 
the appearance of* Charles’s apartment in¬ 
dicated any thing extraordinary. 

Mr. Beresfbrd’s agitation at tins account 
was extreme, and he left the room in the 
eager hope* of picking sojpe further dis¬ 
coveries, while Duddle, excessively shocked, 
sat down to dine by himself; and such an 
impression did the confusiofi inito which 
the family was thrown make .upon his 
mind, that his appetite was sensibly af¬ 
fected, 
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fected, aiwi after merely helping himself 
twice to mock-turtle, three times to sal¬ 
mon and lobster sauce, two slices from a 
fillet of veal, with a proportionate quan¬ 
tity of ham, and the half of a boiled chic¬ 
ken, he sent away his plate, totally unable, 
from the depressed state of his spirits, to 
taste more of the sweets and pastry ^hich 
constituted the remove, than a few’ baked 
custards, to give a relish to a small piece 

apple-pye. c, 

Meanwhile Mr. Beresford, wdth hasty 
strides, was traversing every comer of the 
park, and making its edioes ring wdth the 
name of her who had abandoned him. 
He found , atdast,; upon inquiry at the por¬ 
ter's lodge, that Mary and her maid, un¬ 
accompanied by an^ one, the latter cany- 
ing a bundle .ojf considerable dimensions, 
had passed through the gate about two 
o'clock, without mentioning the quaiter 
to wfiicb they were about to direct their 
course-,^,circumstance not uncommon, as 
she the; habit of visiting many of 

the 
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the poor cottagers in the neighbourhood, 
• and supplying' them with dothing and 
other necessaries from the stores of the 
Grange. 

One thing, which caused no suspicion 
at the time, was now mentioned to Mr. 
Beresford; an empty postclraise had drawn 
up at. least two hours pi^iously to the 
tilne at whidh.she had been seen, under 
the park paling, and afterwards proceeded 
slowly down a green lane, which formed 
one of the external boundariesr of the do¬ 
main. On^ this intimation^ Beresfoi*d re¬ 
turned somewbf^ more composed to tlie 
liouse; his air ^ndeed bad latterly been 
nioi*e that of a* man puzzled than exaspe¬ 
rated ; but his features^ again underwent a 
most alarming revolution, when he was iu- 
ibrmed that*long softer the which 

his daughter had passed the gates, Bald¬ 
win iiad been descried by one of the under- 
gardeners in a remote part *of the park, 
stretched cm the ground, and seemingly 
operated upon by some strong e];notion, 

and 



212 


BALDWIN. 


and tha«; on the approach of the person 
who had discovered him, he had hastily 
risen, and quitted the spot with every 
mark of disturbance ^nd disorder. This 
account, which tended to dissipate the idea 
he had entertained of the fugitives being 
in the company of each other, was shortly 
confirmed by tlie appearance of Baldwin 
himself, who, with a melancholy and dis¬ 
jected ^r, was seen coming towards the 
house from one of 4he many avenues, which 
led to it. 

The now alpiost-distracted father, dart¬ 
ing from the-viranda in which-he perceived 
his approach, ran, with steps feeble and 
tottering from mental ^agitation, over the 
grass, and, with hurried accents, exclaim¬ 
ed—** Where is she?—What have you 
done with her?:—Where is Mary?’* 

The unaffected astonishment, mingled 
with the deepe^ grief, which was por¬ 
trayed in the countenance of him whom 
he addressed, made an hnswer superfluous, 
and the unhappy father, all his worst fears 

confirmed, 

« ^ 
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confirmed, fell senseless into the, arms of a 
servant who had followed him. 

With the greatest care and attention 
Baldwin saw him conveyed to the house, 
and instantly dispatching a groom to* sum¬ 
mon Mr. Jordan, remained by the side of 
tlie couch which contained the apparently- 
inanimate form of his benefactor; while, 
ffom the account of the servants in attend¬ 
ance, he gathered enough to convince him 
of the nature of the c*aiamity which had 
befallen iiim. His surprise, though consi¬ 
derable, wsw.not thf predominant feeling ^ 
of his mind oi\ the discoveiy of Mary’s 
elopement; buj; deep internal anguish 
wrung every fibre t>f * his frame as' he list¬ 
ened to the story of h^r abrupt departure; 
no tear wet his cheek ^t this cri^ destruc¬ 
tion of all*his .fondest hppes and wishes, 
nor did the deep and unnaturaHy-hollow 
tone, which his voice assymed, olioe filter, 
as he desired that the surgeon,; who was 
now arrived, naight be shewn . into the 
room. • # , • 

A considerable 
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A considerable quantity of blood was 
taken from the arm of Mr. Beresford, and 
almost immediate relief was the conse¬ 
quence. Su«pended^ animation was re¬ 
stored,and the wretched father again awoke 
to a full sense of his misery. The first 
imfiulse of his returiiing recollection was 
to order horses to be immediately bpouglit 
round, tliat he might pursue tlie fugitive, 
though, iiom her baying had now nearly 
nine hours start, an idea of overtaking her 
was scarcely to be entertained, taven had 
the precise TO?ite*she .had taken bee^tiis- 
covered. This chrcumsta^ce was for a while 
ineffeetually urged to distracted^ pa- 

I A 

rent, whose irritsCted fisi&lings were widught 
to agony by opposition, and whose ex- 
presskms.giew alas;ming in the lughest de¬ 
gree, and made the bystanders tremble 
for the sanity of his inteUects. He raved 
for his dau^htqr in the most incoherent 
termS) naw imprecating the bitterest curses 
on h iiiiliid , and declaring that she had 
uttfiil^' dectroyed not only all his chance 
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of comfort in this world, but even his hopes 
of pardon in the next; the next moment 
imploring her, in the most pathetic terms, 
to return, and save him from destruction. 

Exhausted nature at length sank under 
the conflict, and the attention of aU was 
now turned to our hero, who, having ^seen 
JNIr. Beresford com^eyed his chamber, 
where he had •fallen, by the violence of his 
exertions, into a disturbed slumb^, now 
declared his intention of proceeding per¬ 
sonally in search of the runaway; and in 
tins design ]^e was resollite^ notwithstand- 
ing a glassy ^In} now covered that blood¬ 
shot eye, which^had so lately beamed witli 
intelligence and gboH-humour, while his 
sunk and hollow chee^ in whiA not the 
faintest tinge of the njddy glow^hat used, 
to animate it now* remained, fulfy evinced 
how small a period of time is* necessary to 
produce the most importjint chni^cB^ in a 
human being, when Adversity^ lays her 
heavy hand upon his brow* 

In spite of the remonstrances ^of Mr. 

Jordan, 
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Jordan, who would fain have persuaded 
him to follow the example of his patient 
and goito bed, he persisted in hk inten¬ 
tion, and without even staying to awake 
the sympathizing Duddle, who had lost 
for a moment all sense of sorrow in a 
sound nap, which had sur^irised him on a 
sudden in an armchair, he threw hjimself 
upon his horse, and galloped off on tlie 
London road. He was induced to take 

r 

this direction by the report of the servant, 
who had returned from Appletonjwith the 
surgeon, and whd had picked up news in 
tlie town, that ^ lady, much resembling 
liliss Beresford, had been seen to pass 
through that place the morning in a 
postchaise, accompmied by a female and 
the curate, Mr. Trevanion. 

Undeterred. the aii4 incessant 
rain which now fdl in t<»rent8, and of the 
presence pf which he was scarcely con¬ 
scious. he urgea the poor panting animal, 
which bore him to the top of his speed, 
till w«^, and harassed both in mind 

and 
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and bod)% he arrived at the metrOpeUs in 
the middle of a dark tempestuous night. 
Hastening to an hotel in Jertnjli-atreet, 
which, during his periodical visits to the 
university, he had always made his tem¬ 
porary abode for the short time whkh he 
delayed in London, he gave his tired hTorse 
to the ostler, whom he at tlie same time 
began to question eagerly as to the arrival 
of the persons be irf search No 
tidings, liowever, could *be obtafaied fiom 

this souife, either of them or of the post- 
^ ® * 
cliaise whieh» had conveyed 4hem, and feel- i 

ing that tlicf attempt to*prosecute his in¬ 
quiries, at so l^te Sui ^hour, and such a 
night, must be entirely*fruitlesn, he con¬ 
sented to retire to a chamber till Ibybreak, 
where he endeavoured to recall his scat** 
tered thoughts,*and fix <>ii*som4platis for 
his proceedings on the morrow, i 

His first idea was to apply^attlj^a palioe- 
ofiice in Bow-street; but to tlds ^ was 
exceedingly averse, on account of H^&pub- 
licity sucii a step must necessarily oftearion; 
VOL. I. L . besides, 
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' .besides, he could not help reflecting that lie 
had no power to compel Miss Beresford, 
even ehraht he succeed^n discovering her, 
to. quit the protection ^e haddiosen. As 
she had been of age some mcmths, not even 
her ftther* were he present, could force her 
to return; and therefore his only resource 
was, 1^ the statement he might make of 
her i^rehf s ^nation, to etidearour to pre¬ 
vail on- her to reSieaspye her steps—a hope 
inspired the r^llection of the strong 
filial attachment she had ever appeared to 
feel, and whi(£ intended in tax to the 
ntterinost. 

Is it but justice to.state, that no thought 

of a selfish nature found in these distress- 
1“ 

ing moments an entrance in his bosom. 
He fe!t tlfut hope' was nojr d^d in him; 
that ull his gay,^^hiiling visions of the future 
were blighted in the bud; and that to him, 
under any 'dreilmstances, this world must 
henceforth bcf k blj|hk., ‘One feeling alone 
attaiifoed tffm to existence^ the earnest de- 
she'cf h^yiilring the lost sheep to his ve- 
. nerable 
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nerable and afflicted friend, of bearing him 
pronounce a pardon on beringratitude»and 
bestow his benedietion on her an#the hus« 
band of her chmce. Were this once hap¬ 
pily aocopplkhed, the choking sensation 
which rose in hia throat, and oppressed him 
almost to suffocation, would, he thought, 
be rcflieved,. and his thrdbbing breast be 
still for ever;* and this ftH^giveness of her 
rashness, and sanction to lier unioni he de¬ 
termined, if possible, to* obtain, though his^ 
own hedi*t might burst in the'effaa*t. 

*Day day, with eager footsteps and* 
disordered ihien, did he traVerse in vain 
the environs pf the,metropolis^ He did 
indeed discover Ihe postbby who had 
brought them into town, and wiio, in an¬ 
swer to his inquiries, backed b}ba weigl<t^ 
bribe, infc^M him, tIiat*on their arrival 
at the first stand of hackney-coadies, one 
bad been summoned fromjtheiimk, and 
the baggage, which consistetl gmly of a 
bundle and a large portmanteau, being 
shifted, they had quitted *hie v^iide for 

L 2 . the 
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the other; the directim given to the coach* 
man, whose number he did not recollect, 
and whose person he did not think he 
should be able to remember, had met his 
. ear so faintly, that nothing cou^d be dis¬ 
tinctly understood; he thought, however, 
that the word Pentonville” was uttered, 
but could not sa;(r what part of that popu¬ 
lous suburb was mentioned, or indeed be 
certain as to the identity of the name. 

On this intelligence,' meagre as it w^as, 
did Baldwin, after promising his informant 
handsome reward, slwuld he, succeed in 
discovering the hackney-ceacbman, fly to 
Pentonville; but in vain 4 ^d he traverse 
every street, l^ne, and alley—^in vain did he 
inquire at every little clumdWs shop and 
pothouse in the neighbourl^d, as to the 
arrival of any new lodgers m their imme¬ 
diate vicinity; all his interrogations were 
universaKy answered in the negative, or if, 
for an instant, he began Xo fancy he had 

I 

obtained something like a due to the place 
of their ietreat; the next moment some 

point 
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point of description, totally inapplicable to, 
and irreconcilable with, the objects of his 
search, convinced him at once of the fallacy 
of the idea, and hurled him back, again 
into the lowest depths of despondency. 

On the eleventh morning after his de¬ 
parture from the Grange, as, after a restless 
and kgitate^ night, he w^s proceeding to 
traverse, f<»‘the hundredth time, streets 
where he began to despair of meeting with 
the fair absent^ hastily turning the quar¬ 
ter of fltzroy-square, he ran against a gen¬ 
tleman, w4\ain, oT> stoppirfg to apologize* 
for his uniiftcniional rudeness, he perceiv- 
ed to be Mr. John l^uddle, whom he had 
left in an easy-chair at the Grange, in which 
^ himself he unfatigued with ^ntle slum¬ 
bers.” The retognition was as» mutual 09 
instantaneous * «*' 

Ah, my dear Baldwin ! have I at last 
been so ftartuiiate as to find y/>ut a^r<hunt- 
ing in vain half* over London* for you ? 
Whjf, man, how dismally thin you’re 
grown! you look as if yoirhdd nbt tasted 

L 3 • a mouthful 
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a mouthful since those famous custards we 
used to get at Beresford’s: by-the-bye, I 
must certainly write down to his cook for 
the rmipt; for, notwithstanding all I can 
say or do, Le Blanc at home cannot make 
custards any thing equal to them, and I 
hav& done nothing but worry my mother, 
ever since my return, to make him go 
down to Appleton to learn the proper 
method; for, do you know—” 

“ Nonsense, Duddle—^never mind the 

, 'Ji 

custards. How long have you b€en here ? 

, How did you leave my4ear Mr-Beresford ? 
Has he yet received any- intelligence 
of-Charles’s voice faltered, and re¬ 

fused to pronounce the name. 

“ Oh dear! yes-^-I have a great deal to 
‘^tell you; nay, for<the nrtatter’of that, I 
should have tdd you long agor^^f I could 
have found you ; but whfen I called at your 
I lote}, yhu were n^ver within, and the waiter 
always saicU—— 

” My dear Duddle, do pray, without 
circumiocutiou, answer my question. Has 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bcresford recovered from the shock ? 
Has any account arrived to set bis mind 
at ease ?” 

** Why, as to setting his mind at ease^ 
I can’t say; indeed, I thougiit, wWn 1 
came away, he seemed quieter than he had 
been; but I dare say he tells you all about 
what 3 'ou wish to know* in the letter he 
ga^ me for you.” 

“ A letter? quick'^let me have it di¬ 
rectly !” 

** Why, bless my soul! hdw impatient 
you are! /ion’t in kuch a hurry, anc^ 
pray don’t pinqji so hard!” for Charles, in 
his eagerness, grasped him somewhat 
roughly by the aim. ** Let me get out 
iny pocketbook, and jsee if I have got it 
there.” 

The podketifook was produced, and ex¬ 
amined with a degree of deliberation, that 
bore hard on our hero’s ;tock of jiqmtience, 
till he began to fear that whatl)^ provok¬ 
ing friend said, he apprehended might in¬ 
deed be the case, viz. ^ that he bad left the 

L 4 letter 
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letter at home in liis othwcoat,” was really 
true; but fortunately his temper was not 
destined to hr. so severely tried, and the 
epistle was at last discovered in an hitherto- 
iinexamined comer, and put into his hands, 
Duddle requesting that •* if Mr. Beresford 
shoilld happen to say any thing in it about 
the custards, the recipe fear whidi he liad 
asked him for before he came awaypthat 
he would be good enough to read that 
part of the letter doud.” 

Baldwin, who scarcely heard his^request, 

, hurried into the nearest coffeehouse, ivith 
a degree of s^eed particularly inconvenient 
to his friend, whose Jittte squat figure and 
short legs tn^de it very difficult for him 
to keep up with his mom agile compa- 
*nion; throwing himself into a box, Charles 
broke the seal, iind read the contents. 

The letter, winch was evidently written 
with a tremblingr hand, was scarcely legi¬ 
ble. ft commenced by styling him “ my 
dear spn,” and proceeded to inform him, 
that as sudhpho must hereafter permit him 

to 
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to consider him, unless he wished to aid 
the efforts of his daughter in weighing 
him down to the grave; mentioning that 
he had received a letter from the latter,, 
now Mrs. Trevanion, excusing her conduct 
on the plea of affection,, and his known 
aversion to the matdi,. whieh, from the 
frequent and positive manner in which he 

-V • 

expressed his decided prohibition, she had 
long entertained no hopes of overcoming, 
by any other method than the one she had 
been dfiven to*adopt; impldring his for¬ 
giveness for the qply act ^f disobedience 
of whieh she Jhad evef been guilty, and 
with which h^,h^piness was so intimately 
connected; adding her*earnest hopes that 
her husband and herself might *be permit¬ 
ted to offer him thos^'attentiop^ which it 
would coiistittSte their greatest pleasure to 
pay him,, and which would,^ slie had nd> 
doubt, materially assist Jin eradicating any 
unfortunate dislike he might have taken 
to Trevanion, wh^ character, person, and 
situation in life, he hadp admitted, were 

JL 5 ^ perfectly 
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perfectly unexceptionable; and finishing 
by a pathetic appeal to his parental feel¬ 
ings, and an earnest entreaty that they 
might be allowed to throw themselves at 
his feet. 

To this, he said, his reply had been 
sliori and concise, stating, that as she 
had thought proper to forget that he was 
her father, he could no longer remember 
that she was his child ; that, although he 
admitted every thing that she had said in 
favour of Mh Trevanion, yet she ought to 
Jhave been cony inbed, that he must have 
reasons against the match,., although, per¬ 
haps, it was improper or impossible for him 
to assign them, and th^ they could have 
been of no light weight to Jnduce him to 
tVvvart an pnly and' fiearlyJoved child in 
so material a pocpt; he therefore informed 
her, to save any further useless solicitation 
on the subject, that he had discarded her 
from his heart for ever; enclosing a copy 

of a wiUJie had just executed, in which be 
» 

constituted 
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constituted his adopted son, Charles Bald¬ 
win, whose merits she had so much under¬ 
valued, sole heir to all his property of every 
description whatsoever. Mr. Beresibrd 
concluded by requesting Charles to return 
to the Grange as soon as possible^ itnd as¬ 
sist in banishing from his recollection that 
such persons as 'Trevanion and his wife 
were in existence. 

There was an air of coolness and^decision 
in his account of the letter sent to his 
daughter, much at variance‘with, the hur¬ 
ried and.^tated^ state ot the rest of thh 
epistle, at^lqch lialdwin was staggered 
and appalled. ^ He had hitherto imagined,. 

a 0 

that, could he b&t succeed in discovering 
Mary's retreat, but little argument would 
be necessary to indqce her and the objg(;t 
of her chdice {for that sjw was married he' 
had not entertained a doubt) to accompa- 
i\y him back to her paternal (oo^, luid still 
less to procure, her pardon fiom a father 
who had doted on her, and which he had: 

L 6-• « '*• ielt 
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felt assured would have been accorded as 
soon as asked. 


Of the will he thought nothing, deter¬ 
mined as he was to accept nothing to the 
injury of Mary, or any one dear to her; 
and he now endeavoured io discover from 


his ftiend Duddle (who, finding himself 
overlooked, was consoling himself with the 
contents of a huge basin of soup) whether 
the young couple were still in London, 
and where was the place*of their residence? 
and heard, iii reply, that they hied been 
giving in ready-fiirnished lodgings in Pah- 
ton-street, frofti which placf their letter to 
]\Ir. Beresford was dated ;'^and that, though 
he could not possibly say, he thought it 
most likely they might be there still. 

•-This was. a fact our hero Was very desi- 

»■, • 

rolls dt ascertairifng; and Duddle volun¬ 
teering bis attendance, much to Baldwin’s 
annoysnce, who found it impossible to 
shake him pff, they proceeded to Panton- 
street, ,the unfortunate similarity of the 

■ ' name 
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name of which, to that of a very different 
quarter of the town, had undoubtedly de¬ 
ceived the postboy, and misled^ liimself. 

Scarce had they entered the street, when 
the figure of Mary, at the window of a first 
floor, produced a sudden revulsion in tlie 
blood of our hero, and he now felt dl the 
difficulty of the task he •had undertaken. 
In a few rnoments he was again to be in 
the presence pf her, to whom he might 
have said, in the language of the bard of 
Erin—• 


t 

“ Wifli tliSe were tl)^ earliest dreams of mj love, 
Kvdry wTsli u4mv btjsoin was tliine I’* 


He was again tb rneet tho glance of that 
eye, wdiose slightest wandering he had 
watched—again to hgar the malting toq^ 
of that vdice bf* harmoqy, to whose soft 
accents he had listened with the rapture of 
enthusiasm! but be w|is to »beboljl that 
fair form the undienable propjerty of an¬ 
other—he was to meet that eye,^ beaming 
indeed wdth affection, bul: not for him— 
. and 
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and hear perhaps that tongue employed in 
the utterance of endearments, in which, 
for him even to admit a wish to share, was 

now become a crime* 

] 

He hesitated ; and twice did his un¬ 
nerved hand relinquish the knocker he had 
seized, without a sound, when Duddle, 
who had formed no cdnception of what 
was passing in the mind of hts friend, sup¬ 
posing -the circumstance to proceed from 
the stiffness of the Vapper, which had been 
newly painted, grasped the handle'^of a bell 
^attached to on® comer, of the.'area rails, 
and in an inManf produced a* pe;'l which 
sounded through the house, and brought 
a maid- servant to the door. 

Oiir hero had, by 4:his time, summoned 
Kp resolution enough to inquire if Mr. 
and Mrs. Trevabion were within ? he was 
answered in the affirmative, and giving 
his name to»the ser\"ant, followed her up 
stairs to the drawing-room above. 

Mary was alone, pacing the room with 
pensive when the forlorn and wast¬ 
ed 
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ed figure of Baldwin caught her eye; she 
uttered a feeble cry, and turned deadly 
pale, as, extending her hands, she ran for¬ 
ward to meet him, whom she fondly an¬ 
ticipated might be the messenger of re¬ 
mission from the father who had renoun¬ 
ced her. A single glance, however,* at his 
disconsolate countenance, was suiiicient to 

^ ft 

convince her that the half-formed hope 
was unfounded, aijd the cheerless,, yet still 
affectionate air with which he took her 
hand, And led her to a seat, while it too 
plainly shewed tly? desolation of his mine], 
proved thsrt regard yet rdse paramount 
over disappoii^trfient. ^ 

For a few moment's he contemplated 
her in silence; the convulsive Sensafion in 
his throat, which had of late so much ^af- 

^ ft 

fected him, absolutely**prohibiting the 
power of utterance; as he gazed on her, he 
fancied that she too had lost mischief that 
graceful roundness of figure,,, which had 
so much distinguished her when they had 
last met; her look was serious even to de¬ 
pression, 
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pression, and the hand of care had already 
traced no illegible characters on her fair 
brow. An idea rose in his mind, that 
perhaps she might already have begun to 
repent the precipitate abandonment of her 
home. A single tear, the first he had shed 
since*their last fetal interview in the pa¬ 
vilion, trembled on his eyelash, as he en¬ 
deavoured to express the satisfaction he 
felt at once more meeting her, after so 
long and fruitless a" search. 

The first inquiries of Mary, whose em¬ 
barrassment wac not inferior ta his own, 

I 

were many and urgent, as„to ‘ihe state in 
which he had J[eft her father, and whether 
there were any hopes of his yet relenting 
in her favour ? but when she Ascovered, 
ft^m our hero’s answers, that he had left 
the Grange in plvrsuit of Her so immedi¬ 
ately after her elopeinent, and that he had 
only that* morning been made acquainted 
with her having addressed Mr. Beresford, 
her grief became extreme, and strong hys¬ 
terical sobbings t*onvulsed her whole frame. 

When 
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When their mutual self-possession was 
a little restored, and they were able to 
converse more calmly on the events which 
had taken place, she proceeded to inform 
him, that the graces and attentions of Tre- 
vanion had succeeded in gaining her warm¬ 
est love, long before she was even ac¬ 
quainted with the meaning of the word; 
hnd that, wl>en she found the attachment 
w^as reciprocal, she at once gave^way to 
an innocent passion, which she saw no rea¬ 


son fd» endeaf'ouring to check, towards 
one whom .her father hac^ always held in 
the highest esteem, and to whose alliance 
she nevef conceived that he would have 
raised any obstade; that 'SJl at once she 
had perceived the most decided coolness 

in his mannen towards her lover, and he 

• • ^ 

had at lettgtk^uefstio^ed her on the sub¬ 
ject of his addresses, to which she gave the 
most unreserved replies, when, Jo her sur¬ 
prise and dismay, he not *only -perempto¬ 
rily forbad her 'encouraging Es preten¬ 
sions, to which he stated,,iiigeneral^rms, 

there 
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there were the most insuperable objec^ 
tionsy but even commanded her, on pain 
of being thrown from his heart for ever, to 
make a transfer of her affections in favour 

t I 

of another, for whom, althougli she justly 
appreciated bis merits, she could only feel 
the teiiderest regai^, as a brother and a 
friend. • 

' I 

Maiy paused; the deep hectic which- 
flushed^ the hollow cheek of her auditor, 
the faint gleam which for a moment ani¬ 
mated bis dim eye, and the trefnuloiis 
pressure of the haial which sh^ had suffer- 
ed him to retain, told her she»was under- 
stood. 

Aft&r someliittlc heritatioh, she proceed¬ 
ed with her narrative, and stated, that on 

'f t 

Trevanion’s next visit to the Grange,. Sir. 
Beresford bad hiii 4 » to be shewn 

into his own study, where he, without 
circiimloculfon, acquainted him with the 
conversation he had so lately held with 
his daug^itw, and the absdute impossibi¬ 
lity of. lijs eyer,being prevailed upon to 

consent 
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consent to their marriage; and requiring 
his promise, that he would no longer 
think of Mary in the character of a suitor, 
added—On these terms, Mr. Trevanion, 
we may still continue friends, as believe 
me when 1 assure you, that no want of 
esteem for you, whose worth no one can 
feel higher respect for than myself, but 
imperious circumstances, over which, alas! 
1 have no control, make it absolutely ne* 
cessary to my peace of mind, thi^ Mary 
Beresford should become the wife of an¬ 
other.” 

This pledge, however, <he indignant 
Trevanion absolAtely refuse(^o give, and 
a cessation of ffis Visits was the conse¬ 
quence ; while Mary, by her father’s de¬ 
sire, kept herself much more retired t^n 
formerly f tbkkigh slie ^still continued to 
meet her lover privately, who strongly re¬ 
presented to her what he call^Jthe tyran¬ 
nical conduct of her &ther,*and iised all his 
rhetoric to prevail on her to ccBisent to a 
clandestine union, urging the certainty of 
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her obtaining forgiveness of the offencjc, 
from his affection, tvhen the matter was 
once beyond recall. 

To this measure, however, she was par¬ 
ticularly averse; and though she hesitated 
not to ^ve her lover the most solemn as¬ 
surances he could desire, that no power 
should compel her to give her hand to 
another, yet she declared her* resolution, at 
the saipe time, not to take the rash step he 
recommended, but to trust to time and 
circumstances to alter her fatherV present 


determination, yre\Y knowing the difficulty, 
not to say impossibility,^ of his ultimately 


refusing l^r any request on which the 
whole of her future hapjftness depended. 


Trevanion, although his hopes were not 
so sanguine, was compelled to acquiesce 
for the time, but he never ceased renewing 
his importunities, and as time flew on. 


and no relaxation appeared to have taken 
place in her father's detennination, they 
began to make some impression, and weak¬ 
en her resistance to his entreaties,, more 


especially 
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especially as he liad secured a most able 
auxiliary in her maid ]\fartha» ivho had 
been brought up with her young mistress 
from a child, and possessed no little influ¬ 
ence with her. 

Poor Charles, all this time, spent his va¬ 
cations at the Grange, and, happy in her 
company, was totally unconscious of the 
latent storm which threatened all his fond 
visions with utter annihilation. For him 
she truly felt the most 'sincere sisterly af¬ 
fection, !md more than once entertained 
the idea of- a^dinittiDg him fnto her confi-« 
(ience, and ehgaging his interest with her 
father to allow, to puis^ gu A o bent of 
her inclinations. 

Ilappy, perliaps, had it been for all par¬ 
ties, if her hall-formad design* had been 
carried into execution ; but from this she 
was as constantly deterred by the fear lest 
tlie ardent affection she ooul^ not|ielp see¬ 
ing he entertained for her, should operate 
to her disadvantage, especially if he should 
come to know*hqw firm st sOppdrter his 

love 
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love would meet with in her &ther; and 
tlie agitation he evinced on discovering 
the verses which Trevanion had impru¬ 
dently left in the pavilion, their usual ren¬ 
dezvous, and whither she was then going, 
in the expectation of meeting him, made 
her dread the impossibility of any longer 
concealing the s^ret of'her sti]l-continued 
intimacy with the object of his prohibition 
from her father’s knowledge. 

Trevanion, who,Miid in the underwood, 

. . * ' « 
wdiich, in some {>laces, extended to the 

edge of the lake, had seen oitr hero enter 
the summer-Aouse he had hinisflf but just 
quitted, aTud'^efterwardSf being induced to 
remain concealed, by the knowledge of his 
vicinity, had witnessed his'abrupt presen¬ 
ts cion of tlie paper, immediately on his de¬ 
parture made his appearance, and again 
more vehemently urged her instant flight, 
as the sole fnervnsoiow remaining of avoid¬ 
ing immediate detection. 

This idea, and the diead of her father’s 
afige^ at leiigth prevailed,“and she reluc- 

' tantly 
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iiantly consented that he should depart, in 
order to procure a chaise, while, with a 
palpitating heart* she returned to the man¬ 
sion, to pre])are some little necessaries for 
her journey, and to secure the attendance 
of Patty; not without a secret dread of 
encountering Baldwin, in spite of her hav¬ 
ing seen hitTji take a path which led through 
a winding labyrinth of shrubs to a remote 


part of the domain.* 


Fortunately for the’ execution of her 
project, *lie did not appear, tmd she con¬ 


strained hesself with difficTilty to preside* 
at the bres^TasUtable, where her confusion 


and mistakes* parsed unraganicd by Mr. 


Beresford, who, wrapt in merttal aberration, 
did not even observe the trepidation so 
evident in her manner. The* meal cdh- 

• M , • 

eluded, she quitted the house, as*before re¬ 


lated, and, joining Trevanion in the green 
lane, proceeded immediately oil tBeif jour-. 


ney, and liad nearly reached th«4netropo- 
lis before she was missed, or her departure 
so much as su^j;ted. 


On 
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On their arrival in town she was placed 
in the lodgings they now occupied, under 
the care of the mistress of the house, who 
had once been housekeeper in the family 
of Trevanion’s father, and whom he did 
not hesitate to admit to his confidence; 
while he himself took up his residence for 
a few days at an obscure liptel in the 
neighbourhood; and having found no dif¬ 
ficulty in procuring a licence, as Miss Be- 
resford had been some mon ths of age, they 
were united at the parish church of St. 
Martin’s in the Fields. • 

Immediately after the^c^ncli^sion of the 
ceremony,^ “dlsfiaihad djsp&t(*Ued a letter to 
her father, the contents of which, as well 
as the unpropitious nature of the answer 
returned, our readers are ^Jready apprised 
of^ and which did not fail to communicate 
the bitterest distress to herself, as well as 
disapjJoiiHn’leiid; to her husband, on whom 
she cottld^not help observing a very un¬ 
pleasant elBfect was produced by the per¬ 
usal 


i 
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iisal of the enclosed testament, in spite of 
all his efforts to conceal it. 

Of this, however, in her communication 
to Baldwin, she did not breathe a. hint; 
and he was just assuring her of the impos¬ 
sibility of his availing hiihself of any dis* 
position of Mr. Beresford’s to her preju¬ 
dice, when^the voice of T'revanion, loud 
and angry, dnd seemingly in altercation 
with Duddle, who,«at Charles’s earnest re¬ 
quest, had consented to remain, for a short 
time, in* the parlour below, bounded from 
the staircase*. • • • 

In tlie ne^t ^msment they entered the 
room together* ^.fornru^^uJi^h a raised 
voice and inflamed countenance, address¬ 
ing himself impetuously to Charles, who 
rose at his ehtranpe—• Pray, Me. Baldwin, 
to what am I indebted for the honour of 
this visit?” 

“ To a sincere and earnest d&ife on my^ 
part, Mr. Trcvai^n, of lending,^very as¬ 
sistance in my pdwer towards restoring 
tranquillity to*M^rs. Trevsfnidn and your- 
voi.. 1. M • self. 
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self, and healing the unhappy breadi wlndi 
now exists to intwrupt it ” 

Mean canting hypocrite!” cried the 
incensed Trevanion; '* and do you then, 
after first basely acting the part of a spy, 
aitd then taking advantage of the partial* 
ity of an angry old man, in the ebullition 
of his -rage to defraud his children, dare 
you then face the victimj of your treache¬ 
ry, and come to insult those whom you 
have contrived to ruin ?” * 

Hear me, Trevanion! were I the des¬ 
picable wretch 5'ou desciibe, I %iiould not 
indeed dare to meet the Wpbraiding eye of 
the iiguretl- :"itJliout vish^/nking from its 
glance; but, bold in my conscious inno¬ 
cence of t\ie vile charge you have fastened 
upon me, I tdl you, you mistake me ! 
Here is one,” ad<ied he, turning to Mrs. 
Trevanion, who sat too much alarmed to 
i^vterfeie,' ‘ whe da)es more justice to my 
motives,^ r.'id knows me ,f^icapable of the 
conduct you impeach me of. By Heaven! 
I knew not till ihis very mv^rning of the 

circumstance 
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circumstance to which you allude, and 
which you cannot lament more than I do 
myself/’ 

Oh, doubtless,” replied tlie other, 

whose original dislike of Baldwin,* from 

his well-known attachment to. Mary, was 

now increased ,to hatred by his imagined 

share in procuring he^ disinheritance, 

“tdoubtless your grief at the event must 

be extreme! doubtless your impertinent 

intrusion into ray family, when you had 

ascertaiqpd my ^absence, was to express 

your concern and sorrew to Mrs. Treva- 
•# •• ^ • ** 
nion, and yofur despair at being obliged to 

console yoiirselt^for the loss of her person 
by the approjfl:i!ttV>n*bf heF^|l!operty.” 

“ Trevanion, you wrong me!” cried 
Baldwin, fo^ilily smothering his indigna¬ 
tion, and« wheii this heat is oyer# you 

will believe me when I assure you- 

“ Never, vile fawning sycopb^l^ • 
gone, and rid us of your odious presence,* 
while the aontemf^ I hold you ift^y-et pro¬ 
tects you!” 

''•m 2 “ Never 
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“ Never will I leave you, Trevanion, 
till I have compelled you to acknowledge 
the falsehood and injustice of your suspi> 
cions! never till— 




“ 'i^ou will not ? thus then—” and be¬ 
fore his terrified wife, or the amazed and 
astounded Duddle could perceive or im- 
])ede his purpose, he sprang forward, and 
implanted a violent blow Qif the face of 
Baldwin^ who^ ruling from its force, was 
for ail instant staggered, then springing 
forward, seized his athletic but jess agile 
antagonist with a»lion’s grasp. 

A shriek from Mary, who Junk fainting 
on the s ofa, relaxed his Ifold;'his tall sta¬ 
ture seem^^^fS dilate sublimity, as, 
quilting, bis grasp, he exclaimed—“ ’Tis 
well! you have traducecf lyy chilraUer, 
and disgi^aced my persoiipdishonoured me 
by a blow; deep is tlie offence, deep and 
bitter be my revenge [ when next we meet, 

• • ft 

tny triujiiyh sliau be complete!” 

He* turned upbn bis'^^;eel, affid left the 
house. 


Duddle, 
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Duddle, who was in vain endeavouring 
to collect his scattered faculties, so far as 
to comprehend the meaning of what had 
passed before hi., eyes, Ibllowed him, with 
unequal footsteps, till, turning a distant 
corner, he was entirely lost to his view. 
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